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Abstract:

The normal behavior of auditors is effective in advancing the expected goals of financial
statements auditing. The abnormal behavior of auditors towards each other, as one of the
factors of abnormal behavior, disturbs the executive stages of auditing and has side effects
on the profession. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to identify factors influencing the
motivation of the auditors' bullying behaviors towards each other. The approach of the current
research is qualitative and has been done by using the grounded theory.

The necessary data were obtained by the theoretical sampling from 14 semi-structured
interviews with experienced independent auditors, audit supervisors and senior auditors
in the 2022 and 2023. The results of this research showed that creating a sense of revenge,
reducing the efficiency and effectiveness of auditing, reducing the economic benefits of the
auditing firm, organizational and occupational injuries including an increase in the probability
of employees leaving the audit institution, as well as physical and psychological injuries,
caused the existence of the motivation of bullying behaviors of auditors towards each other.
By understanding job content, using appropriate management approaches, training, adopting
appropriate policies for recruiting and retaining employees, improving control and monitoring
of employees, setting standards of organizational behavior and creating an active, fresh and up-
to-date work environment, the side effects of auditors' bullying behaviors towards each other
can be prevented.
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