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The Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice is one of the most im-
portant religious duties, indeed, the very foundation of their establishment,
the continuous social reform, and the constant guardianship of society against
various afflictions and threats. Today, this duty is at the center of social and do-
mestic media attention. However, the numerous tensions and conflicts reported
in domestic and foreign media regarding its implementation indicate that both
society is not fully aware of the status and importance of this issue, and its ex-
ecutors need more study, deeper understanding, and serious training in terms of
implementation methods and ethical requirements. One of the rich sources for
understanding this issue is the scientific and practical conduct of Imam Reza
(p.b.uwh). Having examined the narrations attributed to Imam Reza (p.b.u.h)
and collected the relevant materials on the methods and ethical requirements
of this duty, the author has endeavored to present a comprehensive research on
the viewpoint of that esteemed Imam to the esteemed readers, through accurate
categorization, fluent translation, and necessary explanations. According to the
Razavi knowledge, the activism of one who enjoins good and forbids evil,
utilizing various methods, is manifested in three stages: the heart, speech, and
action, and is embodied in the belief of the enjoiner and the forbidder and the
scientific and practical awareness of the addressee. Morality and wisdom are
the foundation of this duty. And the necessity of wisdom is the presence of cer-
tain qualities in the soul of the Promotion and the Prevention, and a framework
for their actions. And the more these factors are manifested, the more effective
and lasting this duty will be.

The Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice, methods of Preven-
tion of Vice, the Razavi conduct, Imam Reza (p.b.u.h).
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Introduction

the Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice means compelling peo-
ple towards Virtues deeds and preventing them from Vices actions. An act that
is considered Virtue from the perspective of reason or religion is known as
‘ma’ruf’, and an act that is considered Vice is known as ‘munkar’. This duty is
one of the most important religious commandments, indeed, the very foundation
of their establishment, the continuous social reform, and the constant guardian-
ship of society against various afflictions and threats. The right of individuals
in a society to supervise each other’s social behavior arises from their intercon-
nected destinies. The Quran has mentioned the establishment of this duty as one
of the noble attributes of believers and as a prominent characteristic of Islamic
governance. Today, this duty has become the focus of societal and academic at-
tention. However, the numerous tensions and conflicts reported in domestic and
foreign media regarding its implementation indicate that society must be further
acquainted with the status and importance of this issue. Moreover, through sys-
tematic education, its executors must be given a deeper understanding of this
duty in terms of implementation methods and ethical requirements. One of the
richest sources for understanding this topic is the scientific and practical life of
Imam Reza. This research endeavors to delve into this tradition, to gather the
narrations related to its methods and ethical and executive requirements, and by
means of precise categorization, fluent translation, and necessary explanations,
to present a comprehensive research on the viewpoint of that exalted Imam to
the esteemed readers.

In terms of its objective, this research is applied, and in terms of its execution,
it is a descriptive library-based study. According to Razavi knowledge, the ac-
tivism of the Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice, is manifested in
three successive stages: the heart, speech, and action. This is achieved through
the believer’s own conviction and the scientific and practical awareness of the
audience. The belief of the promotion and prevention necessitates that he or she
be pleased in their heart with obedience to God and grieved by disobedience to
Him. This inner joy or sadness inevitably has external manifestations (such as
not greeting, leaving, or not cooperating) and in this way, it conveys to the re-
cipient that he approves of their good deeds, is displeased with their bad deeds,
and wishes for them to stop. The verbal stage emphasizes the awareness of the
wrongdoer, as they may sometimes be ignorant and need to learn, sometimes
have a superficial understanding and need deeper knowledge, sometimes make
mistakes in identifying the specific error, sometimes be negligent, or sometimes
be led astray by worldly desires and greed. In all these cases, awareness can
free them from ignorance, superficial understanding, mistaken judgment, negli-
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gence, or improper inclination and introduce them to the beautiful face of truth.
Awareness can be achieved through various methods, including: advice, analysis
and explanation, stating worldly benefits and harms or otherworldly rewards and
punishments, stating the result and outcome of actions, warning, guidance and
counseling, explaining the wisdom behind rulings, persuasive arguments, dia-
logue, and debate. In the third stage, the promotion and prevention, relying on
constructive behaviors, strengthens the practical dimension of awareness in the
recipient and, through various methods (such as: offering suitable alternatives,
encouraging the honest and thanking the benevolent, a different approach to chil-
dren, and constructive criticism of those in charge), demonstrates the practical
application of this duty. The intertwining of laws and ethics in the verses of the
Quran and the life of Imam Reza, as well as the repetition and explanation of
the word ‘aql’ (reason) in many narrations attributed to him regarding the Pro-
motion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice, indicates that ethics and wisdom
are the foundation of this duty and neglecting them will not only diminish the
impact of this duty but will also create tension with others and cause them to
turn away from religion. According to Razavi knowledge, the foundation of all
religious teachings, especially the Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of
Vice, is based on wisdom and must be carried out wisely. A wise person pos-
sesses qualities that shape their religious character and organize their speech
and behavior. Wisdom in carrying out this duty requires certain qualities within
the Promotion and Prevention, as well as a framework for their actions. These
qualities include: knowledge and skill, being exemplary, being well-groomed
and observing hygiene, politeness in speech and behavior, patience, gentleness,
controlling anger, forgiveness, fairness, friendship with people, avoiding harm,
having a pleasant demeanor, and being optimistic about one’s fellow believers.
The framework includes: considering the level of understanding and knowledge
of the audience, respecting the conditions and circumstances of the individual,
preventing conflict, avoiding arguments, not interfering in lawful and permissi-
ble matters, and respecting the boundaries of society. The more these qualities
are manifested in the promotion and prevention, the more effective and lasting
this duty will be. Based on this, the promotion and prevention must correctly
identify the Virtue and the Vice as not to do the opposite; that is, they must
not invite to the Vice or discourage from the Virtue, which is itself a mistake.
The effectiveness of this awareness depends on sufficient skill to know how to
perform this duty through speech and behavior. The most effective method of
inviting to virtue and forbidding vice is for the promotion and prevention to be
a role model; that is, by his actions, he invites to virtue and forbids vice. For,
positive and sublime self-transformation is the key to changing others, and every
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reformer must himself be righteous and just in order to be able to reform others.
Otherwise, a quality that is not rooted in one’s soul will not have a lasting ex-
ternal manifestation. According to Razavi knowledge, while verbal invitation is
necessary and has its place, the impact and significance of actions are far greater
and more influential. This realization has led to the exceptional manifestation of
exemplary qualities in the practical lives of the Imams, particularly Imam Reza,
making them a practical model and a reliable example for people and followers.
Important tools for invitation and as a sign of being exemplary in the promotion
and prevention are politeness in speech and conduct, and patience in the face
of the difficulties of carrying out this duty. With this foundation, the promotion
and prevention reaches a level of understanding in thought and calmness in
behavior that prevents them from being harsh in speech or violent in behavior
towards others. While controlling their anger, they deal with others with toler-
ance, gentleness, fairness, and forgiveness. With a pleasant demeanor, friendly
and humble behavior towards others, they sow the seeds of friendship and love,
spreading an atmosphere of equality and brotherhood, and preparing others to
listen to and accept well-meaning and compassionate advice. According to Re-
zavi knowledge, the the promotion and prevention must carry out this duty with
utmost wisdom. This means speaking about religious teachings in a way that is
appropriate to the level of understanding and comprehension of the audience,
and considering their circumstances and conditions, without placing a burden on
them that is beyond their capacity. Additionally, to prevent conflict, disputes, and
potential mistakes, they should minimize the factors that could lead to them and
avoid arguments and disagreements, even when they are right. the promotion and
prevention guards the boundaries of society against the normalization of sins
but does not create prohibitions or obstacles for actions that reason and religion
deem lawful and permissible.
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