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B Effective Factors Influencing the Architecture, Formation,
and Spatial Distribution of Bijar Garrus Castles during the
Middle Centuries of the Islamic Era

Ali Behnia
PhD in Archaeology, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Bu-Ali Sina University

Mohammad Ebrahim Zarei
Professor, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Bu-Ali Sina University

Architecture is one of the important perspectives of every culture in its immediate
and local environment. The natural features and the special strategic location of Bijar
Garrus, particularly its position along the transit route serving as a transportation
corridor from the west of Iran to the northwest, made the Ismaili sect build defensive
fortifications in the Islamic Middle Ages. This was due to its special environmental
conditions in an attempt to spread their religion. Among these defensive fortifications,
five castles have been identified in this study. The present survey is an attempt to
explain the architectural features and functions of these castles and find out the
location of the passages and the geopolitical and geostrategic area of this region in
the Islamic era (5th to 9th century AH). Like the others in the Islamic era, the castles
of this region have different parts in terms of their architecture, such as the tower, the
rampart, the citadel, the school house, the second defensive wall, the storage tank,
and other special features. They were made of imported materials such as rubble
(rubble and cut stone) and plaster mortar, and in some places, the primary construction
materials were bricks, clay, and mortar. The plan of these castles does not follow a
specific pattern. They were constructed mainly as defensive fortifications to deal with
human invasions, provide security, and define borders. Environmental conditions,
such as easy access to water and grain and remoteness from population centers, are
among the various factors influencing the choice of locations for these castles. One
of the features of the castles studied in this survey is that they were connected easily.
The present survey’s findings indicated that a linear pattern can be seen in the spatial
distribution of these castles, stretching from the north of the Bijar to the southeast
and drawing a path from Takht Suleiman (Azerbaijan) towards Hamedan plain. The
castles of this region are comparable to the remaining castles of the Ismailis in other
regions like Qoms, Qahestan, and Arjan.

Keywords: Islamic architecture, Middle Ages, Castle, Bijar Garrus, Ismailis
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