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Introduction

A review of the political and social structure of Iran since ancient times reveals that
giving titles was a common practice in various dynasties and continued after the
advent of Islam. In different periods, kings often gave titles on individuals based on
merit and relationships, primarily to consolidate their power and political authority.
Based on historical documents and studies, the granting of titles became particularly
widespread during the Qajar period (Vafaei & Firoozbakhsh, 2017, pp. 50, 71). In
fact, understanding the key figures of Iran during the Qajar era is nearly impossible
without the knowledge of the titles and honorifics prevalent at the time. The
administrative structure of the Astan Quds, which was established during the Safavid
era, expanded significantly during the Qajar period. Influenced by the government
and especially the royal court, this institution developed various positions, each
associated with specific titles, shaped by a range of factors. This study seeks to
address the following questions:

v What factors were instrumental in identifying and classifying the titles of the
Qajar period within the administrative structure of Astan Quds?

v What is the relationship between the granting of titles and the occupational
and social status of individuals within the administrative framework of
Astan Quds?
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Research Methodology
In this study, an attempt was made to extract and organize thematic data into tables

and charts using a descriptive-analytical method. Relying on documents from the
Khorasan region and the administrative records of Astan Quds Razavi, the research
aims to offer new insights into the identification and classification of titles—ranging
from religious, military, and hereditary titles to governmental titles—within the
organizational structure of Astan Quds during the Qajar period.

Findings

Most government officials during the Qajar period held titles, which they took
pride in, as these titles were granted by royal decree, even though they often did not
have stable jobs or regular salaries (D’ Allemagne, 1956, p. 29). The administrative
structure of Astan Quds during this time, influenced by the royal court, developed
various positions, each associated with specific titles. A total of 1,374 titles have
been identified from Astan Quds documents, with approximately 200 mentioned in
Karim Soleimani’s Book of Titles, while the rest were found solely in Astan Quds
records. Among the positions at Astan Quds, the administrator (i.e., Mutawalli) was
responsible for managing endowments and overseeing internal security at the shrine
(Naghdi, 2020, p. 372). After the administrator, the vice-regent of the custodian (i.e.,
Naib al-Tawliya) held the highest position in the administrative structure
(Souzanchi, 2006, p. 11). Other important positions included those associated with
the guards (i.e., Kashiks), who managed the shrine’s operations (Naghdi, 2020, pp.
136-137). Additional key roles within the guards included chief of servants (i.e.,
Khadem-bashi), chief of the mat-spreaders (i.e., Farash-bashi), chief of the
doorkeepers (i.e., Darban-bashi), chief caller to prayer (i.e., Moazen-bashi), chief
caretaker of footwear (i.e., Kafash-bashi). The titles held by these individuals can be
categorized into three groups: religious titles, governmental and political titles and
military titles.
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Figure 1. Percentage of suffixes used in the titles

Percentage

® al-Dawla  ® al-Sultan = al-Saltana ® al-Malek = al-Mamalik

Discussion and Conclusion

The study showed that titles in Astan Quds were highly diverse, with the most
frequent being “Etemad al-Tawliya” and similar titles with the “-al-Tawliya” suffix.
One notable feature in the documents is the creative use of the “-al-Tawliya” suffix
in title formation. The competition for these specific titles, due to their prestigious
status in Astan Quds and the associated rewards, led to their widespread use. Another
notable finding is the hereditary nature of some titles, which were at times passed
down through families, either along with the associated job or solely as titles. Titles
were also frequently granted in conjunction with a specific job, although at times,
the title did not correlate with the position. The positions most commonly associated
with titles were the shrine’s servants across five Kashiks, with the fourth Kashik
having the highest number of titles. Most titles were granted through royal decrees
or by the Mutawallis of Astan Quds, who often also held the governorship of
Khorasan. Titles were only formalized and given official status once they were
registered through such decrees. In conclusion, there is not necessarily a meaningful
connection between the diverse titles and the administrative roles within the Astan
Quds.
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List of Documents, Organization of Libraries, Museums, and Center of

Documents, Astan Quds Razavi, Document Number

3/90758  1/120613 39547 1/104570 1/40026 1/2886 54466 142104
142136 122571  2/40870 24048 23713 29899 203659 22525
1776 15376 24000 22106 62860.

6555 17850 20308 147 19641 18019 10826 63402 149 53106.
6555 41203 22058 619 104570 11189 63510 149 6555.1035
111207 6555 12188 22512 42454.41776 17880 17725 104635
19390 6555 12092.

16902 10697 17838 11970 21382 43663 4920 44289 16902 10870 17840 6555
41378 16885 18023 17486 16526 10692 16143 11165 11393 18433 16526 10872
11165.

11390 65334 17998 17380 16746 11168 17651 10889 111355 17789 11190 43737
17515 43751 17837 6533 6359 17240 44321 43743.

16902 17880 10899 43796 16854 22147 6337 15908 10836 43757 43812 17342
43790 6555 16526 22547 104569 18050 43849.
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17417 16661 43711 11416 43802 15526 43745 17003 10829 17880 10859 43802
43807 44390 17215 104604 43765 21935 12032 14455 10902 12157 43802.
17205 6555 11020 17521 17404 111049 21916 11167 17515

11019  21749.
104629 17833 17221 222280 17997 18513 43765 17598 1663 11086.
45152 43762 43839 10906 21701 11566 43694 11324 6555 17596.
30546 44397 42068 19609 41563 41566 29858 45178 6555 29935 18477 18039
10350 17989 18185.
206265 41094 24783 204068 25747 63055.
17177 43827 53106 17484 17009 31690 43812 17805 17837 19979.
103728 6555 17850 19366 18307 104576 39863 103728 1733 39753.
6555 22247 41430 41203 17312 17086 17822 53049 41441 22567 53100.
104951 59994 103979 41542 25798 113490 12142 62268 205681 25263.
42378 10408 17025 25661 15661 25734 11768 17090 21641 16550 128823.
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