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Abstract

Accurate recognition of the works and thoughts of Islamic mystics is not possible without knowledge of their
specific mystical traditions and methods, as their thought system is derived from the principles of the mystical
tradition and the customs of their mystic school. This descriptive-analytical research, focusing on Love and
Reason by Najm al-Din Razi, and Reason and Love (Monazerat Khams) by Ali Ibn Turke Esfahani, aims to
specify the traditions and mystical schools related to these mystics based on the criteria of the first and second
mystical traditions. The findings reveal that these two mystics are influenced by the first mystical tradition in
their goal and approach. However, in other works of Najm al-Din Razi, signs of his inclination towards the
second tradition can be seen. Najm al-Din Razi does not believe in the efficiency of reason in attaining
knowledge, but Ali Ibn Turke’s opinion is the opposite. Regarding the means of knowing and discovering
knowledge, Najm al-Din Razi belongs to the first tradition, and Ali Ibn Turke to the second tradition. Love is a
significant and widely used concept in Love and Reason, whose intended meaning is close to the first mystical
tradition. “Inebriety” and “Ecstatic Expression”, in Reason and Love, are concepts that share the same wording
and meaning in both traditions. Mystical language, in Najm al-Din Razi’s work is phrasal. However, in lbn
Turke’s book, it is a combination of phrases and allusion.

Keywords: Love, Reason, Najm al-Din Razi, Ali Ibn Turke Esfahani, The First and Second Traditions.

* Corresponding author
2476-3292 © The Author(s).

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC 4.0 License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
Eskandari Sharafi, F., & Aghahoseini, H .(2024). Comparing Najm al-Din Razi’s and Ali lbn Turke Esfahani’s Mystical
Schools with Emphasis on the Treatises Love and Reason and Reason and Love (Monazerat Khams). Research on Mystical
Literature, 18 (1), 87-105.

d 10.22108/jpll.2024.141256.1831


https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2476-3292
mailto:h.aghahosaini@ltr.ui.ac.ir
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2476-3292
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0539-7591
https://orcid/0000-0002-3934-0038

ii /Research on Mystical Literature, Vol. 18. No. 1(sequential 52), Spring & Summer 2024

Introduction

The various branches of thought that have emerged within Islamic mysticism, from the early days in the 2"
century to the onset of the 7™ century, only differ in minor issues and mystical practices, with no variations in the
core principles and foundations of mysticism. Therefore, all mystical schools and approaches that arose during
this period fall under the umbrella of the first mystical tradition. However, at the beginning of the 7™ century,
there were significant changes in the principles and foundations of Islamic mysticism. As a result, the mystical
schools that emerged after this time were fundamentally distinct from those that came before and are therefore
associated with the second mystical tradition. This classification is based on the theory of the first and second
traditions of mysticism, which divides the evolution of Islamic mysticism from its inception to the 7" century
into two distinct traditions based on various criteria such as goals, methods, approaches, concepts, topics, and
language. By considering this theory in the study of Islamic mysticism, we can gain a deeper understanding of
the intellectual currents within Islamic mysticism, as mystics’ thoughts, beliefs, and works are shaped by their
mystical school and, on a broader scale, their mystical tradition.

The current study is based on the theory of the first and second mystical traditions. Therefore, Najm al-Din
Razi and Ali Bin Turke Esfahani’s mystical schools are compared in their two treatises Love and Reason and
Reason and Love. Based on the mentioned criteria, the connection between these two mystics is revealed by the
dual mystical traditions.

Review of Literature

In studies related to the history and evolution of Islamic mysticism, the theory of the first and second mystical
traditions is a novel concept proposed by Mirbaghri Fard (2012). This theory criticizes and analyzes practical and
theoretical mysticism, a conventional category in Islamic mysticism, deeming it non-scientific and invalid for
various reasons. Instead, a scientific model is presented that divides Islamic mysticism into the first and second
traditions. This division is based on a significant transformation that occurred in the principles and foundations
of Islamic mysticism at the beginning of the 7th century, leading to a revolution in the mystical schools that
followed. This scientifically grounded theory can play a crucial role in validating studies on the history and
evolution of Islamic mysticism. Therefore, this study serves as a model for investigating and analyzing the
mystical works of Najm al-Din Razi in his treatise Love and Reason and Ali 1bn Turke Esfahani in his treatise
Reason and Love.

Razi’s Love and Reason and Ibn Turke Esfahani's Reason and Love are significant and well-known works in
Islamic mysticism with research potential. However, they have been largely overlooked, with only one study
exploring Najm al-Din Razi’s views on the categories of ‘reason’ and ‘love’ in his work Love and Reason.
Movahedi (2009) demonstrated that in Love and Reason, reason is indeed valid, but its scope of perception is
narrower compared to love.

The present study aims to shed light on the importance of these two works, in addition to recognizing the
insights of Najm al-Din Razi and Ali Ibn Turke Esfahani based on Love and Reason and Reason and Love.

Methodology

This study uses a descriptive-analytical method and its data are taken from library documents and sources. The
statistical community includes two treatises, Razi’s Love and Reason, edited by Tafazoli (1988), and Ibn Turke
Esfahani’s Reason and Love, edited by Jodi Nemati (1996). The entire text of these two works is considered as
the research sample. It should be noted that, in addition to the two mentioned treatises, other works by Najm al-
Din Razi and Ali Bin Turke Esfahani have been used in the deeper analysis of some parts of the study. The study
aims to assess the relationship between the mystical schools of Najm al-Din Razi and Ali Ibn Turke Esfahani,
with dual mystical traditions, through their treatises. Accordingly, the research question is: 1) In the treatises
Love and Reason and Reason and Love, which mystical tradition is consistent with the principles and
foundations of the mysticism of Najm al-Din Razi and Ali Ibn Turke Esfahani?
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Results

Knowing God and seeking perfection are the goals that can be seen in both Najm al-Din Razi’s Love and Reason
and Ali Ibn Turke Esfahani’s Reason and Love. Such goals are based on the two pillars of man and God,
understanding the relationship between them, which is related to the first mystical tradition. Obviously, these
two treatises indirectly raise the issue of self-knowledge as a prelude to theology. Moreover, in addition to these
two works, Najm al-Din Razi’s “Foundation of the Universe” has been added. In Najm al-Din Razi’s intellectual
system, as presented in Love and Reason and his other works, the intellect is not portrayed as having the ability
to know. However, Ali Ibn Turke Esfahani, in Reason and Love and his other works, considers the intellect an
efficient tool for acquiring knowledge. The treatise Love and Reason leans towards the first mystical tradition in
the field of cognition and knowledge.

While intellectual and narrative tools are mentioned, the reasons showcasing Najm al-Din Razi’s inclination
towards discovery and intuition as the sole means of knowledge are more convincing. On the other hand, in
Reason and Love and other works of Ali Bin Turke Esfahani, evidence suggests that in addition to discovery and
intuition, one should also utilize intellectual and narrative tools in cognition and knowledge. Therefore, Ali Ibn
Turke Esfahani, in this regard, aligns more with the second mystical tradition. The approach of the studied
treatises, in line with their goals, follows the first mystical tradition where knowledge is derived from the
interactions between man and God, and the quality of mystical perceptions and discoveries. In some other works
of Najm al-Din Razi, the mystical approach includes another pillar, called “Ontology”. Love is a significant
mystical concept in Love and Reason. The definition of this term in the treatise aligns with the common
understanding of love in the first mystical tradition. The terms “Sukar” and “Shatah” are also important mystical
concepts in Reason and Love, common in both the first and second mystical traditions in word and meaning. The
language used in Love and Reason is phrasal due to its didactic aspect and the use of intellectual and narrative
proofs. Conversely, the language in Reason and Love has features of the symbolic-allegorical parts of the work,
despite also being phrasal because of the frequent use of intellectual and narrative methods.
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