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Objective:  This article aims to identify solutions for achieving effective governance in 

student assessment and admission systems, focusing on the national exam in Iran. 

Methods: This research gathered primary data through a qualitative approach, 

employing thematic analysis methodology via interviews with 27 scientific and executive 

experts of the assessment and admission system. Following the coding of these 

interviews, 175 basic themes were categorized into 23 organizing themes. The focus 

group confirmed the validity of the methodology. 
Results: The research findings suggest that solutions for achieving effective and good 

governance in the assessment and admission system can be classified into seven levels: 

Integrity in governance, optimization of the assessment process, revision of the admission 

process, strengthening academic and career guidance, representation in institutional 

management, consideration of economic and social requirements, and reforms in 

approach. 

Conclusion:   Research findings suggest that effective governance and improvements to 

the student assessment and admission system require comprehensive and integrated 

policymaking, updated regulations, a clear division of national responsibilities, and 

coordination among institutions. Additional measures include separating assessment 

from admission, increasing the role of universities in admission and field selection, 

fundamentally transforming academic guidance, reforming assessment criteria and 

revising the national exam, regulating the entrance exam market, and initiating discourse 

reforms. 
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