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¢ Abstract

© Introduction: The present study was conducted with the purpose of presenting
: a model of strategic inquiry for the sustainable development of the public
: education system.

: Methodology: In order to achieve this goal, the mixed research method
: (qualitative with grounded theory approach and quantitative survey type) has
¢ been used. The statistical population in the field of quality consists of experts in
: the field of educational sciences who were purposefully selected as a sample
: through semi-structured interviews with 12 people based on the theoretical
: saturation of the findings. The statistical population in the quantitative field also
¢ includes school principals, specialized teachers and experts in educational
* management, of which 261 people were selected by cluster sampling. The data
¢ collection tool is semi-structured in the qualitative part of the interview and a
: researcher-made questionnaire in the quantitative part. The validity of the
: gquestionnaire was determined by using the opinion of experts (eliminated 18
: components out of 60 components) and its reliability was determined by
¢ Cronbach's alpha coefficient (0.8). In order to analyze the data, in the descriptive
: part, the statistics of frequency percentage, average, etc., and in the inferential
: statistics section, confirmatory factor analysis and SmartPLS 3 software were
¢ used to explain the model.

¢ Findings: The research findings in the qualitative part include causal,
: contextual, intervening, strategic, consequential, and pivotal components. In the
: quantitative part, the fitness of the model assessed by the GOF criterion, which
: indicates an acceptable fit.

: Conclusion: Therefore, the prepared model can play an important role in the
: sustainable development of the public education system.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

The link between education and development is
human beings. The human being, who is both the
subject and the axis, the factor and the goal of
development, is the product of the education system.
Hence, the link between education and development
is closely linked. In fact, education is a factor of
development. "Knowledge is the capital and key to
sustainable development” and "Education is the
most effective mechanism for society to meet the
greatest challenge of this century; that means
sustainable development. The most effective and
transformative way of teaching is to focus the mind
of the audience on thinking, experience, questioning
and discovery. The key to controlling thought and
directing the mind to strategic thinking is to ask
strategic questions. "Strategic questioning is a way
to make personal and social changes through the
skill of questioning, which makes a difference. Key
parts of strategic questioning are: empowering
knowledge creation by combining new information
with what is already known; Ownership of new
information is for the person answering the
questions. Strategic questioning is a way to organize
collective goals not only about what needs to change
but also how to achieve those changes so that
alternative answers are organized and added to
social interactions Therefore, considering the
importance of the issue strategic questioning in
promoting the public education system, the present
study was conducted with the aim of providing a
strategic  questioning model for sustainable
development of the public education system.
Methods: In order to achieve this goal, the mixed
research method (qualitative with grounded theory
approach and quantitative with survey type) has
been used. The statistical population in the field of
quality consists of experts in the field of educational
sciences who were selected as a sample through
semi-structured interviews with 12  people
purposefully and based on the theoretical saturation
of the findings. The statistical population in the
quantitative field also includes school principals,
specialized teachers and experts in educational
management, of which 261 people were selected by
cluster sampling. The data collection tool in the
qualitative part is a semi-structured interview and in
the quantitative part is a researcher-made
questionnaire. After studying the theoretical
foundations, sources and interviews with experts in
the field of educational sciences and educational
management, the data were initially carefully repaid.
In the primary coding stage, concepts derived from
the data emerged and in the secondary coding,
common concepts were placed in a category. After
the open coding was completed, axial coding began.
At this stage, the dimensions and components were
identified using the constant comparison method of

the obtained categories. Therefore, as a result of the
analysis (430 primary open codes, 147 secondary
open codes, 42 concepts and 19 categories), the
components of strategic questioning in order to
sustainable development of the public education
system have been identified. The validity of the
questionnaire was determined by assessing experts
(which eliminated 18 components out of 60
components) and its reliability was determined by
Cronbach's alpha coefficient (0.8). In order to
analyze the data, in the descriptive part, frequency
statistics, average, etc. were used, and in the
inferential statistics section, confirmatory factor
analysis and SmartPLS 3 software were used to
explain the model.

Results: Research findings in the qualitative part
include causal components (specialized human
resources, change of the present status and creation
of new knowledge); Contextual;(infrastructure,
dynamic approach of society and governing
institutions, development of criticism, exploration,
dynamic space and strengthening of skills);
Intervening; (interventions, managers' competence
and stakeholder participation, imitation and
confrontational questioning); Strategic ;(responding
to the needs of stakeholders, paying attention to
lifelong learning, questioning excellence and
creating a  horizon-creating  perspective).
Consequential; (developing interaction,
participation,  strengthening  active  learning
approaches, developing research approach) and
centra;l (improving the public education system).
The findings of the research in the quantitative part
indicate that the proposed model of strategic inquiry
for the sustainable development of the general
education system is desirable from the point of view
of school principals, specialized teachers and
educational ~ management  experts.  Internal
consistency or Cronbach's alpha reliability values
for all structures are above 70%. Therefore, it can be
inferred that the measuring instrument has good
internal consistency reliability. The CR value
(composite reliability) for all values above 0.7
indicates that the instrument has good combined
reliability. Regarding the reliability of the reagents,
the values of factor loads show that all questions on
their variables have a factor load greater than 0.5,
which indicates that the questions are appropriate for
estimating the relevant variable. Regarding
convergent validity and divergent validity,
considering that AVE values have a high quorum for
all research variables, indicate the suitability of the
model. Considering the mean values of common
structures (common values of first-order structures)
and the mean of R2 for all endogenous structures of
the model, the GOF value for the overall fit of the
research model indicates a strong overall fit of the
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model. In the final summary of the research, it is
stated that the model proposed by the researcher has
an acceptable fit. Therefore, based on the findings of
this study and considering the validity of the
proposed model of strategic inquiry for sustainable

development of the general education system, it can
be concluded that the proposed model in the field of
strategic inquiry is functional and can be used for
sustainable development of the general education
system.
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