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The paintings in religious buildings, which are a type of native, cultural and historical heritage in the
architecture of Mazandaran and Golestan regions, were painted in the Qajar period. These paintings,
which do not have a high visual quality, originate from the pure beliefs and thoughts of artists and
common people, whose impact can be seen on the culture and literature of the people of this country.
The purpose of this article is to conduct a comparative study of imaginary creatures in the paintings of
Qajar period ritual buildings in Babol (Mazandaran province) and Gorgan (Golestan province) in terms
of diversity and reading of form and content. Thus, this question is raised: what are the characteristics,
similarities and differences of the imaginary creatures used in the paintings of the Qajar era religious
buildings in the mentioned regions in terms of theme and visual values? Therefore, the number of ten
samples of paintings from the religious monuments of Babol region and seven samples of paintings from
Gorgan region have been selected and used as the basis of analysis. The research method is descriptive-
analytical, and information is collected by using library and field methods. The results of the research
indicate that the imaginative motifs in the religious buildings of the two mentioned regions, due to the
proximity of the two provinces and their influence on each other in terms of cultural relations, in the use
of visual qualities such as the use of curved forms and lines, simple compositions, the use of mysterious
space creation and drawing them in a two-dimensional way without volume and simple and popular
imagery, have commonalities. However, in Babol’s Saganfars, imaginative motifs represent the taste and
creative mentality of the artist, who has drawn simple and unprofessional motifs with a fluent pen and
free line design. On the other hand, in the Gorgan region, these motifs are drawn with a more realistic
look, and paying attention to proportions has greatly contributed to the more objective aspect of the
motifs. It is also noteworthy to mention that most of the motifs represent the frontal view which has
further helped in achieving a better understanding and analyses of the paintings. But, the significant
aspect which seems to require further studies after much thought on the imaginary motifs of the Babol
and Gorgan regions, apart from the fact that the majority of these works of art have been created by
self-taught artists and artisans and have been designed and colored in a folkloric manner far from the
knowledge of academic rules and principles, is the variety in the local artists’ approach in each region
in terms of creation of motifs and their nature. In other words, in Babol region, a simple expression of
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the image and creative use of folkloric drawing as well as individual and mental taste of the artist have
led to the creation of motifs with simple and fluid lines and a mixture of mental and realistic view by
the artist (which can be observed in examples such as the motifs of dragon, Div (demon), and lion and
sun). On the other hand, in Gorgan region, motifs represent a more objective and material aspect and a
strong and rigid drawing in comparison to the motifs of Babol region. It may further be added that due
to the primitive and unsophisticated drawing of a type of images in Babol region, Images based on a
different language have come to view. On the whole, as evident in the motif of the lion and sun in both
regions, in the Babol region, the partial depiction of the painting has enhanced the sense and impression
of its imaginary nature and shows that the local artist has not tried to depict the reality and essential and
inherent nature of lion, while in Gorgan region, the above-mentioned motif, represents an attention to
the proportions of lion’s body and depiction of the animal’s muscular legs, which leads to creation of a
more material and realistic image.

Keywords: Ritual Buildings, Folk Art, Imaginary Creatures, Qajar Era, Golestan, Mazandaran
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