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Objective: Writing an encyclopedia and advancing knowledge requires the collaboration
of expert groups. When an encyclopedia is published under the name of an organization
or university, it becomes possible to leverage the diverse capacities of various
individuals. To achieve this, there is a need for cross-temporal and cross-spatial working
groups. This approach facilitates collaboration over extended periods, transcending
generations (cross-temporal) and allowing participation regardless of specific locations
or traditional systems (cross-spatial).

Methods: In this research, a comparative study was conducted by examining three major
academic encyclopedias of the world: the Oxford Encyclopedia, the Academic American
Encyclopedia, and the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Their characteristics were
compared to discuss the necessity of designing an encyclopedia for the University of
Tehran. Finally, a conceptual model of this encyclopedia is presented.

Results: Based on this, the Encyclopedia of the University of Tehran emphasizes the
importance of comprehensive, long-lasting, coherent, and reliable information. In this
research, we examined several major academic encyclopedias to analyze their strengths
and characteristics. Overall, it appears that the survival and development of these works
depend heavily on the collective efforts of an expert group in both cross-temporal and
cross-spatial contexts, allowing for the effective management of individual knowledge
over time.

Conclusions: In this research, the term "Encyclopedia of the University of Tehran™ has
been studied and conceptualized, a concept that is recognized within the scientific
community. The publication of academic encyclopedias, such as "Encyclopedia of the
University of Tehran", highlights the potential for creating excellence-oriented libraries
while emphasizing knowledge management and documenting the scientific
achievements of scholars and experts across various fields. In this context, there is a
recognized need for long-term planning and the organization of researchers into
intergenerational and international groups.
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Introduction
Encyclopedia writing is a scientific and professional process carried out by specialists and

scientists across various fields to develop knowledge and enhance the quality of scientific texts.
Among the types of encyclopedias published in this context are academic encyclopedias, which
are compiled and published by experts in their respective disciplines. Publishing academic
encyclopedias represents an investment that guarantees scientific interaction and supports
academic libraries, while also promoting their goals, principles, and methods of scientific
communication.

Writing an encyclopedia and advancing knowledge requires the collaboration of expert
groups. When an encyclopedia is published under the name of an organization or university, it
becomes possible to leverage the diverse capacities of various individuals. To achieve this, there
is a need for cross-temporal and cross-spatial working groups. This approach facilitates
collaboration over extended periods, transcending generations (cross-temporal) and allowing
participation regardless of specific locations or traditional systems (cross-spatial). Therefore, in
the current research aims to develop the Encyclopedia of the University of Tehran, the
following topics have been discussed:

a) examination of cross-temporal working groups;

b) consideration of extra-local working groups;

c) analysis of the concepts of encyclopedia, culture, dictionary, and their differences;

d) review and analysis of academic encyclopedias; and

e) elaboration on the concept of the Encyclopedia of the University of Tehran and an

examination of its benefits for the scientific community.

As a result, based on the research objectives, an attempt is made to investigate several cases
of academic encyclopedias using a comparative study method. Finally, the significance of this
research is discussed. In general, it is inadequate to adapt without making the results available
to researchers. Matching should be conducted by testing two or more objects with the aim of
extracting characteristics, differences, and similarities. A group of humanities experts believes
that nothing can replace comparative methods in social sciences; however, caution should be
exercised in their use (Moghimi et al., 2010).

Method
In this research, a comparative study was conducted by examining three major academic

encyclopedias of the world: the Oxford Encyclopedia, the Academic American Encyclopedia,
and the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Their characteristics were compared to discuss
the necessity of designing an encyclopedia for the University of Tehran. Finally, a conceptual
model of this encyclopedia is presented.

Results
Based on this, the Encyclopedia of the University of Tehran emphasizes the importance of

comprehensive, long-lasting, coherent, and reliable information. In this research, we examined
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several major academic encyclopedias to analyze their strengths and characteristics. Overall, it
appears that the survival and development of these works depend heavily on the collective
efforts of an expert group in both cross-temporal and cross-spatial contexts, allowing for the
effective management of individual knowledge over time.

Conclusions
In this research, the term "Encyclopedia of the University of Tehran™ has been studied and

conceptualized, a concept that is recognized within the scientific community. The publication
of academic encyclopedias, such as "Encyclopedia of the University of Tehran", highlights the
potential for creating excellence-oriented libraries while emphasizing knowledge management
and documenting the scientific achievements of scholars and experts across various fields. In
this context, there is a recognized need for long-term planning and the organization of
researchers into intergenerational and international groups.

The compilation of the Encyclopedia of the University of Tehran requires extensive
cooperation and detailed, comprehensive planning that addresses all scientific, technical, and
managerial aspects. To achieve this, it is essential to define the goals and vision for knowledge
across various fields—scientific, cultural, literary, artistic, and historical—so that it becomes
one of the most reliable academic resources in Iran and the region, with free and open access
for all. In this context, it is necessary to utilize cross-temporal and cross-spatial working groups,
including editors, thematic editors, authors, scientific reviewers, technical teams, and project
managers. These groups will define the processes for compilation, publication, review, and
revision. This effort requires a robust infrastructure and the design and development of a
multilingual platform that offers easy and user-friendly access. Additionally, a content
management system must be developed to ensure active updates over time, allowing for
continuous review and the addition of new content.

Overall, by creating appropriate infrastructures and forming cross-temporal and cross-spatial
working groups, it is possible to transform this collection into a reliable and comprehensive
source of knowledge that will significantly contribute to the improvement of the scientific and
cultural level of society. Examining the major academic encyclopedias of the world and their
development indicates that this trend will continue to evolve in the future. It can be said that
encyclopedias relying on traditional systems have fallen from prominence and are increasingly
moving toward obsolescence. The publication of academic encyclopedias, such as the
Encyclopedia of the University of Tehran, highlights the potential for creating excellence-
oriented libraries while emphasizing knowledge management and documenting the scientific
achievements of scholars and experts across various fields. In this context, there is a recognized
need for long-term planning and the organization of researchers into intergenerational and
international groups.
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