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Razavi’s children’s and adolescent literature festival stories are among the
works of fiction in the age category of children and adolescents, which were
mostly written in a one-sequence and somewhat positive way in the 2000s and
2010s. The main focus of these stories is criticism of illness and poverty, praise
of appeal and hope, altruism, gratitude, effort and perseverance. This article
tries to investigate and analyze the important structural and content elements
of these works in a descriptive and analytical way, with the aim of better intro-
ducing these stories and knowing the viewpoints of their authors, which have
been given less attention so far. The findings of this research revealed that in
these stories, the reality descriptions prevail over the imagination of the writ-
ers. In these stories, in the end, superiority is with positive characters and the
force of good, and the heroes and readers face relatively positive endings. The
predominance of dynamic characters over static characters because of the type
of crises in the story and the predominance of content over form, scenes com-
bined with similes and metaphors that serve the content of the story are other
features of these stories. Lack of attention to the national and mythological
culture and uniformity in the language and speech of the story characters is one
of the most important damages of these works.

story, Razavi children and adolescent literature festival, structural and con-
tent analysis, frequency.

Cite this The Author (s): Foroozandeh, M., Tofighi, M. (2024). A Structural and Content Analysis of the Stories
of Razavi’s Children and Adolescent Literature Festival (2006-2016) : Quarterly Scientific Journal of Farhang
Razavi. Year 12, Issue 2, Summer 2024, Serial Number 46 — (7- 42)- DO1:10.22034/farzv.2023.378248.1836.

Publisheder: Unversity of Tehran Press




A Structural and Content Analysis of the Stories of Razavi's Children and Adolescent Literature Festival ... 8

Introduction
1. Statement of the Problem

The stories submitted to the Razavi Children’s and Adolescent Literature Fes-
tival are among the works of fiction in the age range of children and teenagers
mostly written in a sequential and somewhat optimistic manner between 2006
and 2016 and published in the works of this festival. As defined by Foster, the
story is a type of literary work and it is “the narration of a series of events ar-
ranged according to the sequence of time”.(Foster,2005:118). In other words, a
story “includes the display of conflict, between two opposing forces with a goal”
(Mirsadeghi, 1998: 32) and has some main elements such as the plot, protago-
nist, background and incident (ibid). In fiction works, the relationship between
the structure and the content of the story have a significant effect on the consol-
idation of the work. Structure refers to the way of organizing and relationships
between the elements and components of the work, and structural analysis exam-
ines the relationship between the elements of the work. In addition, the content
of the work as its dominant thought, is one of the important factors in making the
story more interesting. Therefore, by analyzing and examining the content along
with the structure of the work, it is possible to get a more complete understand-
ing of it (Afzali, 2010: 61). In this article, the most important elements of the
story in 14 stories winning the top places in this festival were examined in hope
for a better understanding of the stylistic characteristics of the works of child and
adolescent writers of our country. Moreover, considering the special type of au-
thors of such works, this study could partly outline the intellectual and religious
atmosphere of the country’s child and adolescent writers. In so doing, the authors
of the article were determined to know the story elements and literary aspects
of the stories, analyze their story elements and answer the following questions:

1.What are the structures of the elements of the stories in this festival?
2.What are the main contents of the stories of this festival?

3.What are the most important detriments of the stories of this festival?

2. Methodology and Data Collection

This article was carried out in an analytical-descriptive manner with the aim of
better introducing the stories presented to the Razavi Children’s and Adolescent
Literature Festival and knowing the perspectives of the authors of these works
in the age range of children and adolescents, and tried to identify important
structural and content elements of these works.To this aim, the Model of Claude
Bremond and the character pattern of Greimas were used in two sequence and
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one sequence stories. Data collection was done using library method. After re-
viewing the stories presented in this festival ,notes were taken and classified and
then based on the above-mentioned patterns and models along with reflecting on
the existing books in the field of story analysis and aspects of narration research
literature in this regard, the structural and content analysis of these stories was
carried out.

3. Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of the present article revealed that the elements of the story in these
works, especially in the plots of the stories, despite their simplicity and the sequen-
tial arrangement, in addition to emphasizing the objective and religious content,
have caused a better affinity and familiarity of the readers with the stories.

About 70% of the reviewed stories had a solid and linear plot. Also, closed
plots, which are somehow simpler compared to open plots, were used more.
All these findings can show the type of thinking of the authors and the spirit
that governs these writings and strive for a happy ending, a thinking that shows
the character of the pure spirit of children and adolescent writers. Furthermore,
except for two stories “Not the Younes we used to know” and “The story of that
night when a miracle happened” which have two sequence endings, other stories
have one sequence endings, which make up about 91.7% of all the reviewed
stories which match Claude Bremond’s Model.

Regarding the viewpoint angle, it should be said: the first person viewpoint
angle is the most frequent with 37.5%, and the soliloquy style with 33.3%, the
third person viewpoint angle with 25% and the second person viewpoint angle
with 4.2% are ranked next, that confirms the fact that it is important to include
the subject of reporting and emotional crises caused by issues such as illness,
death and poverty in the story. Most of the characters in these stories are dynam-
ic characters that have been formed to some extent due to the existence of emo-
tional and internal crises in these stories. Considering the short volume of these
works as well as the age of the authors, who usually have little experience, this
feature is interesting and worthy of reflection, because the author has to display
the transformations of the characters in a limited space. The highest frequency in
the characterization method belongs to the indirect method with 32.64 percent,
and the direct method through the author’s explanation with 27.27 percent and
the direct method through naming with zero frequency are in the next ranks.

The most-frequently used contents in these stories include: criticism of illness,
criticism of poverty, praise of appeal and hope, praise of altruism, gratitude and
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effort and perseverance that are presented 25% indirectly and 75% directly. Time
and place in these stories are influenced by the content and theme of the stories
and are used to better describe other elements such as characters. The prevailing
atmosphere in these stories is a combination of reality and imagination, but reali-
ty prevails over imagination influenced by the objectivity of the stories’ contents.
In these stories, in the end, excellence is with positive characters and the force of
good. Positive characters are victorious and negative ones are usually rejected.

Regarding structural and content damage, it can be said that these stories have
very simple plots and are less able to encourage movement and dynamism in the
audience. The reason for this is in observing the progress and delay in the plots
of the stories. The atmosphere of these stories is mostly realistic and the element
of imagination is less used in them. The lack of difference in the language and
speech of the characters suggests that all people in the story are speaking in the
same language or in the same tone. The contents of the stories of this festival
do not fit well with our native and mythological culture, and less has been said
about the affinity of national and religious culture. Moreover, the themes of the
stories are not pristine and a new look at the old themes is not seen either. The
atmosphere of the stories mostly reflect the atmosphere of rural and urban areas
in the 1980s and 1990s, not the 2000s and 2010s, which correspond to the age
group of the authors of the stories. This, in the first place, discourages the child
and teenager audience from reading these stories. Most of the space in these
stories is to outline the problems of the characters in the story and appeal to the
imam to solve them, and less leads to modeling in the story for the purpose of
improving life and society.
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