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ABSTRACT

The present study aims to review the opinions of experts on the Iranian society's mentality
towards recreational spaces. This is a qualitative research based on contextual theorizing, for
which, 17 professors and experts in the field pf social sciences (cooperative trends and social
welfare, social planning and cultural policymaking) from Tehran, Allameh Tabatabai and
Kharazmi universities were interviewed and the data were analyzed using MAXQDA
software. The findings indicated the existence of two central propositions about the
government's welfare schemes in recreational spaces: 1) Entertainment spaces are not
neutral, level, accessible and simple. 2) Iranian society wants entertainment spaces that either
uncontrollable or less controllable by the government. Also, the results showed that
recreational spaces can change from the environmental to entertainment purpose and shape
good liesure times to the subjects that require important criticisms of values and norms from
civil disobedience and misbehavior. Therefore, it is suggested to adopt strategies such as
creating purposeful entertainment in public spaces, investing and taking care of spaces
related to people and increasing its quality, reproducing meaning in the official media as the
most accessible entertainment spaces, increasing festivals and religious carnivals, making
them accessible to everyone, such as with connecting streets, and creating a platform for the
needy sections of the society. With these, it is possible to strengthen the recreational spaces
in the Iranian society and prevent them from becoming models of disobedience or civil
disobedience.
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INTRODUCTION

Today, attention to the promotion of public welfare, especially through policies and
planning and social security as an efficient tool for governments in establishing
justice, has a special place in the development programs of developed and
developing societies and among researchers interested in this field (Humphreys,
2024; Naimaei and Shakuri, 2015). In the meantime, one of the most important
platforms for welfare planners and social policymakers in providing services has
been focusing on leisure time and the quality of spending it in public and
recreational spaces (Tokarski and Zarotis, 2020). This is also because of the fact the
most important and broadest platform for spending leisure time in any community
is recreational spaces (Jach, 2021). Spending free time collectively in recreational
and public spaces has always been a special attraction for Iranians, and according to
the meaning formed in Iranian mentality, the freedom of behavior and action in
recreational environments is at its maximum (Ashtich and Khobynejad, 2023;
Cherik and Hemti, 2023; Qalambar Dezfuli, 2022); This means that the Iranian
society shows behaviors beyond formal, value and normative frameworks in
recreational places (Yavari, 2023; Mohammadi, Shah Mansouri and Adabi
Firouzjah, 2023). Based on this, Iranian society's mentality of welfare measures of
the government with emphasis on leisure time and recreational spaces has been
considered to be analyzed.

PURPOSE

The present study, with a qualitative approach, sought to identify and understand
how the public opinion perceives welfare measures of the political system in spaces
that are created based on the welfare guidelines of the government and to provide
social vitality and leisure time. For this purpose, the current research was conducted
through semi-structured interviews with academic elites in the fields of cooperation
and social welfare, social planning and cultural policy with the aim of analyzing the
meaning of the Iranian society's mentality toward welfare measures with an
emphasis on leisure and recreational spaces.

METHODOLOGY

The current research was conducted using a qualitative method and based on
contextual theorizing, relying on semi-structured interview technique and targeted
theoretical sampling. The statistical population included professors and experts in
the field of social sciences (cooperation and social welfare trends, social planning
and cultural policymaking) of Tehran, Allameh Tabatabai and Kharazmi
universities in 2023, and due to theoretical saturation, 17 of them were interviewed.
In order to increase the richness of the research, an attempt was made to interview
professors who had a history of theoretical or experimental research in this field,
although the right to withdraw was respected for each of them during the interview



process. MAXQDAI10 software was used for data analysis. Also, in order to reach
the reliability criterion, two conventional techniques of control and evaluation from
the respondents’ point of view and analytical comparisons were used.

FINDINGS

The findings indicated the existence of two central propositions regarding the
subjective meaning of Iranian society's welfare measures: 1) Entertainment spaces
are not neutral, level, accessible and simple. 2) Iranian society wants entertainment
spaces that are uncontrollable or less controllable by the government. Also, the
results showed that recreational spaces can change from the meaning of an
environment to entertainment and shaping good times to subjects that require
important criticisms of values and norms from the path of civil disobedience and
misbehavior.

CONCLUSION

The results indicate that although “the theory of the third place” is considered a
suitable framework for recreational places in various Western or West-oriented
societies, it is less possible to load the characteristics of this theory in the context of
Iranian society, which has a life based on religion and religious teachings and
culture. As an example of the unsupervised nature of Oldenburg's third place in a
society where observing the Islamic hijab (dress code), not consuming alcohol,
relationships outside of marriage, and issues of this kind are considered values and
norms, it highlights the incompatibility of theory and social context. Although the
results of this research are in line with those of Oldenberg and Christensen, (2023)
and Signorini, (2023), it showed that the mentality of the Iranian society also seeks
to use uncontrollable and unsupervised third places. Based on the findings, it is
suggested that by adopting strategies such as creating purposeful entertainment in
public spaces, investing and taking care of entertainment related to the people and
increasing its quality, reproducing meaning in official media as the most accessible
entertainment spaces, increasing festivals and carnivals, religious at the community
level, especially in accessible spaces for everyone, such as the street, and the use of
recreational spaces for the needy sections can be used to strengthen recreational
spaces in Iranian society and prevent them from becoming models of disobedience
or civil disorder.

NOVELTY

The review of the empirical evidence available in Iran indicates that the research on
leisure time and recreational spaces is a new topic that has not yet taken an
independent and consistent form, and generally, the study of this socio-cultural
background is a new and innovative social structure in the literature. Theory and
research on sociology of space, cultural sociology and the field of social welfare is
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still an unknown topic, and in this sense, the necessity of organizing a systematic
research seems necessary. On the other hand, since social interactions in public and
recreational spaces are rooted in the differences in the cultural, religious and social
identities, understanding the compatibility of Oldenberg's theoretical perspective
with reference theory in the issues of public and recreational spaces with the social
and cultural background of Iranian society seems important.
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