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Abstract:

The development of smart technologies such as data analytics, artificial intelligence and
blockchain in the world has caused the future of businesses, especially financial auditing,
to be affected by emerging technological trends. Developments that can lead to benefits as
well as challenges, and facing them requires anticipation and planning. The aim of the current
study is to explore the Iranian financial auditing profession from the perspective of emerging
technologies and to identify probable futures and key uncertainties. Accordingly, in this
research, first, using quantitative and qualitative methods in the form of horizon scanning,
including systematic review and interviews, 31 projections of changes in the future of the
auditing profession in Iran were extracted, and then, the questionnaire containing projections
related to the next 10 years was completed using the two-stage Delphi method by 30 experts,
including auditors, managers and academics. Finally, based on the collected data, the amount
of consensus, probability and effect of each of the projections was estimated and analyzed.The
findings showed that the development of new standards, increasing audit efficiency, changing
academic syllabus, obtaining new qualifications for auditors, changing the nature of evidences
and using data analytics models, are the main projections of the probable future of auditing and
although the probability of entering technologies such as blockchain is low; But it can lead to
a dramatic change in the role of auditors and will require the formulation of new laws in the
field of privacy and virtual security in the digital environment, as well as government support.
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1. industry 4.0

2. data mining

3. text mining

4. continuous monitoring

5. Computer Assisted Audit Techniques
(CAATs)

6. Highbond

7. Audit Command Language — ACL
8. CaseWare

9. Microsoft Excel

10. KPMG

11. McLaren Applied Technologies
12. Clara

13. Microsoft Fabric

14. Deloitte

15. Rubix

16. Smart contracts

17. Omnia Al

18. PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)
19. Aura

20. Halo

21. Extract

22. Ernst & Young (EY)

23. EY Helix

24. Public Company Accounting Oversight
Board (PCAOB)

o
25. International Auditing and Assurance
Standards Board (IAASB)
26. ISO - International Organization for
Standardization
27. Robotic Process Automation - RPA
28. Data Analytics
29. blockchain
30. General Distributed Ledger Technology
(DLT)
31. Audit Data Analytics (ADA)
32. Extensible Markup Language
33. Trend Impact Analysis
34. Projection
35. disruptive factors
36. Web of Science
37. Nvivo
38. Bibliometrics
39. PEST: Political, Economic, Social and
technological
40. Industrial structure
41. Interquartile range (IQR)
42. Natural language processing (NLP)
43. Application Programming Interface (API)
44. Optical Character Recognition (OCR)
45. Wildcard
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