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ABSTRACT ARTICLE INFO

he present study aims to examine the spatial quality of the historical-touristic
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area of Beyn Ol - haramein in Shiraz, with the goal of developing urban design _
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strategies for restoring its place identity. This area, with a rich history of religious,
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cultural, and historical values, has faced identity erosion and a decline in spatial
quality due to uncontrolled investments and excessive destruction. The research
method is descriptive-analytical and based on quantitative data. In this context,
various indicators are evaluated in terms of physical, semantic, and socio - cultural X .
dimensions to prioritize issues and propose solutions for improving spatial quality
and preserving the place identity of the area. Data collection was carried out through | Place Identity

library studies and questionnaires, using random sampling. To assess the indicators, | Historical- Tourism Space
40 urban experts and university professors were consulted, and for data analysis, | Urban Recovery

the Swara and Friedman tests were employed. The results show that among the | Beyn Ol-Harameyn
indicators examined, accessibility, sewage disposal, and aesthetic values play the | Quality Enhancement
most significant roles in enhancing the spatial quality and place identity of the area.
From a theoretical perspective, this study provides a deeper understanding of the
concept of place identity and clarifies its role in urban design. Practically, it can
serve as a model for urban planning focused on improving the quality and identity
of historical spaces. Ultimately, the research suggests that a coordinated approach
to improving the physical-environmental dimensions — particularly their associated
indicators — can not only aid in restoring the place identity of Beyn Ol - haramein
but also increase citizen satisfaction and attract tourists to the area. Attention to this
approach in urban policy - making and planning for the preservation of the identity
and vitality of historical spaces is essential. Accordingly, Accordingly, solutions within
the urban design framework are proposed to improve this area from an urban design
perspective.

Highlights

- A profound understanding of the place identity of destroyed historical spaces was presented.

- The assessment results of components of spatial quality identify the urban design priorities for enhancing the
place identity of Beyn Ol-Harameyn site.

- The SWARA method and Friedman test have been employed to identify the priorities, and proposed the urban
design strategies across physical, semantic, and socio-cultural dimensions.

- Accessibility and wastewater management from the physical-environmental dimension, and aesthetic values
from the semantic dimension of place identity, are recognized as the action priorities.
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I ntroduction: The study has been conducted to investigate the spatial quality of the historical tourism
space, Beyn Ol-Harameyn in Shiraz, Iran and develop urban design strategies to recover its place
identity. Historical urban areas are critical to the cultural memory and continuity of cities and encompass
several layers of religious, social, architectural, and historical values.

However, contemporary urbanization forces, including unregulated land-use changes, development and
rapid changes in physical and socio-economic structures, pose a threat to the spatial identity of such
heritage sites. For historical areas, place identity is defined as the connection between the physical space
and the collective identity of residents and visitors.

It is often reflected in architectural aesthetics, cultural symbolism, and the continued social and ritualistic
engagement within these spaces. The Beyn Ol-Harameyn, with its rich tapestry of religious and cultural
significance, offers an ideal case for studying how urban identity may be preserved or even revitalized to
align with modern urban demands while safeguarding its intrinsic character.

Recognizing the importance of both theoretical insight and practical implications, this study explores
place identity’s potential in not only preserving but also reinvigorating historical spaces. It aims to
address pressing urban issues by investigating three primary dimensions—physical, semantic, and socio-
cultural—as integral components in sustaining and enhancing the unique quality of Beyn Ol-Harameyn.

aterials and Methods: This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach supplemented
by quantitative data collection methods. First, a literature review was conducted to establish the
theoretical foundation for assessing spatial quality for recovering place identity.
This background information presented the development of a structured framework for evaluating spatial
quality within the study area. furthermore, by document review, indicators of spatial quality connected
with place Identity were derived and categorized into physical, semantic, and socio-cultural aspects.
In the second step, the data was collected by surveying method. In this regard, the study sampling
included a group of urban planners, municipal officials, cultural heritage professionals, and residents
with extensive knowledge of or connection to the Beyn Ol-Harameyn area.
A structured questionnaire utilizing the Likert scale was developed to assess the respondents’ perception
of various aspects of physical, semantic, and socio-cultural qualities that have a role in place identity.
Data was analyzed using SPSS, employing deeper insights into the relative importance of each indicator,
the SWARA and Friedman methods were applied, allowing the study to rank and weight factors.

indings: The findings reveal that physical, semantic, and socio-cultural components each play a

distinct and vital role in shaping the overall place identity of the Beyn Ol-Harameyn district. Among
the physical factors, accessibility ranked as the most significant, emphasizing the importance of a well-
designed network of pathways and connections that integrates the historical space with the surrounding
urban context.
Accessibility not only facilitates ease of movement for residents and visitors but also reinforces
the functional coherence of the area, making it more attractive and accessible to a wider audience.
Furthermore, the management of wastewater emerged as a critical factor, as effective sanitation
infrastructures are fundamental for maintaining environmental standards and preventing the degradation
of historical sites.
Without adequate management, water damage and pollution could irreversibly harm the architectural
and structural integrity of historical buildings within the area. Additionally, aesthetic considerations
were found to have a profound impact, as visual harmony and the preservation of iconic architectural
elements are essential in maintaining the unique character and appeal of Beyn Ol-Harameyn. These
elements create an immediate sense of place, offering a visual and sensory experience that is deeply
rooted in the area’s heritage.
From a semantic standpoint, the findings demonstrate that the cultural heritage embedded in Beyn
Ol-Harameyn—including its historical narratives and religious symbolism—plays a substantial role in
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fostering emotional bonds and a sense of belonging. Indicators such as readability, historical continuity,
and the preservation of collective memories were shown to strengthen the place identity and cultural
significance of the area, encouraging deeper connections among both residents and tourists. This
component highlights the importance of preserving symbolic meanings and stories associated with the
area, as these elements contribute to a shared understanding of its value.

The readability of the space, or its capacity to communicate its cultural and historical significance
through visual and spatial cues, enables visitors to appreciate the depth of history encapsulated within
Beyn Ol-Harameyn, adding layers of meaning to their experience.

The socio-cultural dimension also significantly impacts place identity, particularly through aspects like
social security, cultural cohesion, and inclusivity. Social security emerged as an essential element, as
it fosters an environment conducive to social interaction and community engagement. The findings
indicate that a sense of safety and security is integral for promoting positive social dynamics, allowing
residents and visitors to interact freely and build connections within the space.

Cultural cohesion, or the ability of the space to reflect shared cultural values and norms, was also shown
to be crucial in reinforcing place identity. The inclusivity of public spaces—making them accessible and
inviting to people of all backgrounds—is another important factor, as it helps in fostering a sense of
belonging and cultural ownership among a diverse population. The study reveals that when historical
spaces are inclusive, they become more resilient, adapting to the needs of contemporary urban life
without compromising their historical character.

Discussion and Conclusion: The research underscores the importance of a multidimensional
approach to urban design and planning in historical areas, where the goal is to balance the
preservation of cultural identity with the functional needs of modern cities. The strong positive
correlation observed between place identity and physical quality in Beyn Ol-Harameyn suggests that
improvements in infrastructure—such as enhanced accessibility and wastewater management—are
instrumental in preserving and enhancing the spatial identity of historical areas.

These findings resonate with urban design theories that stress the importance of physical infrastructure
as a foundation for cohesive and resilient urban spaces. In line with this, the study highlights that
physical interventions aimed at improving environmental quality can also strengthen the emotional
and cognitive connections individuals have with historical spaces, fostering a greater appreciation and
understanding of their cultural significance.

Aesthetic and symbolic elements are particularly crucial in reinforcing cultural identity in historical
contexts. By maintaining the visual integrity of historical structures and integrating them with the
surrounding urban fabric, urban planners can facilitate the transmission of cultural heritage, preserving
the area’s identity across generations. This approach aligns with existing research on place identity,
which posits that aesthetic coherence and symbolic representations of heritage play a significant role in
building attachment to place.

In the context of Beyn Ol-Harameyn, aesthetic elements such as architectural harmony, iconic landmarks,
and traditional urban patterns help create a visually compelling environment that resonates with
residents and tourists alike. By fostering readability and continuity in design, these elements support
the preservation of cultural memory and provide a stable reference point within the evolving urban
landscape.

The socio-cultural dimension, encompassing factors like social security and inclusivity, is also essential
for sustaining the vibrancy and appeal of historical spaces. Social security, in particular, is highlighted as
a fundamental requirement for promoting positive social dynamics and ensuring the well-being of both
residents and visitors. Spaces that are safe, inclusive, and culturally cohesive contribute to the formation
of a robust social identity, encouraging diverse groups to engage with and feel a sense of ownership over
the space.

In Beyn Ol-Harameyn, these factors contribute to the establishment of an inclusive urban environment,
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where residents and visitors alike can feel connected to the area’s cultural heritage. The study underscores
that a coordinated strategy focusing on physical infrastructure, aesthetic and symbolic elements, and
socio-cultural inclusivity is essential for reviving the spatial identity of historical urban areas.

The study concludes with practical recommendations for urban designers and policymakers, emphasizing
the need to integrate place identity components into urban development strategies, especially in
historical areas. Such an approach is anticipated to not only enhance the quality and sustainability of
these spaces but also contribute to the broader goals of cultural preservation and social cohesion.
Through a holistic and inclusive framework, cities can protect their historical identity while supporting
the dynamic needs of contemporary urban life. Ultimately, the study reaffirms that preserving place
identity in historical contexts is not merely about maintaining physical structures but about fostering
meaningful connections between people and places that endure over time.

Declarations

Conflict of Interest

The authors declare no conflicts of interest related to this research.

Funding

This research did not receive any financial support from governmental or private organizations.

Informed Consent

All participants in this study provided their informed consent in writing.

Authors’ Contributions:

All authors have contributed equally to the conception, design, and execution of this research:
Conceptualization and study design: Erfaneh Ghanbari; Data collection and management: Ahmadreza Savareh;
Data analysis and interpretation: Amir Azimpour, Ahmadreza Savareh, Erfaneh Ghanbari; Tables, charts, maps,
and illustrations: All authors; Draft manuscript writing: Amir Azimpour, Erfaneh Ghanbari; Manuscript revision
and editing: Erfaneh Ghanbari, Amir Azimpour; Final approval: All authors have reviewed and approved the final
version of the manuscript.

Acknowledgments:

The authors sincerely thank the residents of Sang-e Siah neighborhood in Shiraz for their cooperation in providing
the required information.

References

1. Ahmed, S. (2020). Loss of intrinsic qualities of urban form and local social processes in the face of globalisation:
Case of Karachi’s Old Town. METU Journal of the Faculty of Architecture, 37(1). http://dx.doi.org/10.4305/
metu.jfa.2020.1.10

2. Balali Askoi, A., & Dehghan, S. (2019). Explaining the factors influencing the redesign of cultural historical
spaces in the development of urban tourism industry, with a case study of the historical and cultural heritage
of Urmia County. Geography Quarterly (Regional Planning), 9(37), 377-396. [In Persian].

3. Bi-Taraf, A, Zarabadi, S., Sadat, Z., & Zebihei, H. (2021). Re-reading the criteria of vitality in historical places with
emphasis on the heritage tourism approach. Islamic Art Studies, 18(41), 103-123. https://doi.org/10.22034/
ias.2020.218517.1180 [In Persian].

4. Bott, S., Cantrill, J. G., & Myers, O. E. (2003). Place and the promise of conservation psychology. Human Ecology
Review, 10(2), 100-112. http://www.jstor.org/stable/24706959

5. Boussaa, D. (2020). The past as a catalyst for cultural sustainability in historic cities: The case of Doha, Qatar.
International Journal of Heritage Studies, 27(5), 470-486. https://doi.org/10.1080/13527258.2020.1806098

6. Cilek, M. U., Altunkasa, M. F., & Uslu, C. (2024). Urban residents’ attitudes towards the impact of public spaces
on urban life quality: The case of Adana. Open House International, 49(2), 222—243. https://doi.org/10.1108/
OHI-01-2023-0007

7. Dascédlu, D. (2019). Urban heritage management: Planning with history — A review. Territorial Identity and




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

1UDS, 1(1):161-184, 2024

Amir Azimpour, Erfaneh Ghanbari, Ahmadreza Savareh

Development, 4, 102-104. https://doi.org/10.23740/TID220196

Dzieciuchowicz, J., Klima, E., Mordwa, S., & Retkiewicz, W. (2005). Religia w czasach zmian w todzi:
Struktury organizacyjne, przestrzenne i spoteczne. Space — Society — Economy, 7, 286—300. https://doi.
org/10.18778/1733-3180.07.25

Eltarabily, S. (2022). Toward a conceptual framework for evaluating the quality of urban open spaces. Journal
of Sustainable Architecture and Civil Engineering, 31(2), 58—84. https://doi.org/10.5755/j01.sace.31.2.31311
Ernawati, J. (2018). Dimensions underlying place identity for sustainable urban development. MATTER:
InternationallournalofScienceand Technology, 3(3),271-285. https://doi.org/10.20319/mijst.2018.33.271285
Esmaeil-Dokht, M. (2021). The historic fabric as a visual arts museum for historical tourism with emphasis
on the example of Shiraz. Tourism Culture, 2(4), 21-30. https://doi.org/10.22034/t0c.2021.255387.10292 [In
Persian].

Esmaeilpoorarabi, N., Yigitcanlar, T., & Guaralda, M. (2016). Towards an urban quality framework: Determining
critical measures for different geographical scales to attract and retain talent in cities. International Journal of
Knowledge-Based Development, 7(3), 290-312. https://doi.org/10.1504/1JKBD.2016.078556

Etesamiyan, P., Pezhohanfar, M., & Nortaghani, A. (2019). Identifying and prioritizing the design factors
influencing social interactions of citizens in urban public squares. Journal of Spatial Geographic Planning,
9(34), 117-132. https://doi.org/10.30488/gps.2019.100314 [In Persian]

Fathi, S., Sajadzadeh, H., Mohammadi Sheshkal, F., Aram, F., Pinter, G., Felde, I., & Mosavi, A. (2020). The
role of urban morphology design on enhancing physical activity and public health. International Journal of
Environmental Research and Public Health, 17(7), 2359. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph17072359
Ferwati, M. S., Keyvanfar, A., Shafaghat, A., & Ferwati, O. (2021). A quality assessment directory for evaluating
multi-functional public spaces. Architecture and Urban Planning, 17(1), 136—-151. https://doi.org/10.2478/
aup-2021-0013

Hauge, A. L. (2007). Identity and place: A critical comparison of three identity theories. Architectural Science
Review, 50(1), 44-51. https://doi.org/10.3763/asre.2007.5007

Hussein, F., Stephens, J., & Tiwari, R. (2020). Cultural memories and sense of place in historic urban landscapes:
The case of Masrah Al Salam, the demolished theatre context in Alexandria, Egypt. Land, 9(8), 264. https://doi.
org/10.3390/1and9080264

Irandoost, K., Gholami Zarchi, M., & Faizi, S. F. (2019). Analyzing public democratic spaces to enhance public
participation (Case study: Yazd city). Geography and Urban Space Development, 6(2), 171-193. https://doi.
org/10.22067/gusd.v6i2.47003 [In Persian]

Jabareen, Y., & Eizenberg, E. (2021). Theorizing urban social spaces and their interrelations: New
perspectives on urban sociology, politics, and planning. Planning Theory, 20(3), 211-230. https://doi.
org/10.1177/1473095220976942

Jamal, A., Rizki, C. Z., Fitriyani, Rusdi, M., & Diana, A. (2023). Urban quality of life amidst COVID-19 pandemic
in Indonesia: Do economic and geographical factors influence quality of life? Journal of Maps, 19(1). https://
doi.org/10.1080/17445647.2023.2232367

Kaveh, F., Vathiq, B., & Mehrkizadeh, M. (2020). Measuring and prioritizing the quality of identity in historical
fabrics using the Entropy-Topsis method (Case study: Sang-Siah neighborhood of Shiraz). Iranian Journal of
Restoration and Architecture, 10(23), 63—82. [In Persian].

Kermani, A. A. (2020). Heritage management and urban development in Iran: Case study of Shiraz. Journal
of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development, 10(4), 343-357. https://doi.org/10.1108/
JCHMSD-08-2019-0108

Knez, I., Ode Sang, A., Gunnarsson, B., & Hedblom, M. (2018). Wellbeing in urban greenery: The role of
naturalness and place identity. Frontiers in Psychology, 9, 491. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2018.00491
Kosonkova, N. A., & Serova, A. A. (2018). The impact of architectural and historical environment on
religious objects of Samara. Urban Construction and Architecture, 8(3), 93-98. https://doi.org/10.17673/
Vestnik.2018.03.18

Lei, H., & Zhou, Y. (2022). Conducting heritage tourism-led urban renewal in Chinese historical and cultural
urban spaces: A case study of Datong. Land, 11(12), 2122. https://doi.org/10.3390/land11122122




26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

1UDS, 1(1):161-184, 2024
Evaluating the Spatial Quality of Beyn Ol-Harameyn...

Madanipour, A. (2006). Roles and challenges of urban design. Journal of Urban Design, 11(2), 173-193. https://
doi.org/10.1080/13574800600644035

Mahabir, R., Crooks, A., Croitoru, A., & Agouris, P. (2016). The study of slums as social and physical constructs:
Challenges and emerging research opportunities. Regional Studies, Regional Science, 3(1), 399-419. https://
doi.org/10.1080/21681376.2016.1229130

Mehan, A. (2016). Blank slate: Squares and political order of city. Journal of Architecture and Urbanism, 40(4),
311-321. https://doi.org/10.3846/20297955.2016.12469875

Moninger, M. (1993). Organizing the city. Translated by S. Mahdavi. Abadi Magazine, 1373(13). [In Persian].
Oppio, A., Bottero, M., Giordano, G., & Arcidiacono, A. (2016). Valutare I'impatto della qualita urbana sulla
salute pubblica: Un approccio multimetodologico. Epidemiologia & Prevenzione, 40(3—4), 249-256. https://
doi.org/10.19191/EP16.3-4.P249.092

Petrovié, F., & Murgas, F. (2021). Description relationship between urban space and quality of urban life: A
geographical approach. Land, 10(12), 1337. https://doi.org/10.3390/land10121337

Proshansky, H. M. (1978). The city and self-identity. Environment and Behavior, 10(2), 147-169. https://doi.
org/10.1177/0013916578102002

Qazimi, S. (2014). Sense of place and place identity. European Journal of Social Sciences Education and Research,
1,306—310.https://doi.org/10.26417/ejser.v1il.p306-310

. Saheb Khabar. (2022). Revitalizing life; the only way to save the historical fabric of Shiraz. Retrieved from www.

sahebkhabar.ir/news/58743180 [In Persian].

. Sepe, M. (2010, July). Urban policies, place identity and creative regeneration: The Arabianranta case study. In

14th International Planning History Conference, Istanbul (pp. 12—-15).

. Severoglu, C., & Akkurt, H. B. (2019). Rethinking the meaning of transformed historic environment through

the non-Muslim religious structures of lzmir. Resourceedings, 2(3), 222-229. https://doi.org/10.21625/
resourceedings.v2i3.784

. Shajayi, S., Alami, B., & Jihani, H. (2021). Protecting the urban values of historical passageways by focusing

on the pathology of the Upper Neighborhood passageway in Naraq city. Urban Economics and Planning, 2(3),
134-146. https://doi.org/10.22034/UE.2021.2.03.02 [In Persian].

Shamsuddin, S. (1997). Identity of place: A case study of Kuantan town centre, Malaysia (PhD thesis). University
of Nottingham.

Shiraz 1400 Analytical News Site. (2013). What the between the two shrines project has done to the historical
fabric of Shiraz in the last 12 years, from Google Earth satellite images. Retrieved from https://shiraz1400.
ir/?p=5965 [In Persian].

Strandberg, C., & Styvén, M. E. (2024). The multidimensionality of place identity: A systematic concept analysis
and framework of place-related identity elements. Journal of Environmental Psychology, 95, 102257. https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2024.102257

Sushantia, I. R., Setijanti, P., & Septanti, D. (2024). Social, religious, and economic interaction spaces as a
community representational space. Journal of Islamic Architecture, 8(1), 39-53. https://doi.org/10.18860/jia.
v8il.22767

Tournois, L., & Rollero, C. (2020). “Should | stay or should | go?” Exploring the influence of individual factors on
attachment, identity, and commitment in a post-socialist city. Cities, 102, 102740. https://doi.org/10.1016/].
cities.2020.102740

Ujang, N. (2017). Place attachment and continuity of urban place identity. Asian Journal of Environment-
Behaviour Studies, 2(2), 117-132. https://doi.org/10.21834/aje-bs.v2i2.182

Ukabi, E. B., & Akgay, A. 0. (2023). Conserving the historical identity of North Nicosia walled city: Exploring
design approaches and implications from 1983 to 2003. Buildings, 13(9), 2199. https://doi.org/10.3390/
buildings13092199

Van Hecke, L., Deforche, B., Van Dyck, D., De Bourdeaudhuij, I., Veitch, J., et al. (2016). Social and physical
environmental factors influencing adolescents’ physical activity in urban public open spaces: A qualitative study
using walk-along interviews. PLOS ONE, 11(5), e0155686. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0155686
Varethi, H., Vazeen, N., & Azimi, M. (2023). The impact of urban identity factors on tourism development, case




1UDS, 1(1):161-184, 2024

Amir Azimpour, Erfaneh Ghanbari, Ahmadreza Savareh

study: Shiraz city. Urban Tourism Journal, 10(3), 15-31. https://doi.org/10.22059/jut.2023.350827.1080 [In
Persian].

47. Woodhouse, A. (2011). Factors influencing the development of Brisbane’s laneways as successful urban
spaces. Australian Planner, 48(4), 292-304. https://doi.org/10.1080/07293682.2011.605371

48. Zagroba, M., Szczepanska, A., & Senetra, A. (2020). Analysis and evaluation of historical public spaces in small
towns in the Polish region of Warmia. Sustainability, 12(20), 8356. https://doi.org/10.3390/su12208356

Note for Readers:
This paper contains an identical English abstract in two sections:
Abridged Paper: To provide an overview for international readers.
Persian Section: To meet the standardized structure of Persian academic publications.
This repetition is intentional to ensure alignment with academic standards and facilitate readability for both audiences. Readers
are encouraged to review the full paper for comprehensive details.
1B aNIga gl Cudlasly
1wl 5w 93 53 oSl S G Jold Wi oyl
el (Baslgs 4 IS 0 S 4l ol :Abridged Paper iso
B ole SVl 3l clas il culs jslatads 1 pu b 2ok
Sl codlyd gl il e (Bulyd sl oass alb (Lblbks 5 09,5 55 5 glym dalllas Jigend 5 mols (sl sl Ly gLl G Uy iS5
WSS asnl e adlie Lol e 4 (oS

COPYRIGHTS

Copyright for this article is retained by the author(s), with publication rights granted to the :
International Journal of Iranian Urban design studies (IUDS). This is an open access article distributed @ @
under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use,

distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as long as the original authors and source are cited. No
permission is required from the authors or the publishers.




~
F?
V¥ ¥ bl g )le IEVIAY Oliio Y olowi ) 893 .0yl 3] (5o (> 5k Olalllao cols & i g}

Olnl S (21sb Slallhas ole & s
International Journal of Iranian Urban Design Studies (1UDS)

https://iuds.shirazu.ac.ir/

{31 (om0 2Ny (6 552, B U S8 3 Ldd updS ladlio o)
SoCugr b3l 6l (6 ke (Db bS], &l
Y

‘"a)lg.w Lo jaoal T g o8 a8 o e‘)%mlé.c Cyoan g

Ol el ey o1l (g3l o 04SN ¢l o (£ 3D (gozmiiily )
Ol €y (S gilame g i 0SS (gl o 095 sl el (68> gy Y
el oY gy Jle Sigel goiome (il b 09,5 gjlopped (ol )8 & gol sl ¥

\\‘~\“/~\‘;\“~ deﬂ("}i)li 9 )‘)""'N HP‘”U':’ d).i.w.))fu.?t:)b 3.)9.)._?:.0 u_.‘)‘La.Q L.A._).QA{ )y RS L_J )._.\9‘.> M?}J
N S | ol el a8, Pl o (e cgn (il sl 3 iyt o sl lSal, A g Lo

ol 04 5ydgy (olad cas yials g coer inluwyd L wids ]S slag liSale,w 5l il
).) s_an. e Lg‘.hua.&l_») 5[}_.\»') O_gl ).) .CA_.»J‘ s_.o.Sw d‘—ho)b Pt S_M.m'". 9 s-l.a.l?t)“ 5 ;Q.Mo." 9: 3 ’.\.u_b‘.' 9).{ ‘):)9)

JERWERNCITR Slo (=l Kaly dacodel o Lo b o (bl (Simyd clainl 5 (olize ((gaJ slal B
olallas 5,k 5l Lasols 9135 amy asly| Luas o=l (SKe cer s g lad caS Do

S cugn o | P . Sy E.o o a -
N ey 5 Llous sLa ysel 5 Lavosls Jgloes 53 g olSiils bl o (0 Bjo> yloamasiio a5 ¥+
S 2Lk ) . Y o ) . s en @
O,,,),mw i cu_w).w;.) ‘u—“’))’.'))}" L;Lhaua.'>l_w O )1 Py J_ba)k;o ul_w) u.u_lbg)J C_’L»J ol 0dd 4_».9)5 0 )—b2
T adhie ol (S cogm g cdS s 1) gyl cp i (BUS oloj lasl g oS b

U_J“}ﬁl Ol}..l_Cd.g J._Jl}?do ‘u_lo.c JUES 5l JEEmsC IV .J..;fdo P99y (8 yR— Ls._>|).|o »l, C)‘ Htans
cu_:LQe).) 39.»; odla ! u_>o)b stbLaB T g MAS )9_4())_’)_{)@ l_, d).e‘_& d)_:)duol;); dl)_:
sl yadls pold jaba g dase calS slal by 4 Soalon angy a S dad o Lis (iagh
g )l b )30, gy oyl d d sy Dy b o ddlaie ol ay S 508 Qs g |y
(s o ol ()90 (Bl slalad (b g cge s o s gLl

ol o a3l o b oBas l Las ol de s byl (oleo yal,

S o WLl (358 (om0 p3 (Pl slalad 3 e cagn porie I es S ipgk

load (e cngn LB ) et | s bl Sl glacodyl (nlad ciS glaadlie (bjlaols —
Al Ao (e Pl (6 SB35 (Sl

(3 e sbal > et 2l syl sl g Lacadsl (s sl o f 925l g Dlgw 09 51 —

e g (lixe dm l (BUSaloj sl byl g (Harme — B am Sl NS 2 (s pd aibls
g g 4l 5 pla 8l Lol slacagsl lesa

Alio ) & B3 £l 0925

Cogr (bl gl s ohb la ) Saly Al Gl eyl (6,8 55)5 Su )b glas oy (olad coaS sladdlie (bl (VFAY) Lo ylow g g qs B el (jopulace
NNNAE (W)WY o) s (oo ldllao | ale dyii . S0

RCR LR P VWPV
erfaneh.ghanbari@gmail.com : Jyiume 83w w3l




S
¥
VFe ¥ olimali g ket IFVIAF Olin LY ojlowd ) 090 .4l ] (6 o (A yb Olalllae cole &y pulis §:

Oln! G (b Slllhas ol 2y 5l
International Journal of Iranian Urban Design Studies (1UDS)

https://iuds.shirazu.ac.ir/

ORGINAL REASERCH PAPER

Evaluating the Spatial Quality of Beyn Ol-Harameyn, a Historical — Tourism Space in Shiraz,
Iran: Urban Design Strategies for Recovering Place Identity

Amir Azimpour?, Erfaneh Ghanbari %", Ahmadreza Savareh?

1. Ph.D. Student in urban planning , School of Urban Planning, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
2. Ph.D. Candidate in urban planning, Department of Urban Planning, Faculty of Art and Architecture, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran.
3. Graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Urban Planning, Department of Urban Planning, Larestan Higher education complex, Lar, Iran.

he present study aims to examine the spatial quality of the historical-touristic

area of Beyn Ol - haramein in Shiraz, with the goal of developing urban design
strategies for restoring its place identity. This area, with a rich history of religious,
cultural, and historical values, has faced identity erosion and a decline in spatial | Accepted 27/08/2024
quality due to uncontrolled investments and excessive destruction. The research | Available Online  16/09/2024
method is descriptive-analytical and based on quantitative data. In this context,
various indicators are evaluated in terms of physical, semantic, and socio - cultural
dimensions to prioritize issues and propose solutions for improving spatial quality
and preserving the place identity of the area. Data collection was carried out through | pjace identity
library studies and questionnaires, using random sampling. To assess the indicators, | pistorical- Tourism Space
40 urban experts and university professors were consulted, and for data analysis, | yrban Recovery
the Swara and Friedman tests were employed. The results show that among the | geyn ol-Harameyn
indicators examined, accessibility, sewage disposal, and aesthetic values play the | quaiity enhancement
most significant roles in enhancing the spatial quality and place identity of the area.
From a theoretical perspective, this study provides a deeper understanding of the
concept of place identity and clarifies its role in urban design. Practically, it can
serve as a model for urban planning focused on improving the quality and identity
of historical spaces. Ultimately, the research suggests that a coordinated approach
to improving the physical-environmental dimensions — particularly their associated
indicators — can not only aid in restoring the place identity of Beyn Ol - haramein
but also increase citizen satisfaction and attract tourists to the area. Attention to this
approach in urban policy - making and planning for the preservation of the identity
and vitality of historical spaces is essential. Accordingly, Accordingly, solutions within
the urban design framework are proposed to improve this area from an urban design
perspective.

Highlights

- A profound understanding of the place identity of destroyed historical spaces was presented.

- The assessment results of components of spatial quality identify the urban design priorities for enhancing the
place identity of Beyn Ol-Harameyn site.

- The SWARA method and Friedman test have been employed to identify the priorities, and proposed the urban
design strategies across physical, semantic, and socio-cultural dimensions.

- Accessibility and wastewater management from the physical-environmental dimension, and aesthetic values
from the semantic dimension of place identity, are recognized as the action priorities.
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