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Abstract

Through a secondary analysis of three waves of the Iranian Values and
Attitudes Survey, this article endeavors to depict the political, cultural, and
economic facets of Iranian society through the lens of identity dimensions,
including national, ethnic, and class identities. The findings indicate a
positive attitude towards national identity among all respondents. However,
when this type of identity is juxtaposed with ethnic and linguistic diversity,
varying relationships emerge between the two. While the interaction
between national and ethnic identities has been synergistic in most
provinces, certain vectors reveal a weakening of national identity and a
strengthening of ethnic identity. Moreover, monitoring the trend of social
mobility as an indicator of society's economic improvement reveals a
declining trend in social mobility, leading to a shrinking middle class and an
expanding lower class. The combination of this identity gap (national-ethnic)
with economic deprivation and inequality provides an analytical tool for
understanding and explaining the social and political actions of social forces
and agencies in the current Iranian society.
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Introduction

Surveys have emerged as a pivotal tool for assessing social
conditions. Their widespread application worldwide has made
them indispensable for understanding social dynamics. More than
five decades have passed in Iran since implementing the first
national survey. During this period, numerous surveys have been
conducted by both academic and governmental institutions.
Among these, the Survey of Iranian Values and Attitudes stands
out as the most renowned national survey, garnering significant
academic acceptance among social scientists and policymakers.
Since 2000, four waves of this survey have been conducted at the
national level. This paper leverages the findings of this survey to
study lranian society, focusing on the dimensions of national,
ethnic, and class identities.

Research Question(s)
This article endeavors to answer the following questions through
an analysis of the results from surveys on Iranian values and
attitudes:
1. How has the social situation in Iran been theorized in these
surveys?
2. What are the main components and indicators used to
measure Iran's social situation?
3. How is Iranian society structured based on identity
components?

Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework of value and attitude measurement
(Chalabi, 2004) is essentially a conceptual map of society, aiming
to provide a comprehensive and complete definition of Iranian
society, including the entire society, its components, dimensions,
and levels, and their interrelationships. This framework is
influenced by general systems theory and consists of three levels
of abstraction. The first level of abstraction shows the relationship
between three components: action, actor, and the situation of
action (the basic elements of the situation of action also include
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objects, goals, and norms). At the second level of abstraction, four
types of action systems and their relationships are presented: the
factual system, the preferential system (personality), the social
system, and the cultural system. The third level of abstraction
combines the four types of subsystems at the second level,
forming the general concept of "action system" (Rezaei,2002:5-8).
In conceptualizing "value and attitude™ or value orientation and
tendency, these two variables are considered to be the product of
the interaction of the social and personal systems. Based on this, a
list of data and outputs of the personal system is proposed for
study in the present survey (Rezaei,2002:24). Ultimately, at the
empirical level, considering some criteria such as the priority of
social issues, theoretical importance, and the generality of the
subject, this conceptual framework is limited to the levels of
economic, social, cultural, and political attitudes.

Materials and Methods

This study employs a secondary analysis of aggregated data from
three waves of a Survey on lIranian Values and Attitudes. The
results are extracted and reported both cross-sectionally and
longitudinally. For this purpose, aggregated data at the provincial
level is utilized. Using a statistical weighting technique, a single
score of -2 to +2 was calculated for each province's identity
indices. These scales were then standardized on a 0-100 scale to
enable comparison of results. A reconstructed table of scores for
national, ethnic, and class identity components for all provinces is
included in the article's appendix.

Findings

Data analysis of a two-dimensional vector encompassing national
and ethnic identity indicates that a majority of the country's
provinces exhibit a high degree of national identity coupled with a
moderate level of commitment to teaching local languages.
Nevertheless, there are specific instances that reveal an
incongruity between these two components. Furthermore, an
examination of class structure and mobility trends in Iranian
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society between 2000 to 2003 suggests a relative improvement in
upward class mobility. However, this trend reversed in 2015, with
a majority of the population experiencing downward mobility.
Additionally, the class gap index reveals a consistent widening of
the class gap over this period. This is attributed to a decline in the
size of the upper and middle classes and a corresponding increase
in the lower class. In summary, the data analysis indicates that
over the past two decades, there has been a decline in individuals'
class positions, a heightened sense of inequality, and an
expanding class gap.

Conclusion

This study suggests that Iranian society can be categorized into
three types based on their national and ethnic identities. The first
type includes provinces with a strong national identity and a
moderate ethnic and linguistic identity, which is the majority. The
second type consists of provinces with a strong ethnic and
linguistic identity but a weak national identity. Lastly, the third
type is characterized by a strong national identity and a weak
linguistic identity. This categorization is based on subjective
assessments and needs further validation through more rigorous
studies and empirical data. The study also looked into the social
class of the surveyed individuals and examined both the static and
dynamic aspects of Iran's socioeconomic stratification system
over time. The findings revealed a notable increase in inequality
and class divisions within Iranian society. The combination of
inequality, class divisions, and specific ethnic and local identities
provides a useful framework for understanding and explaining the
social and political actions of Iranian society.
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Figure 1. Proportion of National and Ethnic Identity
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Table 6. Assessment of Class Position, Survey on Iranian Values and
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Table 8. Trend of Changes in Social Mobility, 2001-2016
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Figure 2. Trends in changes of the social class structure and the class

2001-2016
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Annex 1. Reconstructed Identity Dimension Data Table

b igel Ea 5 4Bl | 98 ! | (Sl gl sl .

P o9 ke 039
1.174 0.77 0.245 0.74 B Ol by5T
1.655 1.549 0.965 1.3 o Obmly3T
0.712 1.276 1.109 1.429 =
0.738 1.285 1.444 1.528 Olgao!
1.092 1.085 1.049 1.113 5!
1.029 1.276 1.158 1.453 oL
0.27 1.43 1417 1.789 A
0.95 1.168 1.244 1.377 ol
0.786 1.34 1.226 1.459 2t

ol
0.31 0.908 1.009 1.075 iy Ol >
0.932 1.167 1.134 1.315 S5, Ol 5
0.861 1.278 1.237 1.423 Sled olul 5
0.933 1.115 1.165 1.255 Ol >
1.148 1.247 1.261 1.386 o=l
0.513 1.362 1.348 1.554 Olaw

5 Ol
1.153 1.28 1.207 1.464 e
0.49 1.229 1.258 1.19 oot
1.097 1.468 1513 1477 P
1.595 1.256 1.352 1.591 o
1.27 1.286 1.106 1.553 Olws 57
0.703 1.304 1.276 1.433 ol S
0.394 1.134 1.203 1.556 oliile 57
0.65 1.331 1.249 1.455 e

damlp g




W elle t00 ) anelr UL 9 (o0 68 oy gp Syl miwand g

by sl | cKag 4 lusl | 98 bl | Sl 4 bl e
9 9 < oo
1.185 1.034 0.931 1.298 okl
0.546 1.331 1.301 1.449 oS
0.525 1.159 1.232 1.462 Ol
0.877 1.126 1.086 1.212 ol e
0.396 1.142 1.23 1.455 S5
0.923 1.379 1.247 1.399 O e
0.603 1.296 1.302 1.552 Olkes
0.358 1.141 1.01 1.635 35
0.922 1.22 1.172 1.373 BT 2N g




VECY Sl |0 ojled] plow dlo | sloil p ke aslidiad | YA

Refrences

Asadi, A. (1974). Cultural Trends and Social Attitudes in lran: First
wave. Tehran, Center for Public Opinion Research and Social
Studies of Radio and Television Organization. [in Persian]

Asadi, A. (1979). Cultural Trends and Social Attitudes in lran: First
wave. Tehran, Center for Public Opinion Research and Social
Studies of Radio and Television Organization. [in Persian]

Azizi-mehr, K. (2022). A Report on the National Survey on lranian
Values and Attitudes, in Javaheri, F(Eds), A Critical Analytical of
Iranian National Surveys. Tehran: Research Institute for Culture,
Arts, and Communications. [in Persian]

Chalabi, M. (2004). A Conceptual Framework for National Survey on
Iranian Values and Attitudes. Tehran: National Projects Office,
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance. [in Persian]

Crompton, R. (2019). Class and social stratification. Translated into
Persian by Houshang Nayebi, Tehran: Ney Publication.

Feyzi, I., & Ebrahimi, M. (2018). National Survey of Family. Karaj,
Alborz University Jihad. [in Persian]

Ghafari, G. (2004). Survey of Social Capital: First wave. Tehran,
Ministry of Interior. [in Persian]

Ghafari, G. (2015). Survey of Social Capital: Second wave. Tehran,
Research Institute for Culture, Art, and Communications. [in
Persian]

Giddens, A. (2018). The class structure of the advanced societies.
Translated into Persian by Asgar Ghahramanpour and Hamid
Akbari. Tehran: Tisa Publications.

Goodarzi, M (2003). Findings of Survey on Iranians Values and Attitudes
in 28 provinces: Second wave. Tehran, Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance, National Projects Office. [in Persian]

ISPA. (2004). National Survey of Political Culture: First wave. Tehran,
University Jihad. [in Persian]

ISPA. (2018). National Survey of Political Culture: Second wave.
Tehran, University Jihad. [in Persian]

Javad Yeganeh, M R (2016). Survey on Iranian Values and Attitudes: The
Third Wave, Tehran, Research Institute for Culture, Arts and
Communications, National Projects Office and National Center for
Social Monitoring. [in Persian]

Javadi Yeganeh M., & Ghafari, G. (2017). Survey of the Social, Cultural,
and Ethical Situation of Iranian Society. Tehran, Research Institute
for Culture, Art, and Communications. [in Persian]



e | ﬁdbﬁ&\){‘m\zuﬁwjd}éeubs;{}a:bq‘ﬁm%.bj

Javaheri, F. (2022). Critical analysis of national surveys in Iran. Tehran:
Research Institute for Culture, Arts, and Communications. [in
Persian]

Moaddel, M. (2002). Class, politics, and ideology in the revolution.
Translated into Persian by Mohammad Salar Kesraei. Tehran:
Center for the Study of Islam and Iran.

Moeidfar, S. (2004). National Survey of Cultural Goods Consumption.
Tehran, Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, National
Projects Office. [in Persian]

Mohseni, M. (1995). Awareness, Attitudes, and Social and Cultural
Behaviors in Iran. Tehran, Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance. [in Persian]

National Organization for Youth Affairs. (2004). Values and Attitudes of
Iranian Youth. Tehran, Organization for Youth Affairs, Research
and Studies Office. [in Persian]

Planning and Budget Organization (1999). The Third Economic, Social,
and Cultural Development Plan Law of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. [in Persian]

Rajabzadeh, A. (20022). Cultural Behaviors of Iranians. Tehran,
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, National Projects
Office. [in Persian]

Rezaei, A. A. (2002). Findings of the Survey on lranians Values and
Attitudes in 28 Provinces: Wave One. Tehran, Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance, National Planning Office. [in Persian]

Safari Shali, R. (2018). Survey of Social Capital: Third wave Tehran,
Ministry of Interior. [in Persian]

Wright, Erik Olin (2016). Approaches to Class Analysis. Translated into
Persian by Yousef Safary. Tehran: Lahita Publication.

uL:L..af‘ol_,_i! dzal> d‘lj.lgj LS‘}; AL;.» o ea sl TGN W Y OFY) el 5J;¢JL= RV 7Y Qﬂ' 4 bl
DOI: 10.22054/qjss.2024.81283.2816 .¥a-) «(\+ V) ¢ elozr/psle

Social sciences is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International License...



