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Abstract

1. Introduction

Freedom is a divine gift, an innate human sentiment. Khlilullah
Khalili and Ahmad Shawqi, two prominent poets of Persian and
Arabic literature, respectively, employed poetry as a weapon to
combat colonialism for their homeland's freedom, sparing no effort.
This research aims to analyze the manifestation of freedom in the
poetry of these two poets through the lens of critical discourse
analysis, specifically Norman Fairclough's three-dimensional
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framework, utilizing data from the American school of comparative
literature.

Critical discourse analysis is an interdisciplinary approach that
seeks to provide a precise interpretation of texts through analysis and
decomposition. It leverages the strengths of other disciplines such as
history, linguistics, sociology, and political science. Among the
various theories of discourse analysis, Norman Fairclough's theory of
discourse practice has gained significant attention due to its systematic
framework. He argues that to understand the hidden meanings of a
text, it must be analyzed at three levels: description, interpretation,
and explanation; as language carries ideological weight at each of
these levels. Poetry, as a text-type, is particularly meaningful in
discourse analysis, given its capacity to encapsulate various themes
and issues, including those related to freedom and liberty.

This research will critically analyze, based on Fairclough's three-
dimensional theory and using data from the American school of
comparative literature, a selection of poems by the renowned poets
Khlilullah Khalili and Ahmad Shawqi, focusing on the theme of
freedom.

The term "comparative literature™ was first coined by the French
critic Abel Villemain. Subsequently, two schools emerged: French and
American. The American school does not focus on the influence and
impact between different literatures; rather, it emphasizes the presence
of similarities.

2. Methodology

This research aims to analyze the manifestation of freedom in the
poetry of these two poets descriptively and analytically, using
Fairclough's critical discourse analysis framework and data from the
American school of comparative literature. It will delve into the use of
vocabulary, grammatical structures, the expression of situational
context, participants, existing discourses, intertextuality, and hidden
ideology. The methodology employed in this research is based on
Fairclough's three-dimensional model. Initially, the poems of both
poets will be examined thematically, followed by an analysis based on
the levels of description, interpretation, and explanation, and finally, a
comparison will be made between them.
The necessity of this study lies in its attempt to examine the concept
of freedom in the poetry of Khalili and Shawaqi, as pioneers of national
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literature in Afghanistan and Egypt, respectively, through a
comparative lens and from the perspective of Fairclough's critical
discourse analysis. No previous research has been conducted on this
specific topic.

3. Discussion

Freedom is a precious gem hidden deep within the human soul.
Throughout history, humanity has spared no effort or sacrifice in its
pursuit. Afghanistan and Egypt, with their tumultuous histories, have
often faced foreign invasions, colonization, and domestic tyranny. The
people of these nations have repeatedly sacrificed their lives and
possessions in their quest for liberty.

¥-).Manifestations of Freedom in Khalili's Poetry

Freedom is one of the most fundamental concepts in Khaliilullah
Khaliili's poetry. Throughout his life, he witnessed many political and
social changes in Afghanistan, which profoundly influenced his
thoughts and poetry. This poet equates freedom with love and faith,
believing that after expelling Adam from Paradise, God bestowed
upon him three new blessings: love, faith, and freedom. Moreover,
from Khaliili's perspective, the world is beautiful only when it is free.
For him, a world without freedom is akin to a prison.

Khaliili addresses his compatriots, reminding them that their
mothers gave birth to them freely and their homeland raised them in
freedom. Therefore, they should spare no effort in their pursuit of
liberty.

Y-Y.Manifestations of Freedom in Shawqi's Poetry

Ahmad Shawqi lived a life full of ups and downs. He witnessed
foreign invasions of his country, which led him to leave his homeland.
This was one of the most significant factors in Shawqi's patriotic
poetry, as he constantly spoke of freedom in his verses. Shawqi
returned to his homeland after the victory of the Egyptian people. In
one of his poems, he attributes this freedom to the blood of the
martyrs who were inspired by the school of Imam Hussein. The poet
is saddened by the fact that he was not present on the battlefield
during the struggles.

In a gasida about freedom, Shawqi responds to a question about the
nature of freedom by saying: Freedom is the essence and honor of
human life, and under its light, people benefit from various blessings.
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Then, the poet calls those who deny the virtue of freedom ignorant
and foolish, and considers them deprived of a happy life.

v-Y.Descriptive Level

The first level of Fairclough's three-level framework is the
descriptive level. The descriptive stage is a prerequisite for the stages
of interpretation and explanation, and in this stage, the apparent
features of the text are examined. Khaliili and Shawqi, using simple,
firm, and purposeful words with relational and expressive values, have
presented attractive and motivating poems for their audience. The two
poets have acted almost identically at this level. The use of ideological
words and expressions, declarative sentences, active verbs, the use of
pronouns, and the naming of self and other discourses are the
similarities between the work of the two poets.

Y-¢ Interpretive Level

The second level of Fairclough's three-level theory is the
interpretive level. At this level, the analyst, using what has been
obtained at the descriptive level, turns to the factors influencing the
formation of the text, agents, discourses, and intertextuality.

¥-¢,3, Situational Context

Situational context refers to the wvarious historical, political,
cultural, and social factors within which a text is produced. The
primary factor motivating the creation of these poems is political. The
historical course of events in Egypt and Afghanistan during the
lifetimes of the two poets, followed by foreign invasions of these
lands, is the most significant factor in the emergence of these poems.
The second factor in the creation of these poems is the religious factor
and belief in Islamic teachings.

Y-£,Y. Participants and Discourses

Given the epic nature of Khaliili and Shawqi's poems, the primary
audience consists of the compatriots of the two poets. Additionally,
fighters, martyrs, women, and colonialists are other participants in the
discourse of Khaliili and Shawqi's poems. Considering the diversity of
participants and the patriotic spirit of Khaliili and Shawqi's poems,
other discourses can be observed, such as: the national discourse, the
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discourse of fighters and martyrs, the feminine discourse, and the
opposing discourse.

Y-£,Y. Intertextuality

Intertextuality is a crucial concept in Fairclough's theory.
According to Genette, intertextuality refers to the presence of one text
within another. In the poetry of Khaliili and Shawaqi, there are
instances of the two poets being influenced by the concepts and great
figures of religion. In order to express their goals, inspire, awaken the
minds of their people, and emphasize the importance and place of
freedom in religious teachings, the two poets have utilized religious
concepts and figures.

Y- Explanatory Level

The third level of Fairclough's theory is the explanatory level. At
this level, the analyst, having moved beyond the linguistic features,
discourse type, intertextuality, and other elements at the descriptive
and interpretive levels, turns to the explanation. At this level, the
analyst aims to "explain why the text was produced in relation to
sociological, historical, ideological, power, and socio-cultural
knowledge factors." In the following, we will examine the ideology
and hidden goals in the discourse of the two poets' poems.

¥-¢,1. Ideology and Hidden Goals

According to critical discourse analysts, all discourses have an
ideological function. In the words of Khaliili and Shawqi, ideology
has a positive and enlightening aspect, and the two poets have tried to
express their goal in a simple and meaningful way. The discourse of
the two poets' poems overtly seeks to change the structure of power
relations in society and desires freedom and independence for the
country.

¢- Conclusion

Based on the research conducted, the following results were obtained:
At the descriptive level, both poets have used words and phrases that are
appropriate to their purpose and, overall, have employed eloquent,
purposeful, ideological, and uncomplicated linguistic structures for their
audience.

At the interpretive level, the situational context, political and religious
factors have played a role in the creation of these poems. The discourse type
of the poems of both poets is nationalistic. The discourse of fighters and
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martyrs is common in the poems of both poets, while the feminine discourse
is more prevalent in Khaliili's poems and the opposing discourse is more
prominent in Shawgi's poems.

At the explanatory level, the discourse of Khaliili and Shawgi's poems,
by presenting an ideological, religious, epic, and motivational discourse,
seeks to raise awareness, create a sense of struggle against colonialists
among compatriots, and ultimately to change the power structures and
dominant ideology of society.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Khalilullah Khalili, Ahmed Shawq;i,
Freedom, Fairclough.
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