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Abstract

In this study, the biographies of two mystics from the first section (Junayd of Baghdad and
Bayazid Bastami) and two mystics from the second section (Abu al-Hasan Kharagani and Abu
Sa'id Abu'l-Khayr) of the book Tazkirat al-Awliya are examined from a modal perspective. First,
modality is analyzed in two categories: indicative and non-indicative. The total frequency of non-
indicative moods in all four sections shows no significant difference. This difference can be
analyzed in terms of the prose style of Sufism and the intentions of the speaker and author. In the
next section, among the non-indicative moods, the frequencies of imperative, interrogative, and
conditional moods are examined and compared. From this perspective, there are significant
differences between the two mystics in the first section and the two mystics in the second section.
Additionally, the two mystics in the first section show complete similarity in their use of different
moods, while the two mystics in the second section, besides differing from the first section, also
differ from each other, which can be analyzed from discourse and stylistic perspectives. From the
viewpoint of power discourse, Abu Sa'id's section most prominently displays the power of the
mystic, followed by the sections of Abu al-Hasan, Junayd, and Bayazid. From a stylistic
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perspective, the differences in modality and other examined elements indicate a distinct style
between the first and second sections of the "Tazkirat", supporting the hypothesis that the second
section might be a later addition.

Keywords: Tazkirat al-Awliya, Sentence Mood, Author's Style, Discourse Analysis.

Introduction

The concept and category of modality were introduced into Persian from Western grammar.
Researchers, grammarians, and linguists have provided various definitions and perspectives on
modality. Some consider modality to be the speaker's judgment about the validity and truth of
propositions. Others view modality as a grammatical category, some as a semantic category, and
some acknowledge both perspectives. Some seek modality in verbs, while others look for it in
sentences. Considering the opinions of grammarians and linguists, it has been concluded that
modality should be considered within the sentence. To determine modality, one should pay
attention to modal factors, verb structure, meaning, and the deep structure of the sentence. Modality
can be one of the discourse-oriented structures that is useful for critics and analysts in discourse
analysis. Additionally, modality can be one of the elements that can be examined and analyzed in
identifying a writer's style.

Materials and Methods

Initially, the biographies of four mystics from the first and second sections of Tazkirat al-Awliya
were selected. From the first section, the biographies of Junayd of Baghdad and Bayazid Bastami,
and from the second section, the biographies of Abu al-Hasan Kharagani and Abu Sa'id Abu'l-
Khayr were selected. These sections are comparable in terms of authenticity, volume, and structural
similarity. The selected sections include a total of 12,933 sentences: 5,493 sentences from the first
section and 7,440 sentences from the second section.

Essentially, the first and second sections of the "Tazkirat" are divided into four parts, each
related to one of the mystics. Initially, the modality of the sentences was analyzed in two main
categories: indicative and non-indicative. Then, among the non-indicative moods, the frequencies
of imperative, conditional, and interrogative moods in each of the four parts were separately
counted and compared from both discourse and stylistic perspectives.

Research Findings

Based on the conducted analysis, the frequency of non-indicative moods in the four examined
sections averages 23%, which indicates the prevalence of these moods in the entire Tazkirat al-
Awliya. This frequency becomes more apparent when compared to other literary texts and can be
attributed to various reasons, including:

1) The abundance of dialogue and conversation in the text contributes to its dynamism.

2) The mystics' emphasis on speech, which often involves a kind of intuition, leads to a higher
usage of non-indicative moods.

3) The fact that non-indicative propositions are not subject to truth or falsehood somewhat
shields the mystic from judgments and disturbances.

4) Attention to the audience (message receiver), which according to Jakobson, is a factor that
increases the use of non-indicative moods in the text.
Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The total frequency of non-indicative moods in the four examined sections shows no significant
difference. This lack of variation may be due to the similar themes, content, and literary styles
across all four parts.
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However, when imperative, conditional, and interrogative moods are examined separately in
these four sections, the following results emerge:

1) The imperative mood is the most frequent in the section on Abu Sa'id, followed by the
section on Abu al-Hasan. The frequency of the imperative mood in the sections on Bayazid and
Junayd is lower than in the previous two sections.

2) The conditional mood has the highest frequency in the section on Abu al-Hasan, followed
by the sections on Bayazid, Abu Sa'id, and Junayd, which have only slight differences among them.

3) The interrogative mood is most frequent in the sections on Bayazid and Junayd, with the
sections on Abu al-Hasan and Abu Sa'id following.

Furthermore, if we divide interrogative mood into rhetorical and ordinary categories, the
frequency of ordinary interrogative mood in the sections on Bayazid and Junayd is significantly
higher than in the sections on Abu al-Hasan and Abu Sa'id. The frequency of rhetorical
interrogative mood in the sections on Abu al-Hasan and Abu Sa'id is much higher than in the two
mystics from the first section.

These differences and similarities can be justified and analyzed from two perspectives:

1. Power Discourse:

Junayd and Bayazid lived approximately one hundred years before Abu al-Hasan and Abu Sa'id.
According to historical records, the socio-political power of mystics increased during this century.
Therefore, the imperative and conditional moods and rhetorical questions, which indicate the
greater power of the user, are more frequently used in the sections on Abu Sa'id and Abu al-Hasan.

2. Author's Perspective and Style:

There is a debate regarding whether the author of the second section of Tazkirat al-Awliya is
indeed Attar. The differences in the frequency of moods between the first and second sections,
along with the similarity in the mentions of Junayd and Bayazid in the first section and some other
examined elements in the research, support the hypothesis that the author of the second part of the
Tazkirat al-Awliya is not Attar.
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Table (2). The frequency of imperative mood in investigated sections
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Table (3).the frequency of conditional mood in investigated sections
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Table (4).the frequency of interrogative mood.in investigated sections
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Table (5).the frequency of standard and rhetorical interrogative mood in investigated sections

Fh ey Slex @3l (e Slho Sl ¢ o

EW-BES aldas EW-BES aldas oo

(" /YA) or Wy \YY Vo olaes 43l
(YAA4) vV (V1/+9) 4\ YA @3l Ao
(£+/04) ¢ (04/£9) a¢ VoA BB el 5l
(FVAV) 04 WAY) Vo Vi gl A g

o by e i s B S v oole e s Sl 050 e e dalin (0) s 3 oS sbles

b e it 53 Gl (pl Sl Y VY sl i SO b e i 5o 5T 4V sl Ll SO
et A SOUin el £ Ve 350 sl ol S5 b e Jise 53 5 TV 4 W 3ade Ayl S5 4
£33 il pmeS 5 Sy e a5 Ll S5 e b e lai s B e s el (ol
313 (6 e dol gl ise 53 1S b ey 4y oK1 peslle m sl (A il 5 el 52

.w\Méﬁ@gO\ﬂgké:bwﬁ@jm@

Sz fdows

(LS o IS 1y Joles 5 0L3 2,508 daysl 658 oS ol ol OlazdS dadllas 55 Lol Sl 51 SO
L‘)JZMQW‘)QT}”&&QL)&L‘Jb}a@.})bdﬁwb&jém(\Au.ﬂ«\v/\q 4&‘3)})
SoleolaxsS slajlitle 3l as s ol ol (Haliday et al, 2004, P. 106-107) Lls s ol 55 5 o 5 oy
30 O 3l e OleiS b 5o Ll o Sl 45 ool

C,\_,..«Jd)uj_ﬁ4.3Q‘J,iibﬁLSJSJ_:)LB)I’6‘ﬁjw|}e—c3b‘j%bwﬁdpﬂw‘ouﬁg»
j‘ oLﬁ)e.l_;)*j)lS‘Lf Jj_.é u)ﬁwa‘ﬁ&v‘j J;&bu@)v\.; uw}]@)‘ Q\j.:u,a b Q}w
laosls ol e.x_..':wu\;\ 3 sk AJLAKTUQAJLAKT w\uﬁuty}n L)'l‘ 3l eslaal g_.,\.lauuaa\.g
25 Jos 5 s B Rl S SRR )

Sadsdar (e slaesls e JSod) 5 Saelr s sl s anslie 5 el gl s S Sl
MLNJS)\}»M(Y)}(\))‘J}MW\ oMobj.iéﬂ)")\bjn.}jJ)b Wﬁ)?ﬂ‘&f‘°}>ﬁi’k}’j‘

a3 o OLES el o o Dl 03 1 e 5 (B sl e



VEeY th.d) L(-\i &L:_!) 3 o‘)w {[,.é)ju JLA/ fw)b uJ/wu‘j& /\ .

B
Epe S5
B s
14
E 12
3
2 10
4.
g 3
6
4
2 I
0
00 oO... iy s A duall gl sl 2 )
e ?L'a
a.&.ﬁ:w)ﬁ CMJLHJA ‘;:-M'ﬁ,} ub,«’i séja‘ g .ML-J :(\ ))l)_,‘d
Chart (1). The frequency of imperative, conditional and interrogative mood was investigated in four parts
B sale (gl ]
PR TNy
100
90
80
o 70
OJ
- 60
4 50
S 40
N3
< 30
20
10
0
et 3 50 00 s OO0 O0s  xIx000
e PU

aJ—'&wJﬁ MJL@"’ BY JGU.» g':-*-"j, 9 6.:[.9 J..:'..nﬁ oy .M\.wa :(\')Jla".u'
chart (2). The frequency of standard interrogative mood and rhetorical inerrigative mood was investigated in four parts
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