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answer to the following main question: What are the mystical,
ethical and philosophical fundamentals in Imam Khomeini’s
intellectual system? The findings of this paper obtained through

Keywords: Skinner’s Methodology of Intentional Hermeneutics indicate that

iﬁzﬁﬁz;e,lz;ij:g ;)}lfgy’ ontology, in his analysis of epistemology, Imam Khomeini considers it as a
graded phenomenon. Since mankind’s scope of epistemology is
restricted to natural science, he believes in the necessity of religion
and the need for sending messengers. As a result of this attitude, he
believes in a wide spectrum of sources for cognition such as rational
sources, sacred text and intuitional sources. In terms of ontology,
Imam Khomeini follows Mulla Sadra’s transcendental philosophy
and a graded order in the universe. He considers all creatures as
manifestations of God created in His name and based on Divine
fitra (nature). As in terms of anthropology, Imam Khomeini
addresses human being in his highest ever stage, i.e. most perfect
creature, vicegerent of God on earth, and manifestation of a
perfect human. Introducing a double-fitra theory in man’s self,
‘Con_’e_sr)onqing auth_orA: . i.e. spiritual fitra veiled in nature and unveiled spiritual fitra, he
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argues that the first is one of the armies of ignorance and the source
of wickedness and the latter is an army of reason and a factor for
human salvation. In methodology, too, Imam Khomeini believes in
multiple methods and using each method of epistemology within its

scope of applicability.

Citethisarticle: Mahmoodikia, M. (2024). Fundamentals of Epistemology in Imam
Khomeini’s Political Thought. Matin Research Journal,26(104),81-109. doi: 10.22034/
matin.2023.396245.2161

©The Author(s). Publisher: Research Institute of Imam Khomeini and Islamic.
8 This is an open-access article distributed under the CC BY (license http://

creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).




Volume 26, Issue 104, Fall 2024 Matin Research Journal 2

Introduction

The theoretical foundations of every thinker include the normative order, principles,
concepts, frameworks and fundamental assumptions that form the structure of the
thinker’s attitude and vision towards the world around him. Therefore, before any
judgment regarding the thinker’s effects on his surrounding environment or his field of
scholarship, we must know the series of information that forms the basis of the thinker’s
knowledge of the world around him.

On the other hand, Considering the importance of knowing the foundations, principles,
and principles of Imam Khomeini’s thought as the main software of the Islamic Revo-
lution and the political system that arose from it, it is necessary to have a near to reality
read from the text of his thought in order to avoid the dangers caused by personal inter-
pretations of his thought. Based on this, in this research, by referring to the text of the
Imam’s thought, an attempt has been made to provide a clear picture of the foundations
and principles of Imam Khomeini’s thought by explaining the theoretical foundations
of his system of thought in the dimensions of epistemology, methodology, ontology and
below that, anthropology.

Considering the importance and pivotal position of Imam Khomeini’s thought on the
construction of the political order after the Islamic Revolution in Iran, as well as his
prominent scientific personality, in this research we aimed to answer this question by
referring to the text of his mystical, moral and philosophical thought. What are the
mystical, moral and philosophical foundations of Imam Khomeini’s intellectual order?

Methodology

This research is based on Gadamer’s understanding of hermeneutics. He presented a
theory of interpretation that fully considered the position of the reader. He believed text
Interpretation was a confrontation between the two worlds of the author and the reader;
the text became an independent entity with its own life.

In general, from a theoretical perspective, it is possible to achieve a framework and
general principles for the creation of an analytical device for its application in political
matters by systematically studying the thought system of a thinker and using it as a ref-
erence analytical device for the interpretation of political phenomena.

Naturally, the research about the thought system of Imam Khomeini as a well-versed
jurist and principle, a great philosopher and a great mystic on the one hand, as well as
the leadership of a political system on the other hand, has many complications, and what
is meant in this article is that part of his thought system, which has a meaningful and
close connection with the field of politics.
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Conclusion

According to what is available from his mystical, moral and philosophical works, in
which most of his theoretical foundations and intellectual foundations have appeared
and can be read, reviewed, and analyzed, the fundamental principles and in other words
the foundations of his thought can be presented as follows:

1- All the fundamental fields in Imam Khomeini’s thought are in a way a belief in the
universality and constructive aspect of the phenomena, which makes it possible to avoid
the one-dimensional examination of the human being.

2- The problem of cognition and the possibility of attaining cognition is one of the
most important issues in the intellectual order of every thinker, which, from the point of
view of Imam Khomeini’s monotheistic epistemology, is the criterion of cognition, both
sense and intellect, and whatever is placed in this realm is within the realm of action and
cognition. This feature in the field of knowledge causes the recognition of all sources
of knowledge, including intellectual and sensory sources, sources based on the sacred
text, and intuitive sources; therefore, knowledge of phenomena can be planned and in-
vestigated in a wide range of knowledge sources.

3- Imam Khomeini’s ontology is a mystical and philosophical monotheistic ontology.
On the one hand, they consider the whole world as the name of God, and on the other
hand, they consider every dimension of phenomena to be a shadow of its other levels of
existence, and they believe that the entire existence originates from a single truth, and
nothing else has existence or originality except that eternal truth.

4- The foundations of anthropology leave the most important and objective impact on
the political philosophy of every thinker. Imam Khomeini considers the human being to
be of the highest order of existence, the caliph of God on earth, who is comprehensive
and has two inner natures, which are the source of all human vices and virtues, one of
which is bound by the veil of nature and the other is free from it. They introduce these
two natures as the representatives of the armies of reason and ignorance in man, and the
dominance of each of these two natures over the human body determines his existence.
5- The method of cognition, considering the limitations of each of the existing methods
in the field of cognition, as well as the difference in the subject of each field of science,
in Imam Khomeini’s view, has led to the acceptance of method pluralism.
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