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Abstract

Background and objectives: Culture plays a vital and distinctive role as
one of the basic foundations that shape the social cohesion of every society
in rural areas. It is necessary to examine how these components work and
the challenges that exist in this field. The purpose of this research is to
investigate the role of culture: emphasizing spirituality and beliefs in
strengthening social cohesion in the rural areas of Astara.

Method: This study is of an applied research type and was conducted using
analytical-explanatory method. The data was collected in the field with a
questionnaire tool. The total population of villagers was 5317 individuals;
the sample size was determined by Cochran's formula as 358. The face
validity was confirmed by the academic panel. The reliability test was
calculated using Cronbach's alpha coefficients of 0.799 to 0.875.
Findings: The mean of spirituality component was 3.49, belief was 3.36,
and social cohesion was 3.05. Pearson's correlation test between the
components of culture: spirituality and beliefs with social cohesion variable
showed a positive and significant relationship of 0.614 and 610,
respectively, with a significance level of 0.99 and an error of 0.01. The
multiple regression test explained the prediction rate of each of the
components of the independent variable on the promotion of the dependent
variable of social cohesion for spirituality (30.6) and for beliefs (29.8).
Results: The results of the research showed that paying attention to
spirituality and beliefs in rural areas can help create sustainable and
interconnected rural communities. Therefore, it is suggested that social and
cultural planning should be done with the participation of the local
community and emphasizing the cultural and spiritual components.
Keywords: Culture, Social cohesion, Rural development, Astara city,
Chalvand village.
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