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The conduct and practices of the Infallibles, particularly Imam Ali ibn Musa
al-Ridha (PBUH), play a fundamental role in shaping the behavioral and
verbal models for Shia Muslims. Examining the content of the debates and
discourses of the Infallibles has a significant impact on intellectual growth,
awareness, and the strengthening of the beliefs of the Muslim community. This
can also serve as a basis for attracting people, including fair-minded opponents
and audiences. This article, based on three key areas—principles, methods,
and the style of the Infallibles’ debates, specifically those of Imam al-Ridha
(PBUH)—employs a textual analysis approach. The study demonstrates how
the sacred figures, particularly Imam al-Ridha (PBUH), engaged in debates,
how they based their arguments on the foundations of Quranic verses and the
Prophetic tradition, how they utilized rational reasoning, which of the three
methods—proof, good admonition, or the best argument—they most frequent-
ly employed, and which rhetorical style they preferred. According to research
conducted in the Kitab al-Hujjah section of Al-Kafi, particularly concerning
the necessity of following the Divine Proof, Imam al-Ridha’s (PBUH) debates
are ranked third after the debates of Imam al-Sadiq (PBUH) and Imam al-Bagqir
(PBUH).
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Introduction
The Necessity of Following Divine Authority in Imamate

The topic of Imamate raises the question of whether it is divinely appointed
or elected. Divine authorities, whether prophets or imams, are appointed by God,
and their status is not earned or given by others. Sheikh Kulayni emphasizes that
the authority of both prophethood and imamate comes from God, suggesting that
divine guidance must be followed because obeying divine authority is equivalent
to obeying God .

Kulayni’s book *Al-Kafi* contains numerous hadiths regarding the divine ap-
pointment of imams, reflecting the deep belief in this divine selection within
Shia thought. Imam Reza argues that God has determined the authority of the
imam and emphasizes that it is through divine command that such positions are
established .

Key Characteristics of the Imams’ Arguments

The infallible imams, particularly Imam Reza, often used the Quran, the Sun-
nah, and rational principles in their arguments. They employed various rhetor-
ical techniques to engage with the incorrect policies of their time, educating
the people about recognizing and following divine authority and the Wilayah
(leadership) of the imams .

Foundations of the Arguments

Quranic Verses: The Quran serves as the foundational document of Islamic
teachings, and the imams frequently cite its verses as rational evidence to sup-
port their claims about divine authority .

Hadiths: The Sunnah, which includes the sayings and actions of the Prophet
Muhammad and the imams, is also a significant source of Islamic jurisprudence
and belief, reinforcing the necessity of following the imams as divine represen-
tatives .

Rational Principles: Reason is considered a crucial tool in understanding faith,
and the imams encouraged its use. They viewed rationality as a divine gift that
leads to the recognition of truth and understanding God’s commands .

Methods of Argumentation
The imams utilized various methods, including:

- Rational Discourse: Engaging in logical discussions to convey their messages
and address doubts .

- Moral Teachings: Using ethical and moral arguments to guide people toward
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understanding their responsibilities to God and the imams .

- Clear Communication: Distinguishing between different styles of communi-
cation (such as direct statements and parables) to effectively impart their mes-
sages .

Imam Reza frequently highlighted the necessity of divine authority, urging peo-
ple to adhere to the teachings of the imams as a reflection of obedience to God.
He emphasized that divine leadership is essential for maintaining the integrity of
faith and guiding the Muslim community .

Rhetorical Excellence: The text highlights the eloquence and rhetorical skills
of the Imams, underscoring that their ability to communicate was a divine gift.
They utilized various rhetorical devices and techniques, such as warnings and
admonitions, to guide and educate their audiences effectively.

Warning and Exhortation: The text also emphasizes the use of warnings and
admonitions in the Imams’ teachings. They utilized strong language to convey
the gravity of ignoring divine guidance, asserting that deviation from the path of
the Imams leads to ruin.

In summary, the Imams employed a blend of logical reasoning, compassionate
exhortation, and rhetorical skill to effectively convey their messages about the
necessity of following divine authority and the prophetic mission .

The text discusses the concept of guidance and warning in Islamic teachings,
particularly as articulated by the Imams. It emphasizes the equal significance of
those who warn and those who give glad tidings, with references to sayings of
Ali and other Imams regarding the consequences of straying from divine guid-
ance. The text highlights the notion that separation from God’s representative
leads to destruction, citing Imam Bagqir and Imam Reza’s views on the impor-
tance of adhering to the divine authority .

Moreover, it outlines various rhetorical techniques used by the Imams, such as
glad tidings (tabshir), simile (tashbih), and oaths (gasm), as means to motivate
and educate the faithful. These techniques served to emphasize the significance
of following the Imams and to elucidate their roles as essential guides in the faith

In conclusion, the article presents an analysis of 986 hadiths from *Usul al-
Kafi*, noting that Imam Sadiq narrated the most hadiths related to divine guid-
ance, followed by Imam Bagqir and Imam Reza. It underscores the Imams’ efforts
in raising awareness and clarifying Islamic principles, particularly the necessity
of following the rightful Imams. The discourse in these hadiths serves as both a
defense of beliefs and a guide for contemporary religious and political dialogues,
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advocating for a connection between theological discussions and the everyday
lives of people. The text calls for a revitalization of the understanding of divine
truths in modern contexts, emphasizing the need for awareness and engagement
with the teachings of the Quran and the Imams .
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