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Abstract

This research seeks to understand the processes that affect the gender aspects of
students' choice of major. With a qualitative approach,a semi-structured interview was
conducted with 42 students of different universities in Iran,and the resulting data were
measured and evaluated with thematic analysis technique. The findings of the research
show that the class gap and development are active in the selection of the academic
field,the hierarchical nature of the scores of universities and academic fields on the one
hand along with the class difference and development in different regions of Iran limits
the possibility of access to prestigious and high-paying universities and academic
fieldsthis The limitation is more active for women because it is associated with a
gendered approach to academic disciplines that feminizes occupations and consequently
education and is associated with gender quotas.The complicity of the family with the
policy of local selection and emphasis on ideal femininity in choosing a field and future
job leads girls to bargain with patriarchy. By interpreting the main themes and referring
to the research literature (Intersectionality theory), the final and comprehensive theme
of the research is the mechanisms of exclusion and discrimination that are formed at the
intersection between gender,class and center/periphery gap.
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I ntroduction

Global statistics and reports consistently indicate a lower representation of females in
technical and engineering academic disciplines compared to other fields. This trend
persists even in countries like Germany, Japan, Switzerland, and the United States,
where women constitute the majority of university graduates across various domains,
with only one-fifth of graduates specializing in engineering, industry, and construction.
Examining the data on female presence in academic fields within Iranian universities
reveals a parallel pattern, aligning with international trends. However, a notable
disparity arisesin basic sciences and agriculture, warranting scrutiny.

An understanding of the gender distribution across majorsin Iranian universities and
the determinants influencing significant academic selection by young men and women
can offer valuable insights into the prevailing gender dynamics within Iranian higher
education. In light of this, the study addresses the following research inquiries:

1. What mechanisms guide young men and women in their choice of academic
field?

2. How do gender dynamics influence the selection of university majors?

M ethodology

This study adopts a qualitative approach, encompassing the statistical population of
Iranian students between 2020 and 2021, employing a purposeful sampling method with
an emphasis on diversity in educational levelsThe primary instrument for data
collection was semi-structured, in-depth interviews, culminating in a total of 42
interviews to achieve theoretical saturation. Thematic analysis served as the
methodology for data analysis

Discussion and Results

Upon coding and analyzing the interview content, several predominant themes emerged.

1. Institutional and Disciplinary Hierarchy: A stratified system distinguishes
between universities and disciplines. Within the ream of experimental sciences,
medical fields occupy the apex of this hierarchy. Similarly, in the mathematical sciences
domain, technical engineering holds the highest position, with primary science fields



97 Abstract

situated at the lower rungs. A hierarchical delineation is also evident among the
country's universities, with institutions in Tehran and major cities regarded as the most
esteemed.

2. Socioeconomic Disparities and Academic Choice: Students educational
opportunities depend on their family's social standing and cultural capital. The
disparities between schools exert a significant influence on admission prospects in
esteemed academic fields and prestigious universities.

3. Migration Aspirations isinvolved in Field Selection.

4. Gender Dynamics and Field Hierarchy: Certain fields, notably those falling within
the sciences domain, occupy the lower tiers of the hierarchy pyramid. Graduates from
these fields encounter limited opportunities within the Iranian labor market, fields that
male counterparts may eschew find resonance among femal e students.

5. Perceptions of Gender Quotas: A minority of male and female participants
express concurrence with the notion of gender quotas. Nonetheless, these stereotypes
are often acquiesced to or perceived as challenging to resist.

6. Family Involvement in Localized Selection Policies: Some families harbor
reservations about allowing their daughters to attend universities in distant locales. The
gender-based selection system, with the compliance of families, often leads to the
exclusion of many girls from specific opportunities.

7. Gender Awareness and Career Perspectives: Among our participants, there is a
prevailing emphasis on the male role as breadwinners in Iranian culture. This
perspective influences field selection.

Conclusion

Many participants indicated selecting their major without a particular passion or
expertise. This trend is particularly pronounced among those pursuing fields in basic
sciences, agriculture, and specific humanities disciplines. Even among students in
technical and engineering fields, some mentioned being swayed by the prevailing
atmosphere of their educational environment, which extolled the merits of these
disciplines rather than a genuine persona interest. This phenomenon is particularly
notable among women.

Gender disparity intersects with socioeconomic and academic field hierarchies. As
the prestige of fields—tied to income and professional status—shifts, girls gravitate
towards lower-prestige fields situated at the lower rungs of the academic hierarchy.
Systematic gender discrimination, entrenched gender stereotypes associated with
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specific fields and occupations, and pervasive unemployment further contribute to this
trend. Educated women, to a considerable extent, place less emphasis on their long-term
career prospects and professional tragjectory when selecting a field of study, often
viewing university education as a means to attain dignity and a form of consumer

capital
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