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The conservation of historical places requires the recognition of their values as the motivation
for this commitment. Currently, this motivation and obligation is considered predetermined,
and the obligation is the psychological attachment to the place. This type of commitment is
formed without the intervention of human experience based on contractual values of locations.
Also, place attachment makes one committed to the conservation of a historical place. Based
on this, the present research seeks to understand the values of historical places and define their
components as a motivation for the more sustainable mental and objective commitment of
people attached to those places. Thus, the questions to answer are ‘What are the motivations
of people attached to historical places to conserve them?’ and ‘What is the difference between
the values of historical places in the attitude of experts and people attached to those places?’.
In order to achieve this goal, a qualitative approach, a case study strategy, a guided qualitative
content analysis method and a semi-structured interview were used from a targeted sample of
the people attached to Fort Mosque in Yazd, as a well-known historical and religious
architecture. In the opinion of experts, this mosque has all kinds of historical, cultural, and
current values. Moreover, considering Imam Reza’s (pbuh) stopping and worshiping in this
mosque, it is of interest to all the people in Yazd; the presence of people from the surrounding
neighborhoods and markets can be seen in it continually. This mosque is located in the main
crossing of the Dar al-Shafa neighborhood of Yazd and adjacent to Yazd Bazaar complex. Its
original building belongs to the 2nd century AH, and the current building belongs to the
Safavid period. To collect the data, interviews were conducted with people who were present
in the place. The guided qualitative content analysis method was used for data analysis. The
selection of the interviewees was done through sequential purposive sampling and the
theoretical sampling method. Out of 60 people who participated in this interview, 37 answered
all the questions. Of course, from person 29 onwards, the new codes that could be provided
were not mentioned. But, for theoretical saturation, the interviews continued until the 37th
person. The findings show that the values of historical places in the attitude of people attached
to them are of four categories including a) values caused by other people's relationship with
space, b) values caused by space and function, ¢) values resulting from interpersonal
communication in space, and d) emotional nodes between person and space. The priority of
value categories for them are emotional nodes, which, in turn, include the nodes based on
interpersonal relationships and the nodes based on space, the values related to interpersonal
relationships, the values related to other people's relationships with space, and the values based
on space and function. The findings show fundamental differences between the values of a
historical place in the attitudes of people with a sense of place attachment and the priority of
those values. These differences are mainly because time and space reach zero in the dependent
person's attitude towards the value of the historical place. This occurs in such a way that the
person dependent on the place defines the value of the historical place based on the place-
oriented and need-oriented values in a contractual way and with the priority of the current
value. If the people attached to a historical place define the value of that place in his
simultaneous experience and based on human emotions and his interactions with other people
and places, they give priority to social interactions and emotional nodes. Considering the
deeper and the stable human-centered and emotion-centered relationships with historical
place, as well as the non-uniformity of attitudes in valuing based on the findings of the
research, the final result is that, in conservation, the values given by the individual people
attached to the place should be kept in a higher priority than the contractual values suggested
by experts.
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