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Abstract

Tajrid al-I'tigad by Nasir al-Din Tusi is one of the most important educational texts
in Islamic Theology, and many commentaries and glosses have been written on it.
One of the most significant commentaries is the one written by Qushji and the
annotations by Khafri on this commentary. Alavi also wrote three commentaries on
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Khafri's gloss, one of which is Hazirat al-Uns. The main question of this study is:
"was Ahmad Alavi successful in his existential approach to Khwaja's proof for the
Necessary Existent in the interpretation of Hazirat al-Uns?" The findings of this
article are as follows:

1 .Alavi tries to present Khwaja's proof as a demonstrative proof (burhan-e limmi)
centered on an existential approach and focused on existence .

2 .The separation of the self-existence of the major premise from the relational
existence of the major premise and, consequently, the non-necessity of the major
premise in essence, and its need for a cause in a certain quality or an accident of the
major premise, can only be discussed when the predicated existence is other than the
Necessary Existent. Since the Necessary Existent is necessary in its essence, it is
necessary in all its attributes and states and has no state of expectation or need .

3 .Although Alavi discusses existence and the absolute existent in *Hazirat al-Uns*
and states that considering existence is different from considering contengency, what
he ultimately engages with is an existent that is divided into two categories: the
Necessary and the contingent. This divisibility and separation are a characteristic of
a mental concept, not an objective reality .

Keywords: Necessary Existent, Proof of the Necessary, Proof of the Truthful
(*Burhan al-Siddigin*), Ahmad Alavi, Khwaja, Khafri, Hazirat al-Uns.

Problem Statement

Tajrid al-'Aga'id, also known as Tajrid al-Kalam (Taherani, 1982, Vol. 3, p.
353), and due to Allameh Hilli's commentary on it called Kashf al-Murad fi
Sharh Tajrid al-I'tigad, it is known as Tajrid al-I'tigad. It is a distinguished
theological work by Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi (d. 672 AH), written in 660
AH (Tusi, 1986, p. 73) .

Tajrid is influenced by four major philosophical and theological movements :
1 .The tradition of Shiite theological writing .

2 .1bn Sina's Peripatetic philosophy .

3 .Fakhr al-Din Razi's philosophical theology .

4 Mu'tazilite foundations (See: Qaramaleki, 2008, Vol. 14, p. 580).

In addition to this, it possesses unique features that are not found in any
previous theological works :

1 .Conciseness combined with comprehensiveness: Usually, treatises and
brief writings focus on a specific issue such as divine attributes, the proof of
the Necessary Existent, prophethood, resurrection, and related issues.
Because brevity and limited scope are not compatible with verbosity and
comprehensiveness. However, Khwaja created a work that, despite its
brevity, addresses all major issues in philosophical theology .



2 .Chaptering and Categorizing: As will be further explained, this type of
organization is unprecedented. The book starts with philosophical topics like
general matters and ends with religious beliefs such as the beginning of
creation, prophethood, imamate, and eschatology .

3 .Innovation in philosophical theology: It can be confidently said that
Khwaja was perhaps the first to elevate the method of theological study to
rational and philosophical arguments and succeeded in bringing theology and
philosophy—two disciplines that had often been at odds with each other
throughout history—closer together (ibid., 2008, Vol. 14, *Tajrid al-I'tigad*
entry) .

4 .Educational purpose: From reading the text, it seems that besides creating
a new theological method, his goal was to produce an educational and
instructional text. Subsequent scholars recognized the unique features of
Tajrid and rightly chose it as an educational text.

Due to the importance and unique features of Tajrid al-I'tiqad, over 230
commentaries and glosses have been written on it by Muslim theologians—
both Imami and Sunni (Sadrayi Khoei, 2004, p. 13). The most important
commentaries are as follows :

1 .Kashf al-Murad by Allameh Hilli .

2 .Tafrid al-I'timad by Abu'l-'Ala Beheshti .

3 .Tasdid al-Qawa'id by Shams al-Din Mahmoud Esfahani (674741 AH),
known as the old commentary .

4 New Commentary: a comprehensive commentary by Ali ibn Muhammad
Qushji (d. 879 AH) .

5 .Shawariq al-1lham*: a comprehensive commentary by Abdur-Razzaq
Lahiji (d. 1051 AH) (See: Qaramaleki, VVol. 14, p. 581).

Mir Seyyed Ahmad Alavi (d. before 1060 AH), a prominent student of Mir
Damad, wrote three commentaries or glosses on Tajrid:

a. Riyad al-Quds: a detailed commentary and annotations on Qushji's
commentary on *Tajrid* and Khafri's glosses, which he completed in 1028
AH .

b. Rawdat al-Muttagin: a commentary on the fifth and sixth sections of Tajrid
al-I'tigad on (Leadership) imamate and resurrection. He wrote this
commentary after Riyad al-Quds and before Hazirat al-Uns

c. Hazirat al-Uns: In this work, Alavi provides a commentary on Khafri's
gloss on Qushji's commentary on *Tajrid al-1'tigad*. Following Khafri, Alavi
focuses solely on the third section of *Tajrid*, which contains discussions on



bl s sl gty dslilad g0 7.

the proof of the existence of the Necessary Existent, the attributes of the
Necessary, and the actions of the Necessary.

The research questions are: Has Ahmad Alavi's existential approach to
Khwaja's proof of the Necessary Existent in the commentary on *Hazirat al-
Uns* been successful? What is Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi's proof of the
Necessary Existent in *Tajrid al-1'tigad*, and what interpretations have been
made of it? Which of Khafri's interpretations refers to the proof of the
Truthful (*Burhan al-Siddigin*)?

Method
This article employs an analytical-critical method to present its findings.

Findings and the Results

In Hazirat al-Uns, Ahmad Alavi tries to remove the notion of contingency as
the cornerstone of the argument replace it with existence or the absolute
existent. However, the use of the invalidation of circularity and infinite
regress, and prior to that, the division of the existent into the Necessary and
the contingent, indicates that Alavi also could not focus solely on existence .
The proof of the Truthful (*Burhan al-Siddigin*) is based on an existential
approach—a perspective that moves from the existent to the objective reality
of existence. The advantage of this proof is that it proves God without
confining Him to a specific name. However, what has been reported by Ibn
Sina in the *Isharat*, Khwaja in *Tajrid*, Khafri in his gloss on Qushji's
commentary on *Tajrid*, and Alavi in his commentary on Khafri's gloss, all
revolve around the existent, which is not the same as the Necessary.
Moreover, the existent in the proof of the Necessary as narrated by Khwaja
and, subsequently, by Alavi, is divided into the Necessary and the contingent.
This divisibility and separation are characteristics of a mental concept, not an
objective reality.
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