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Abstract

The term paratexts encompasses the peripheral elements surrounding a text, both physically and conceptually.
These elements serve as the gateway to the main content, facilitating the initial interaction between the audience
and the text. Initially introduced by Gérard Genette in the analysis of literary works, the concept has since found
broader application. Within the realm of Islamic arts, the Qur’an holds a unique position. As a sacred text and a
miraculous revelation to the Prophet of Islam, it has been meticulously transcribed and adorned. Calligraphy and
book design flourish in Qur’anic manuscripts. While the Qur’an primarily serves as a textual resource, its physical
form also influences how it is perceived. Contemporary Qur’anic manuscripts, such as those adorned by Iranian
painter Hossein Zendehroudi, take on new significance due to their visual appeal. By examining these arrays and
decorations, we can explore their contemporary relevance through the lens of Genette’s theory of paratextuality.
The purpose of this research, conducted through analytical and descriptive methods with a specific book as a case
study, is to explore Qur’anic arrays in their contemporary context using Gérard Genette’s theory of paratextuality.

Key words: Paratextuality, Qur’an, Gérard Genette, Hossein Zendehroudi.

1- Email: azarmmarkazi@gmail.com
2- Email: Moh.sharifzade@iauctb.ac.ir

3- Email: m.aref@iauctb.ac.ir

(Date Received: 2023/06/29 - Date Accepted: 2024/04/02)



