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Exploring Ruling (Jadval) in Islamic Manuscripts: A Textual and
Document-Based Approach since the 9 Century
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Abstract

Ruling (Jadval) is an ancient decorative element commonly found in Islamic manuscripts, particularly those produced
in Iran. Over time, various ruling styles emerged during the 9" and 10" centuries AH. Beyond its decorative function,
ruling also governs the placement of text, illuminations, and images on manuscript pages. Despite its importance,
scholarly research on ruling remains limited. This study aims to address this gap by examining the significance of
ruling, introducing notable ruling artists, exploring the associated costs, presenting ruling tools, and revising Qazi
Munshi Qomi’s explanations of ruling styles. Qualitative analysis of historical texts and documents reveals that
ruling has been consistently present in manuscripts since the 9" century. Notably, the ruling fee, as evidenced by
the “Baravord” document from the late 9" century, appears reasonable when compared to other artistic expenses
such as writing, painting, and gilding. Additionally, this research corrects descriptions of ruling styles found in the

book “Golestan Art” from the 10" century by comparing them with actual ruling styles employed in manuscripts.
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