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Abstract

1. Introduction

The consequences of wars are not only specific to the fighters of
wars but all inhabitants of warring territories are influenced. Art and
literature also use the phenomenon of war as a rich inspiration. Given
the cultural and ideological discrepancies among warring countries, it
must be seen how each nation visualizes the reality of war in its
literature; hence, the comparative analysis of the novels of Louis-
Ferdinand Céline’s “Journey to the End of the Night” and Smaeil
Fasih’s “Winter 62” can show the components of resistance literature
and the image of war beautifully. With the question of what
similarities and discrepancies are among the components of resistance
literature (homeland, religion, martyrdom, inviting to fight and
resistance, describing the enemy’s crimes and oppression, and hope
for the future) in the works of these two authors, and applying a
descriptive-analytical method, this research examined the components
of resistance literature in these two novels. For this purpose, the
resistance components were firstly defined; then, studying the context
of novels, the sections connected to these components were identified,
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codified, compared, and analyzed. Given the spread of the
components, only seven items were discussed.

In these two novels, examples as the look at war, death, common
hero, and describing the enemy’s crimes, are consistent. In the novel
“Winter 62”7, concepts such as valuing the issues of martyr and
martyrdom, sacrifice for the homeland, hope for the future, fighting,
and resistance against the enemy were more discussed, which may be
rooted in the Iranian-Islamic culture. Céline’s language and
pessimistic view of human beings have led his works, particularly the
novel “Journey to the End of the Night”, to be noticed by many
authors in various countries.

2. Methodology

This research was written on the fundamental question of the
similarities and discrepancies of the components of resistance
literature in the novels of Smaeil Fasih’s “Winter 62” and Louis-
Ferdinand Cé¢line’s “Journey to the End of the Night”. The
methodology was descriptive-analytical and explanatory. Initially, the
references were specified, and the necessary data were compiled,
categorized, and formulated from the books and other references. The
components, connected to war and resistance, were derived and
classified, given the spread of resistance components; to be
convenient, some components were selected and examined, and the
research conclusions were based on the approach for analyzing the
components of resistance literature. Considering and monitoring
resistance components is one of the most common methodologies in
resistance literature. Thus, by applying a systematic approach, it
seems that it is possible to achieve appropriate consistency. It is also
confirmed that (Kafi, 2021: 144). It is also emphasized that the claim
of the frequency of studying the components among the diverse and
various topics of the resistance literature is not based on speculation,
but monitoring 276 published articles in the Journal of Resistance
Literature shows that 64 articles are titled by studying resistance
components. In this monitoring, we reached 9 groups-components and
60 titles. (Kafi, 1400: 144). Some of these components were based on
identity explanation, anti-oppression and rejecting aliens, chivalry and
fighting spirit, patience and defensive readiness, benevolence, insight
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and discernment, awareness, solidarity and unity, and the religion of
supremacy” (ibid.: 161).

3. Discussion
3-1. General overview

Social life in an individual homeland creates a special dependence
on that context, which is called homeland love; it is prevalent in any
society, and some regard it as innate. Patriotism has a special effect on
an individual life and prompts him to be ready to sacrifice his life for
the sake of preserving the homeland. Throughout history, the
homeland has been one of the main axes of resistance. In general, land
is one of the main things that mankind has tried to acquire and
preserve. Homeland as a mother, reputation, and dignity for a noble
and holy person. The main issue in every war is a dispute over the
land; a country fights to acquire land and resists against another
country to protect its homeland from foreign occupation. Among the
themes, used in war stories and novels, is the sense of patriotism, and
it is one of the most significant components of resistance stories.
Country love always provides a basis for resistance against enemies.
3-2. 009g99g99g9gd 9gg aaalygggg ggeeeeeeee eeeeeeeee
components

Death has a strong presence in both novels; however, both authors
look at death somewhat differently. Fasih considers the death of
characters to be martyrdom in the way of God and their being alive,
and in his opinion, death is not the end of life; while Céline considers
it as an absurd and meaningless end to human life.

Since “Winter 62” is one of the negative novels in which war is the
main theme, it can be seen that the author's view of the war and its
consequences is pessimistic. It can be found in the words and behavior
of the narrator” (Hanif, 1386: 147). People are tired of war and are
waiting for its end. "Everyone is waiting for something to happen.
They are waiting for the war to end. They are waiting for the situation
to be resolved... (Fasih: 99). Despite this war, from his point of view,
it is pressure from the superpowers on Iran, and for this reason, he
considers himself indebted to this selfless generation.

In “Journey to the End of the Night”, although some characters are
killed in the war, these deaths are mostly regarded as an inevitable
outcome of war conditions and the meaninglessness of life, rather than
a conscious choice to achieve martyrdom. The main character is more
afraid of death than looking for it. The characters are sent to the
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battlefield as soldiers to sacrifice their lives for the country, to which
they belong. In this novel, Céline presents a cruel and anti-war image
of the battlefront. He shows how soldiers are forced to fight and be
killed in inhumane and horrible conditions.

4. Conclusion

In both novels, the war, as the main part of the two works, with its
destructive consequences, has provided an unfortunate social situation
for the people; a situation from which none of the characters in both
stories can escape. Both authors regarded war as a horrible and
inhumane experience, with destructive effects on the human psyche.
However, their voice and approach to dealing with this issue are
different. Fasih has a more realistic and objective approach to war,
while Céline has applied sharp and biting language to depict the war.

Death has a strong presence in both novels; however, both authors
look at death from a different viewpoint. Fasih considers the death of
characters as martyrdom in the way of God and regards them as alive;
in his opinion, death is not the end of life, while Céline imagines death
as an absurd and meaningless end to human life. In "Winter 62", there
are some traces of hope. Fasih shows that even in the darkest
situations, humans can strive to survive and find meaning in life. On
the other hand, there is not much hope in “Journey to the End of the
Night”, and Céline presents a dark and disappointing picture of the
future of mankind.

Both Céline and Fasih have chosen symbolic titles for their novels.
“Night” in “Journey to the End of the Night” and “Winter” in “Winter
62” are both symbols of darkness, misery, and death. In “Journey to
the End of the Night”, the author wants to go to the end of the night, to
pass through the night and reach the light, while in “Winter 62”, the
author has chosen the winter season, a symbol of hopelessness and
despair.

In both novels, wherever a conflict occurs, the authors elaborate on
it and describe the battle scenes in detail. “Winter 62” uses themes
such as sacrifice, martyrdom, and the praise of dead and martyrs;
values rooted in Iranian culture, religion, and beliefs, while Céline's
“Journey to the End of the Night” is not the same. The consistencies
of heroes, in terms of the hatred of war and their presence in the war
in both stories, the symbolic titles, and the presence of the pseudo-
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hero in both stories are among the similarities of these two works.
Also, valuing the component of the martyr and martyrdom and dying
for the sake of the homeland is one of the discrepancies between both
novels, rooted in Iranian culture.

Keywords: Components of Resistance Literature, Winter 62, Journey to the
End of the Night, Smaeil Fasih, Louis-Ferdinand Céline.
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