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Abstract

Every text is composed of a main world and several subworlds, which contribute to the for-
mation of the meaning and concept of the main text, leading to a more comprehensive and
nuanced reading by the reader. Based on Paul Werth’s "Text World Theory," a text can be
analyzed from the perspective of cognitive poetics through the axes of discourse world, text
world, and subworlds. The third level of this theory, the "subworld" or "subordinate worlds,"
includes three subsets: deictic subworlds, attitudinal subworlds, and epistemic subworlds.
This article, employing a descriptive-analytical method and utilizing the axis of subworlds
from Werth's theory, examines and analyzes the story of Prophet Yusuf (Joseph) in the Qur'an.
The aim and necessity of this research are to understand the possible and diverse worlds
within this unique Qur'anic story, focusing on the role of subworlds, which are often over-
looked in the text, yet play a significant role in shaping the worldview of the narrative. The
findings show that the narrative of Yusuf utilizes the capacities of these subworlds to create
multiple layers of meaning, contribute to the dynamism and progression of the story, enhance
the dialogic nature (especially between Yusuf, his brothers, and his adversaries), and reflect
the silenced or marginalized voices (such as Yusuf’s fellow prisoners and other unnamed
companions). The construction of these diverse subworlds facilitates the portrayal of essen-
tial Qur'anic themes, including divine decree, the certainty of divine commands, the conflict
between good and evil, and the eventual emergence of prosperity and honor after hardship
and humiliation.
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