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Abstract

Rural participation and development are among the most essential
concepts discussed and investigated long ago. The development of
sustainable employment is focused on economic growth and rural
development, which, in connection with rural tourism, can be fruitful
in the direction of sustainable rural development. The purpose of the
current research is to investigate the role of participation and rural
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development in rural tourism and the development of sustainable
employment by applying the rural multifunctionality index, which
examines the issue using a combined method. This research, in terms
of purpose, is applied, and the research method used in it is mixed that
in the first phase, using the qualitative method of the expert panel, the
opinions and consensus of the experts were collected and analyzed in
order to extract the leading indicators and components, then using the
quantitative method. Each of their rural multifunctionality indexes
was categorized and analyzed. Also, through the Analytic Hierarchy
Process (AHP), a weight was determined for each index and
component, and all the weights had acceptable and desirable values.
According to the findings of the current research, in the qualitative
phase, four systematic codes and 11 centralized codes were extracted,
which are the leading indicators and components of the research, and
then in the quantitative phase, the wvalues of the rural
multifunctionality index had a suitable and graceful numerical range.
According to the research results, rural community participation of the
rural community causes more information exchange between the
community and the planners, which can be an essential component for
the development of sustainable employment through rural tourism.
Also, the rural multifunctionality index can be fruitful in investigating
the situation and amount of sustainable rural employment.

Key Words: Participation, Rural Tourism, Sustainable Employment,
Rural Multifunctionality Index.

Introduction

Rural tourism is seen as a job generator and accelerator of growing
economies in both developing and developed economies. The
researchers emphasized the importance of tourism as a labour-
intensive industry, significantly reducing unemployment rates and



163 | Imani & Madani | The Role of Rural Participation and ....

migration flows among the rural population. On the other hand, a
considerable amount of tourism research has been conducted on
residents’ attitudes and behaviours, which have been widely
considered to be the influencing factors on resident-tourist interaction,
tourism experience, and the image of the destination. Most researchers
observed residents’ participation through the lens of tourism planning
and development while ignoring their participation in tourism benefits
and its impact on residents’ attitudes. However, there needs to be more
research on the participation of tourists in rural tourism that is in line
with the development of sustainable employment. Therefore,
investigating such an issue is very important. As evidence shows,
resident participation in rural tourism will inevitably lead to benefits,
with sustainable employment being one of the most important.

Objectives

The primary purpose of the current research is to identify and explain
the dimensions and components of residents' participation in rural
tourism and the development of sustainable employment, which tries
to explain the conceptual connection of these concepts. Identify and
explain their main dimensions and components.

Methods

The current research is applied in terms of its purpose, and the
research method used in it is a mix that examines the issue using a
sequential exploratory approach. In the first phase, which used the
qualitative method of the expert pane, researchers gathered the
principal axes and components related to the role of residents’
participation in rural tourism and the development of sustainable
employment by forming a panel and then using the quantitative
method of the rural multifunctionality index (RMI) categorized and
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analyzed them. In the qualitative phase, a semi-structured interview
was used to collect experts’ opinions. The way to choose experts
depends on the type, subject, and purpose of the research, which varies
from 4 to 15 people. This research comprises seven academic and
executive experts with rich experience and complementary views in
urban and rural management and planning, Rural tourism, public
participation, and social sciences. The quantitative method of rural
multifunctionality index analysis has been used in the second phase.

Results

By reviewing and analyzing the codes, 93 primary codes were
identified by reviewing the semi-structured interviews, which were
categorized into 11 focused codes and five systematic codes using the
inductive approach (part to whole). Four systematic codes or main
categories were extracted, combining the centralized codes:
development of entrepreneurship and sustainable rural employment;
innovative governance of rural tourism; interactive planning and
participation; and multipurpose empowerment of rural communities.
The rural multifunctional index method was used in the second phase,
the quantitative phase of the research; the principles of selecting
indicators are as follows: (1) the selected indicators can
comprehensively reflect the state of residents’ participation in rural
tourism and sustainable employment development, and (2) they must
be few and available. For this purpose, a basic conceptual model was
developed to create an evaluation index system. To build a conceptual
model, first, we define the phenomenon to be measured and its sub-
components.
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Discussion

The rural multifunctional index (RMIV) value was calculated using
the developed evaluation index system. The villages of Sarein have
had significant growth in attracting tourism due to water tourism and
pristine natural areas in this city. After years of rapid development in
the villages of this city, the rural areas have shown an increasing
growth in sustainable employment development. However, the
development of sustainable employment among villages has been
vastly different and variable. This category is reflected in the rural
multifunctionality index. Finally, it can be interpreted as rural
participation and development in rural tourism and sustainable
employment in rural tourism concerning factors such as “development
of entrepreneurship and sustainable rural employment; intelligent
governance of rural tourism; interactive planning and participation;
multipurpose empowerment of rural communities”. It will lead to the
development of sustainable rural employment.

Conclusion

Scholars believe that the participation of the rural community may
help them make better decisions. Participation causes more
information exchange between the community and the planners,
which can be essential for developing sustainable employment
through rural tourism. This research showed that the rural
multifunctionality index can be fruitful in investigating the situation
and the amount of rural employment resulting from the link of
villagers' participation in rural tourism.
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1. Rural Multifunctionality Index (RMI)
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1. Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP)
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1. Standardization of indicator values
2. Proximity-to-target method
3. Calculation of comprehensive evaluation
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1. Rural Multifunctionality Index Value (RMIV)
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