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Abstract

Subject: The economy of culture is one of the areas that has shaped the direc-
tion of economic development in today’s world under the concept of “cultural
industries” and focuses on the role of people’s (citizens’) creativity in production.
According to the United Nations classification, the various sectors of cultural in-
dustries include art, books, films, paintings, festivals, handicrafts, music, design,
animation, and video games. These sectors have a positive impact on the economic
growth of their areas of activity through the creation of intellectual property and
employment. From this perspective, the potential role of local governments, espe-
cially municipalities, in supporting the growth of these industries is more promi-
nent than other industries. The present study aims to develop a well-documented
and effective policy-making model to support the municipality in the prosperity of
the cultural economy in Tehran.

Methodology: The data, which includes primary data (direct observations and
questions) and secondary data (study of documents, written experiences, and les-
sons learned), were analyzed using the grounded theory strategy. This strategy
extracts the latent pattern in the data in three stages of open, axial, and selective
coding. The pattern extracted from these stages includes the axial category, causes,
background and intervening conditions, strategies, and finally consequences. It is
presented as a paradigmatic model. The research orientation is primarily funda-
mental, but considering the requirements of the upstream documents of the pro-
ject, especially the Third Development Plan of Tehran, it is considered an applied
research. Considering the purpose of the research, which is to develop a model,
the strategy used is the grounded theory strategy. In terms of time horizon, the re-
search was designed and implemented as a single-section, and the main method of
collecting research data was interviews. In addition to extracting the pattern, using
the SWOT model, strengths and weaknesses (internal factors affecting policies)
and opportunities and threats (external factors affecting policies) were analyzed
from the interviews and strategic suggestions were presented based on them. The
proposed strategies were developed around four main axes: infrastructure, facili-
tation, education, and income generation.

Findings: The most important achievements of the present study are:
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- Developing a policy-making model for the prosperity of the cultural economy in
Tehran from the perspective of urban governance

- Prioritizing definable support policies based on urgency and effectiveness

- Explaining the axes of education, infrastructure, facilitation, and income gener-
ation in the model

- Explaining the revenue sources of Tehran Municipality from the point of support
policies

- Developing a revenue model for the municipality in the field of the prosperity of
the cultural economy

Conclusion: Given the various approaches developed towards the category of cul-
tural economy, the dominant approach for the prosperity of this field and achieving
the desired situation is the economic approach. The main features of this approach
are the emphasis on the economic functions of cultural industries such as wealth
creation or its economic dimensions such as economic growth. The most impor-
tant proposition considered by policymakers, especially in municipalities and local
governments, is “cultural industries as drivers of economic development,” which
shows that the stakeholders of these industries emphasize the economic capacities
of cultural industries more than any other category. Peter Hall, an urban planning
theorist, stated in the final years of the 20th century that cultural industries will
form the core of urban development activities in the future.

Keywords: Culture Economy, Tehran Municipality, Paradigm Model, Cultural
Industries, Revenue Sources.
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