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Abstract

From the perspective of the sociology of language, identity-cultural
issue is one of the most important issues that can be raised through
textbooks, including English language textbooks. Due to the
importance of the topic, the researcher decided to measure the
presence of this topic through the English language teachers’ points
of view in the newly authored English language book and to compare
it with the previous book as well as making a list of the most important
strengths and weaknesses of the new book. The statistical population
of this research includes all the teachers working in education across
the country. In this descriptive and analytical research, the sampling
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method is a multi-stage (geographical) cluster method. To select a
sample of teachers from all the provinces of Iran, five provinces were
considered based on the geographical region, and in the next step, 40
teachers were randomly selected from each province. The research
showed that 74% of the teachers strongly believe in the need to pay
attention to the cultural and identity elements in the newly authored
book and only 3% of the teachers gave a low or very low answer. 69%
of the teachers said that the success of the new book in introducing the
identity and cultural elements has been highly evaluated. In addition,
55% of the teachers evaluated the success of the textbook of the
former system to a very low extent, and this indicates that the former
book paid less attention to the cultural issues of identity than the newly
authored books.

Keywords: English language teachers, identity-cultural issues, the
7" grade textbook, the first guide textbook.

1. Introduction

From the perspective of the sociology of language, the identity-
cultural issue is one of the most important issues that can be raised
through textbooks, including English language textbooks. Due to the
importance of the topic, the researcher decided to measure the
presence of this topic through the English language teachers’ points
of view in the newly authored English language book and to compare
it with the previous book as well as making a list of the most important
strengths and weaknesses of the new book in the field under study.

Research Questions

1. To what extent have identity-cultural issues been paid attention to
in previous English textbooks?

2. To what extent have cultural and local issues been paid attention to
in the newly written English textbook?
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3. What are the most important points and weaknesses of the newly
written English textbook?

2. Literature Review

Lotfabadi and Nowrozi (2013) point to the historical roots, common
land, defense of the land and cultural traditions in presenting the
components of national identity. In introducing other symbols of
national identity, Shekhavandi (2010) and Mirmohammadi (2013),
refer to symbols such as the flag, national anthem, official calendar,
national celebrations, historical and geographical places, as well as
national celebrities and society elites. According to another definition,
national identity is a topic that has great historical and sociological
importance. Its historical importance is due to the fact that, firstly, this
phenomenon has been formed in society over time and has been
affected by historical events and changes. Secondly, any identity that
can be seen today in society and among social groups is derived from
the historical currents of different eras. From a sociological point of
view, national identity is important in the sense that it is considered as
one of the important factors of social cohesion and national unity in
every society. The stronger and more coherent a nation is, the more
successful it will be in consolidating the foundations of solidarity and
social harmony (Zahed 2011).

3. Methodology

Based on its purpose, the present research method is of applied type
and according to the method of data collection, it is of descriptive type.
Descriptive research includes a set of methods whose purpose is to
describe the conditions or phenomena under investigation and can be
used only to know more about the existing conditions or to help the
decision-making process.

The statistical population of the current research is all teachers and
heads of educational groups of English language course working in
educational organizations of all provinces of the country. The sample
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population includes 200 teachers and heads of educational groups who
were selected by multi-stage (geographical) cluster sampling method.
In order to select a sample of teachers and heads of educational groups
from some provinces of Iran (North: Azarbaijan province; South:
Hormozgan province; West: Lorestan Province; East: Khorasan
Razavi Province and Center: Tehran Province), 40 teachers and heads
of educational groups were randomly selected in a purposeful way. In
the current research, descriptive statistics (frequency, percentage, etc.)
were used to analyze the data, and the data obtained from the
questionnaire were analyzed in two qualitative and quantitative ways.
Two methods of face validity and content validity were used to
determine the validity of questionnaires. In order to determine face
validity, 5 experts were asked about the logical connection between
the questions of the questionnaires and the topic and objectives of the
research and the considered variables, as well as the clarity of
expressions (using simple and understandable words), the use of
common language (avoiding the use of technical and specialized
words), compliance with grammar, use of appropriate words,
importance of questions, placement of questions in their proper place,
response time, etc.

After collecting opinions, necessary changes were made in the
questionnaire. In order to determine the reliability of the tool, first, 8
teachers of the seventh grade were selected to answer the
questionnaires. This group answered the questions of the
guestionnaire two more times, one month apart. In the next step,
reliability was calculated using Cronbach's alpha test and its reliability
was confirmed.

4. Conclusion

The issue of identity and paying attention to national identity has been
reflected and emphasized in the macro-scientific-cultural documents
of the country. In the principles governing the content of the
curriculum in the curriculum document, it is stated that the curriculum
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and training programs should focus on the strengthening and stability
of the national identity with an emphasis on the deepening of Islamic
beliefs and values, the culture and civilization of Islam and Iran, the
Persian language and literature, and the values of the revolution. Also,
in the scope of the national curriculum document, it is stated that
teaching foreign languages should go beyond the narrow circle of
theories, approaches and methods compiled in the world and should
become a bed for strengthening national culture and self-beliefs and
values.

One of the concerns of the authors of the book Prospect 1 was the
realization of these goals in the textbook. Therefore, the current
research was carried out with the aim of assessing the newly authored
book in order to evaluate the weight of its identity-cultural
components compared to previous books.

In response to the first question, it was shown that 74% of the teachers
strongly believed in the existence of cultural and identity elements in
the newly written book Prospect 1, and only 3% of the teachers gave
a low or very low answer. 23% of the teachers had an intermediate
opinion while 69% of the teachers evaluated the success of the newly
written book in introducing and dealing with identity and cultural
elements as very high and only 3% considered it low. 28% have
presented an intermediate theory by choosing the middle option. Also,
regarding the workbook of the same collection, 60% of the teachers
rated its success in dealing with the examined components as high and
very high, while 9% rated its success as low and very low. In response
to the second question, 55% of the teachers evaluated the success of
the first book of the former guidebook in this field as very little. This
issue shows that the former books paid less attention to identity-
cultural issues than the newly authored books.

Finally, as is observed, the respected teachers have pointed to the
success of the student book and Prospect 1 workbook in introducing
and dealing with identity and cultural elements. Furthermore, a
significant percentage, which constitutes more than half of the sample
community (55%), evaluated the success of the first book of the
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former guide in introducing and dealing with identity and cultural
elements to a very low level.

In response to the third question, the most important strengths of the
newly written book are sufficient attention to celebrities and scientific
and cultural figures, different regions of Iran, historical works, etc.,
and the most important weaknesses are exaggeration in dealing with
local issues, not paying attention to the components of locality and
ethnicity, and limited attention to the cultural elements of different
countries. In general, the results of the current research show that the
previous books paid less attention to the identity-cultural issues than
the newly written books, and the newly written book Prospect 1 is in
a much better position in this regard.
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1. reliability
2. Cronbach’s Alfa
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