Ma‘rifat-i Falsafi 2024, Vol. 21, No. 4, 133-149
https://crealivecommons.org/]icenses /by-nc /4.0
doi 10.22034/marefatfalsafi.2024.2020885

Non-concomitance Between '""Moral Realism' and the "Is-Ought
Problem" in Moore's Thought (Explanation and Analysis)

Majid Abolghasemzadeh' =/ Assistant professor, Dept. of Islamic ethics, University of Islamic Studies
Received: 2023/01/09 - Accepted: 2023/06/08 maz@maaref.ac.ir

Abstract

Moral ontology and moral logic constitute the key discussions in
metaethics. The primary issue in moral ontology concerns whether values
are real, while in moral logic, the focus is on whether “ought" can be
derived from "is." Viewing the deep interconnection between metaethical
issues, the impossibility of deriving "ought™ from "is" is often seen as a
corollary of moral none-realism. However, despite his belief in the reality
of values, Moore rejects the derivation of "ought” from "is."

Adopting a descriptive-analytical method, this article first explains Moore's
perspective on this matter and then critically examines it. As its innovation,
the findings reveal that Moore's view rejecting the derivation of "ought"
from "is" is flawed. This flaw stems from his incorrect analysis of moral
realism and the way he draws moral values from reality.

Keywords: moral realism, intuitionism, the is-ought relationship, George
Edward Moore.
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