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EXTENDED ABSTRACT:

Introduction: Brands" are strategic assets and a way to achieve a competitive advantage
(Aker, 1996). This concept has been applied in a number of fields, most recently the field of
politics. Brands, as a discovery tool that includes sets of values, enable the consumer to make
quick and effective choices. In order to differentiate themselves, many political parties have
started to widely use the concept of "political brand™ and the term "branding™ and have shown
their interest in the emerging concept of political brand. In addition to changing the
ideological base of political parties, it is possible that branding can provide a mechanism to
aid electoral decision-making. However, it is possible to raise the issue that the political

brand is similar to the sale of cornflakes, the nature of the political brand, which includes
complex interrelated components both institutional and ideologicaly.

Methods: This method is based on six steps, which are described below: The first stage:
Identifying and extracting the factors affecting the political brand: In the first stage, identifying
the factors affecting the political brand were extracted using the content analysis method. The
second stage: Compilation and distribution of the questionnaire: In the second stage, after
designing a questionnaire based on the matrix of paired comparisons, the respondents gave a
scale to these components based on the 5-point Likert scale (very high, high, medium, low and
very low). The third step: converting the extracted verbal expressions into fuzzy numbers and
forming a fuzzy decision matrix: considering that the information obtained from the
questionnaire was verbal expressions, for easier understanding and extracting better results,
verbal expressions using triangular fuzzy numbers of the spectrum 5 Likert scale .

The fourth step: performing de-fuzzification using the fuzzy average method and forming the
fuzzy decision matrix: in the fourth step, for the purpose of better analysis, triangular fuzzy
numbers were converted into definite numbers, and then using the fuzzy average method and
relations (1) ) and (2), the diffusive operation was performed and the diffusive decision matrix
was formed.
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The fifth step: determining the influencing power, influencing capacity and the central index
of each of the components: after diffusing and obtaining the de-fuzzified matrix, influencing
power (Outdegree), influencing capacity (Indegree), and finally The centrality index was
calculated for each of the factors using formulas (3), (4) and (5).

n
my+2mpy+my,

3) Outcy = Xit=1 Wik
(4) In(Ci) = Z‘l,clzl Wki
(5) Cency = In(cy + Out(c)

Sixth step: data analysis and finally designing the model of causal relations: after determining
the influencing power and influence capacity as well as the central index, each of the factors
was analyzed and finally the superiority index was determined. Finally, by transferring the
obtained data to Gephi software, which is a network analysis software, the model of causal
relationships was drawn.

Findings And Argument: The findings of the research consisted of two qualitative and
quantitative parts, and in the qualitative part of the research, the consequences of the
implementation of the political brand were determined. The findings of the qualitative part
confirm that the most important factors affecting the political brand are stability of procedure
and unity of procedure, predictability of behaviors, support for members and followers,
stability in the face of pressure, reasonable flexibility by observing frameworks, adherence to
principles, emotional bonds, trust building, Emotional value elements are party identity.

copyright: © 2023 by the authors. submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and
conditions of the creative commons attribution (cc by) license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)


https://orcid.org/0009-0005-0218-0548
mailto:S.mir@khoiau.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6461-1351
https://orcid.org/000000023752673
https://orcid.org/000000023752673

HY-YY e N¥-Y )y)Q(w A u;l.u OA o)Lo.JB Pow g Cowys JL» c@lf))b Cu o )L\JIW Y¢

YEFO-FI¥A LLs

Conclusions And Recommendations: The findings of the quantitative section also indicate
the prioritization of factors affecting the implementation of the political brand. In this way,
the most important factors of political brand implementation are the stability of procedures
and unity of action, trust building, identity of a party, individual loyalty, brand image, public
opinion, subjective nature, predictability of behaviors, support of members and followers,
political integrity, emotional bonds and stability against There are pressures.
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