Biannual Journal of Research in Shi’a Comparative Theology

. . i -262- )
YOI 5, No 8‘, Spring & Summer 2024, 233-262- {?Oﬁ} ATU
jest.atu.ac.ir DOl | PRESS
DOI: 10.22054/jcst.2024.78871.1159

Examining the Theory of Salvation from the Point of

View of Ibn Taymiyyah and Shahid Motahari

Master Student of Islamic Philosophy and

Fatemehsadat Hosseini™ Theology, Allameh Tabataba'i University,
Tehran, Iran

Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic

Zohreh Abdekhodaie Philosophy and Theology, Allameh
Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

One of the most central debates that has been raised throughout
history and among theological sects and religions is the issue of the
doctrine of "salvation" and the question of whether the followers of
other religions and religions are people of salvation or not. In the
western tradition, the adherents of this theory can be divided into three
groups: exclusivists, inclusivists, and pluralists, a subject that is not
mentioned in the literature of Islamic theology, and if it is used, it is
simply a borrowing of the word from the western tradition. This
article has analyzed the opinions of two influential thinkers regarding
the question of how to save the followers of other religions. On the
one hand, Ibn Taymiyyah's opinions have been examined, which have
a significant impact on the formation of the current Sunni Wahhabi
intellectual system. The current research method is descriptive-
analytical and comparative, and the content was collected through
analyzing the works of both. The findings of the research indicate that
Ibn Taymiyyah had an "extrinsic" view of the verses and traditions
and based on this attitude, he considered only the people of the Salaf
and their followers (Ahl al-Hadith) to be the people of salvation and
called other Muslims, especially the Shiites, to be heretics. And he
does not know about the saved people. But Professor Motahari,
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emphasizing the teachings of the Quran and the traditions of the
innocents, divides people into different groups according to their
destiny. He considers various degrees to save people. He makes a
distinction between a regional Muslim and a real Muslim, a
disbeliever and a non-disbeliever, an incompetent infidel and a
culpable infidel, as well as a person with good deeds and one without
good deeds. Master Motahari Jahlan Qasir considers the intellectually
weak and those who act according to their divine nature and have
righteous deeds to be the people of salvation. According to the
findings of this research, it seems that lbn Taymeh considered
salvation to be exclusive to the people of the Salaf and its followers,
while Professor Motahari considered the circle of salvation to be
wider in such a way that it can include the followers of other schools
of thought and other religions, provided there are conditions.

Keywords: Salvation, Ibn Taymiyyah, heresy, Master Motahari,
intellectually disadvantaged, Salaf people.
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Introduction
One of the main issues among religious studies is the subject or
“acacnnmg” of “aa 0” Te queiiio whethe e lollowelll of
other religions are saved or not. Regarding this subject, three main
approaches are considered; Exclusivism, Inclusivism, and Pluralism.
The present paper aims to study the viewpoints of two famous
and influential Muslim scholars from Sunnah and Shia perspectives.
The first is Ibn-Timie, a Sunnah scholar, and the second is Mortaza
Motahari, a Shia scholar.
The main research question is, based on the viewpoints of the two
above scholars, whether the followers of other religions are saved or

not and if so, under what circumstances this would happen?

Literature Review

Based on the research of this paper, In English literature, there are
some articles about the Islamic perspective on the concept of
Salvation, in general; for instance, Siddigi (1993 A.D) in an article,
etitlle “Sa o liiiii ¢ Pesspeciive” 0 e concep of
salvation in Islam. But there is no background in the subject of
salvation from the viewpoints of the two above scholars. In Farsi
literature, there are several articles, thesis, and dissertations about the
Jji] ec of “aa 07 o e iiew pottt tt of Morzzza tot aaa ; for
tttt ance Saaaaaaa (1383 H.SH). “SC o 0o tot aaaii’s
Viewpossss® or Kaaaalaee (1385 H.SH). “Sa o o Ohhea
Religious people from the viewpoints of John Hick, Allameh
Taaaaaaa’ a  tot aaaii” B rrere ae o a ce apecbbbaly
talking about the subject of salvation from the viewpoints of Ibn-
Timieh and also there is no paper that compares these two persons'
systems of thought.

Research Methodology

Considering, the lack of references in Ibn-Timie and also the newness
of the subject, there is no clear account of the issue in the above
scholars' writings. Consequently, the research methodology of the
paper is a descriptive and analytic method. It means that based on the
findings from primary and secondary sources of each scholar, the
paper makes an analysis assessment and compares two viewpoints
from each other
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Conclusion
The research findings show that from Ibn-Tiii ¢’ iiew aase o hhe
rr a a e loly Prophe of Immmmaaattio “Sa o0” o y

benong o e “Safff” B rro e iiew pottttto totte ta tot aaa
based on the Quran and the Holy Prophet tradition and also rational
reasons, all people under specific conditions will be saved. Therefore,
it seems that encountering other people's salvation, Ibn-Timie believes
in Exclusivism and Motahari believes in Inclusivism. The paper
compares two systems of thought as follows:

First: Salvation or Damnation of other people

Based on the research of the paper, from Ibn -Timieh viewpoints all
people of other religions are pagans. So, they are in hell but the hell is
[ ororeve Base o hle pagass’ aattt htey aaayi hella atte ,,,,, ,
they are annihilated. He also believes that heaven only belongs to the
“ e o Sa tttoe w orrorrowrrrerpopre iip

In comparison, Motahari believes that the followers of other religions
under some circumstances will be saved. At the time of each prophet,
the followers would be saved; for example, in the time of Abraham
the followers of him, and in the time of Moses the followers of him
would be saved but in the time of the next prophet the salvation will
be under some conditions, that the paper discusses.

Second, the Salvation and Damnation of Muslims

Based on Ibn-Timieh's system of thought all people including
Muslims or non-Muslims are in the wrong direction except Salaf.
Therefore, they are far from salvation.

In comparison, Motahari distinguishes between three types of people
encountering the religious teaching; those who are Muslim and know
the Islamic Teachings but do not practice them, those who are Muslim
and do not know Islamic Teachings and do not practice, and those
who are not Muslim and but they do practice Islamic Spirit.

Third, Special Salvation
According to Ibn-T e S annnnnonnnenangnnaaoa““Saad’.

In comparison, according to Motahari, most people from all
around the world will be saved. But salvation has various levels based
on the belief in God and doing the good deeds and right things.
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