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The structural rearrangement of the international system and the
investigation of the dimensions of military deployment in Antarctica

Hossien Suranari®
Abstract
Purpose:For more than 60 years, the Antarctic Treaty system, as a «hard and multi-layered legal system», has

been able to efficiently freeze the previous sovereignty claims of some states and restrain new sovereignty
claims, as well as by prohibiting any military activity. To prevent the militarization of Antarctica as a «continent

of peace». But due to the dynamism of the world system and the non-stationarity of the international material

and semantic environment, it is obvious that over time the legal systems will lose their initial efficiency and
need to be revised and updated. The upcoming research by posing this question, «Has the structural

reorganization of the international system increased the possibility of militarization of Antarctica?», has

investigated this idea: The structural reorganization of the international system, especially in terms of power
structure and structure Technology has increased the possibility of militarization of Antarctica by increasing
the geostrategic competition of great powers.

Method:This research was done using the « Trend Analysis » method. Trend Analysis provides the possibility

of investigating long-term developments in complex environments and focuses on recognizing repeated
behaviors and structural changes. Among the features of this method is future prediction based on data analysis
and identifying hidden patterns. The data required for the research has also been collected from documentary,
library and electronic sources.
Findings: The research showed that five trends and four scenarios can be predicted for the future of the Antarctic
region. The trends are: 1. Increasing geostrategic competition for resource control; 2. The possibility of violating
the Antarctic Treaty; 3. Expanding scientific presence with dual applications; 4. International pressure to revise
the Antarctic Treaty and 5. Environmental effects and increasing international cooperation. Possible scenarios
were identified as follows: 1. The scenario of intense geostrategic competition; 2. International cooperation
scenario; 3. The scenario of hidden military presence and 4. A continuation of the status quo scenario. Among
these trends and scenarios, the current research considers the occurrence of their companion species to be more
likely in the future of Antarctica.
Results: According to research, the militarization of Antarctica is not impossible or unacceptable, but it seems
both possible and acceptable. Although currently the security puzzle cannot be extended to the Antarctic region
in its full definition, however, in the rapidly changing international conditions, there is no guarantee for the
continuation of avoiding its militarization. In order to maintain peace and security in the region, legal
ambiguities in the Antarctic Treaty system regarding the definition of militarization and military activities must
be resolved. On the other hand, the concept of militarization should be reviewed and redefined according to the
structural reorganization of the international system.
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