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The beauty of poetry stems from the harmony and coordination of its elements,
which are formed in the sound structure. It demonstrates the proportion and
formal balance of the poem through the repetition of words and in accordance
with specific linguistic patterns. Structuralists believe that sound structure is
the foundation of poetry; therefore, in structural analyses, the superstructure
of a work holds greater significance. This article, while providing a deeper
understanding of Muhtasham Kashani’s composition in praise of Imam Reza
(PBUH), examines its sound structure at three levels—phonic balance, lex-
ical balance, and syntactic balance—using a descriptive-analytical method
and library resources. The research findings reveal that phonetic balance, in
its quantitative aspect, is achieved by selecting an appropriate meter that aligns
with the theme of the poem (panegyric), and in its qualitative aspect, through
various methods of vowel and consonant repetition, such as full final phonetic
repetition and the use of appropriate verbal and nominal refrains. Lexical bal-
ance is achieved through various methods of repeating a linguistic form, either
fully or partially, the use of rich and appropriate rhymes, and the use of various
types of antithesis and pun. Syntactic balance is created through the proper
use of juxtaposition and substitution within the sentence. Moreover, the poet,
with a special attention to the possibilities of different components of language,
from phonemes to sentences, has highlighted the aesthetic and artistic aspect
of his poetry.

Imam Reza (PBUH), religious poetry, Muhtasham Kashani, sound struc-
ture, balance.
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Introduction

Sound structure, according to structuralists, is the foundation of poetry. Conse-
quently, in structural analyses, the superstructure of a work holds greater signifi-
cance. This concept has long been a subject in Islamic rhetoric and has received
significant attention in serious literary criticism. This structure is formed through
the repetition of words and in accordance with specific linguistic rules and pat-
terns. Generally speaking, from the perspective of Islamic rhetoric critics like
Abd al-Qabhir al-Jurjani, and Western critics like Roman Jakobson and Claude
Lévi-Strauss, the theoretical foundation of aesthetics and the analysis of sound
structure is based on order. They believe that the beauty of a word is felt in its
context and combination within a sentence.

In this article, while providing a deeper understanding of Muhtasham Kashani’s
composition in praise of Imam Reza (a.s.), its sound structure at three levels—
phonic balance, lexical balance, and syntactic balance—is examined using a de-
scriptive-analytical method and library resources. This religious poet is always
remembered for his Ashura elegy, and his other works are usually overlooked,
despite many of his poems being worthy of attention both linguistically and in
terms of content and theme. Therefore, it is necessary to investigate the sound
and content structure of Muhtasham’s other poems. In other words, the function
of the units of linguistic order within the text, including various types of allitera-
tion, phonological repetitions, the use of pauses and stress, the use of words, and
everything related to the language of poetry, should be determined. Because if an
essential element is to be identified for the essence of poetry, it would undoubt-
edly be the language of poetry. In ancient rhetoric, there was no separate heading
for “the language of poetry,” and the points made about the linguistic aspects of
poetry were mostly limited to grammar and syntax, with a rhetorical rather than
aesthetic focus. However, today, the theoretical foundations of this subject have
changed, and poetry is intrinsically linked to the element of “language” (Zargani,
1384: 56).

By adding meter, rhyme, refrain, and various types of phonetic correspondenc-
es to words, the poet imposes grammatical rules on the language norm, thereby
creating beauty. Consequently, the beauty of poetry hinges on the harmony and
coordination of its diverse yet unified elements, which are intertwined at both
the surface and deep structural levels. Sound structure is essentially the aesthetic
ornamentation of textual elements, with a greater emphasis on the surface struc-
ture. It encompasses the structural units of language (phonemes, words, syntactic
patterns, external, internal, and spiritual music, and figures of speech). However,
the deep structure and underlying layers of language contain meaning and con-
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cept—the very feelings and thoughts that the poet seeks to convey to the reader
through linguistic devices. What is presented in this study is the interconnected-
ness and harmony between the components of a poem through the utilization of
linguistic capabilities in one of the religious poems of the 10th century AH.

This composition is the seventh in his divan, consisting of 14 sections and 112
couplets, with harmonious rhymes and diverse, pleasing refrains. Among the
eight sections with a refrain, three have a verbal refrain, and the other refrains are
also selected intelligently and appropriately to match the content of the section.
In the first section, the poet speaks of his intense longing to visit the holy shrine
of Imam Reza (a.s.), describing that place as a source of celestial water and an
intercessor on the Day of Judgment. The second section discusses the exalted
position of the Imam and the multitude of his devotees. The third section is about
the Imam’s compassion, intercession, and mediation for sinners and repentant in-
dividuals. The fourth section explains the place of the Imam’s lovers in paradise,
and the fifth section describes the position of Imamate and Wilayah. Sections six
to thirteen discuss the virtues and exalted position of this great Imam in terms
of knowledge, compassion, and kindness. The poet apologizes for his inability
to fully comprehend and express these virtues and qualities. The final section of
this composition pays tribute to the Fourteen Infallibles, from the Prophet Mu-
hammad (PBUH) to the Imam of the Age (a.j.).

This research aims to investigate the aesthetics of the sound structure of
Muhtasham Kashani’s composition to elucidate how linguistic devices facilitate
the transmission of meaning, and how the sound and rhythm of words are con-
sidered more important than their meaning in poetry. What attracts a reader to a
poem is the language and the poet’s skill in using words, which distinguishes the
language of poetry from everyday language and consequently creates the beauty
of poetry. After that, the meaning becomes apparent.

To understand the relationship between sounds and their meanings and to de-
termine the place of sound structure in Muhtasham Kashani’s composition, a
detailed analysis of the sound structure, including repetitions at the level of pho-
nemes, syllables, words, etc., and the combination of musical elements such as
alliteration and the music of words, has been conducted. Additionally, to achieve
the desired result, specific features such as aesthetic techniques employed in
figures of speech and rhetorical devices related to the surface structure of the
text have been examined and their impact on the formation of the composition’s
sound structure has been identified.

An examination of Muhtasham Kashani’s composition from the perspective of
sound structure revealed that the poet has considered various types of phonet-
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ic, lexical, and syntactic balance and has effectively utilized different types of
repetition at the levels of phonemes, syllables, words, phrases, and sentences to
enhance the music of his poetry. He has intelligently, artistically, and poetically
poured the valuable content of his mind, which is his devotion and love for the
Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH), into words, resulting in a fitting and beautiful juxtaposition
of words and their appropriate placement in the reader’s mind.

In this composition, at the level of quantitative phonetic balance, a calm and
flowing meter (fa’ilatun and bahr ramal, suitable for serious themes) has been
used. In the realm of qualitative phonetic balance, the repetition of consonants
and vowels, in accordance with the emotional atmosphere of the poem, has
elevated its musical value and has contributed to better conveying the poet’s
thoughts and feelings. The use of the vowel “a,” which signifies the grandeur and
high status of the infallible Imam, and is consistent with the atmosphere of the
panegyric poem, as well as consonants that harmonize with the poet’s feelings
in various verses, is indicative of the poet’s particular intelligence in selecting
words. The complete final repetition in the form of appropriate verbal and nom-
inal refrains has made his poetry fluid and flowing. In terms of lexical balance,
the use of various types of repetition, such as initial, medial, and final repetition,
is noteworthy. Muhtasham Kashani, in this composition, has used rich rthymes
that are appropriate to the content of the poem, and by employing various types
of puns, antithesis, and other rhetorical devices, he has made the sound struc-
ture of the poem cohesive and strong, utilizing all the potential capabilities of
language in this regard. Therefore, sound structure is one of the most important
elements of beauty creation in this composition, which demonstrates the poet’s
artistic use of linguistic techniques and can contribute to increasing the reader’s
appreciation of this composition.
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