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Abstract

The existence, receptive reason, and substantive movement are three basic concepts
in Molla Sadra's Transcendent Wisdom, which are existentially related to language.
Adopting a descriptive-analytic method, this research investigated into the first- and
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second-hand sources on Transcendent Wisdom to determine the relation between the
language and the three concepts mentioned above. The results of the study showed,
first, that, in Molla Sadra's view, language is existential, along with being essential
and conventional. Second, like existence, language involves substantive movement
from the verbal existence up to the intelligibles and divine revelations. Thirdly, this
existential language is one of the potentials of the receptive reason in the sense that
the degree of the perfection of language is proportionate to the degree of the
perfection of the receptive reason. In other words, the more perfect the receptive
reason is, the more elaborate and extended the language of the receptive reason is.
In other words, this language can be as vast as the universe in its scope and ranking
place.

Keywords: Molla Sadra's transcendent wisdom, Existence, Receptive reason,
Substantive motion, Language.

Problem Statement

Language is one of the key concepts in Molla Sadra's transcendent wisdom. How he
conceives of language and the way he links this existential phenomenon to other
fundamental concepts in his philosophy are matters of great importance from both
philosophical and linguistic perspectives. The major concern of this paper is to
investigate the phenomenon of language in light of Molla Sadra's conceptions of
existence, receptive reason, and substantive movement. In fact, he defines and
explains language within the broader scope of his existentialism which relies on the
existence, receptive reason, and substantive movement.

Method

This research adopted a descriptive-analytic approach. For this purpose, the primary
and secondary sources on Sadra Shirazi's philosophy were meticulously studied with
an eye on the key concepts of existence, receptive reason, substantive movement,
language. The primary references were those treatises which were written by Sadra
Shirazi himself. The secondary sources were the books and papers which have been
written by his expositors and researchers interested in Sadra Shirazi's philosophy.
Therefore, the following questions were addressed:

1- How is language related to Sadra Shirazi's conception of existence?

2- How is language related to Sadra Shirazi's conception of receptive reason?

3- How is language related to Sadra Shirazi's conception of substantive

movement?

Findings and Results

The results of the study showed that, in Sadra Sirazi's transcendent philosophy,
language is an existential phenomenon. Although language has an accidental value
which is expressed through words and sentences, it is of an existential nature, in the
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sense that, language is hierarchically graded according to the hierarchies of
existence. Second, like existence, language involves a substantive movement from
the verbal existence up to the intelligibles and divine revelations. This is carried out
through rational and spiritual movement which reason undertakes. It is, in fact, a
travel from the sensible to the spiritual and rational. In his treatise entitled The Four
Voyages, he clearly demonstrates the itinerary from the physical world to the
spiritual world. The planned routes or journeys are existentially and linguistically
graded. Thirdly, the existential language, which Sadra Shirazi speaks of, is one of
the potentials of the receptive reason in the sense that the degree of the perfection of
language is proportionate to the degree of the perfection of the receptive reason.
Furthermore, Sadra Shirazi considers three kinds of existence: universal, particular,
and linguistic. The universal existence includes the universal concepts in the mind
which are abstracted from the particular objects in the physical world. The particular
existence refers to the objects and things in the extramental world of realities. Books,
chairs, cats, etc. are examples of such extramental equities. The linguistic existence
includes the oral and written modes.
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