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Codicology of Quranic Manuscripts (21)

MS 3610 in the National Museum of Iran: A Quran in Eastern Kufic from Khorasan, copied by Aba
Muhammad Ja‘far b. Ali al-Warraq in 416 AH/ 1025 AD

Morteza Karimi-Nia

Academy of Sciences, Tehran, Iran

Abstract: MS 3610 in the National Museum of Iran is one of the oldest extant dated Quranic manuscripts,
written in Eastern or Iranian Kufic script. It is strongly believed to have been written in the Khorasan region.
The colophon indicates it was transcribed in Rabi‘ al-Akhir, 416/ June 1025, by the scribe Aba Muhammad
Ja‘far b. Ali al-Warraq. Aba Nasr Manstr al-Mudhahhib was the illuminator, and the diacritical marks were
applied by Muhammad b. Abi Zakariya according to the readings of Aba ‘Amr al-Basri and al-Kisa’1 al-Kafi. The
149 folios remaining of this manuscript, comprising approximately 28 parts (juz) of the Qur'an, offer valuable
insights into early 5ty qph century Quranic scribal practices in Khorasan, including textual variations,
orthography, reading variants, Kufic script, and illumination.

Keywords: Qur'ans of National Museum of Iran; MS 3610; Eastern Kufic; Iranian Kufic; New Style Script;
Quranic Manuscripts in 5th Century Khorasan; Aba Muhammad Ja‘far b. Ali al-Warraq; Aba Nasr Mansar al-
Mudhahhib; Muhammad b. Abi Zakariya.
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Morteza Karimi-Nia, “Iranian Approaches to the Copying of the Quran during the Second and Third
Centuries AH (Eighth and Ninth Centuries CE),” in: The Qur'an and Its Handwritten Transmission,
edited by Frangois Déroche, Leiden: Brill, 2024, pp. 190-208.
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