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A Critical Examination of Robson's Views on the Authentication of
Hadith Chains *

Hassan Rezaii Haftador ! and Morteza Valizadeh 2 and Bagher Riahi Mehr *
Abstract

Scholars in the field of Orientalism have investigated the transmission chain
(isnad) of Islamic hadiths, with James Robson, a prominent Scottish orientalist,
standing out as a significant contributor to this area of study. Robson's research
focused on the development of isnad within Islamic narratives and its prevalent
application among early hadith scholars. He asserts that the practice of isnad
originated in the 70s of the first century AH, with the demand for a
comprehensive chain of transmission becoming apparent by the late second
century AH. Furthermore, Robson contends that during the second century AH,
chains of transmission were often fabricated, intermingled with spurious hadiths,
and subsequently attributed to earlier authorities to lend credibility to these
narratives. This analysis critically evaluates Robson's assertions through an
analytical-critical lens. By employing historical and narrative evidence, it is
shown that, contrary to Robson's claims, the practice of establishing isnad can be
traced back to the era of the Prophet Mohammad (Peace Be Upon Him and His
Progeny). Additionally, Robson's examination predominantly draws from Sunni
sources, neglecting the perspectives offered by Shia sources.
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