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Introduction

Expressing complex mystical concepts indirectly has a greater impact on the audience; therefore,
mystic poets use allegories to convey these concepts to the audience. However, allegory was only
used as a vessel to express these mystical concepts and terms. Mystic poets such as Attar and
Jami also used allegories in their works to express and have a greater impact complex mystical
concepts. Perhaps Attar can be called the first poet to integrate mysticism and spiritual purposes
within allegory and storytelling, with his clear evidence being his work “ Manteq-Altair”.
Following Attar, this method of expressing mystical subjects persisted in Persian poetry and
literature. Abd al-Rahman Jami, for example, successfully mastered this method of mystical
expression with remarkable skill. The poem “ The Fishes Who lost the Jewel of Life in Search of
the Sea “ is one of the most successful examples of this kind of allegory.

Problem Statement

In this study, we have examined and conducted a content analysis of the mystical concepts
presented by these two poets in the same form and structure that they themselves have chosen
to express them. Although both poets have addressed mystical themes, especially “unity,” in
their other poems, Attar’s allegories, particularly the allegory of the “Simurgh,” have found a
unique place. To reach the depths of his thoughts, we have focused on this allegory. Through
a comparative examination of the allegories of the “Simurgh” and the “Fishes,” we have
discovered valuable insights regarding a better and deeper understanding of the hidden concept
of “unity” in them. Moreover, addressing “unity” as the central theme of these two allegories and
examining its reflection in the poems and thoughts of Imam Khomeini has been the main focus
of the authors in organizing this study.

In this article, we have answered the following questions: Why did poets like Attar and Jami
focus on the theme of unity and address it? Was Imam Khomeini, as an eminent jurist and
prominent mystic, also a believer in the concept of “unity,” and did he address it in his poems?

Research Background

Research on the concept of “unity” from the perspectives of Attar, Jami, and Imam Khomeini
has been conducted separately, such as “Manifestations of Practical Mysticism and Unity of
Witness in the Divan of Attar Nishaburi,” “The Place of Existential Unity in Jami’s Mysticism,”
and “Unity of Existence from the Perspective of Imam Khomeini,” among others. However,
independent research focusing on the theme of “unity” in the poems of Attar and Jami, and its
reflection in the poems of Imam Khomeini has not been carried out, and the present study has
addressed this issue.

Research Method
This study has been conducted using a descriptive and analytical method, utilizing library

resources.

Discussion and Findings
Without the desire and will to reach the Divine Truth, the spiritual journey cannot take shape. In
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the allegories of the “Sea fishes” and the “Simurgh,” we are initially confronted with the desire
to reach the Divine, which serves as the prelude to the spiritual journey. In both allegories, the
groups of birds and fish have a specific request that they seek from their guide: one is to reach
the king of birds, which is the Simurgh, And the other is finding a way to the sea, which is the
source of life for fish. The same group of fish, who are travelers on the path of truth, embark
on this astonishing journey wholeheartedly and with their entire being, and reaching the sea
becomes their ultimate goal.

In the introduction to such allegories, this request is presented to the guide or mentor, also
known as the elder or spiritual leader. In these two allegories, too, we encounter the same elder
and guide. Generally, the presence of a spiritual leader and guide is essential for navigating
the arduous path of the spiritual journey, and almost no mystic has failed to emphasize the
importance of having a guide and mentor. Moreover, we observe that Hudhud and the Frog,
as two mentors and guides, cultivate and nurture these desires (reaching the sea and the king of
birds) in the hearts of the birds and fish.

After the persuasion of the birds and fish by Hudhud and the Frog, and their awakening from
sleep and lethargy, their determination to reach the king of birds and the sea full of life takes on
a practical dimension, and the spiritual journey begins. The description of the difficulties of the
path, the conversations of the elder and guide with the travelers regarding various aspects of this
journey, form the main body and theme of the allegory. In the allegory of the Simurgh, Hudhud,
who was the guide of the birds, after enumerating the qualities of the Beloved for the travelers
and seekers, speaks of the difficulties of the path. Attar, by detailing the stages of the spiritual
journey, which are the perilous valleys, shows the challenges and hardships associated with each
stage. Although Jami takes a more general approach here and does not enumerate the stages of
the journey one by one, he also speaks of the hardships of the path, like Attar.

Finally, out of thousands of birds, only “thirty birds” reached Mount Qaf; the rest were
ensnared in the arduous phases of the journey and could not continue. The recounting of their
conversations with Hudhud, the elder and guide, and their various excuses for abandoning the
journey are central themes of the allegory. Similarly, out of the vast group of fish, only a “few”
succeeded in completing the journey and experiencing the sea. As the poet emphasizes, passing
through the perilous valleys of the spiritual journey is not possible for everyone, and thus only
a few fish reach the sea of unity. The reason for this is the precedence of annihilation over
unity; until the seeker transcends their illusory existence, they cannot attain unity with the Truth.
However, in the allegory of the Simurgh, the birds achieve unity after annihilation and become
one with the Simurgh. In other instances, Attar has also emphasized the precedence of unity over
annihilation.

In the allegory of the Simurgh, despite the apparent existence of the birds and the description
of each of them based on their traits, according to Attar’s theory of unity, their existence is
imaginary and unreal. In contrast, the Simurgh, which represents the Divine Essence, despite not
being visibly present, has a true and non-imaginary existence. The Simurgh symbolizes God,
while the birds symbolize humans; thus, the only way to be freed from this illusory existence is
through annihilation.
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After “annihilation” and the destruction of their illusory existence, the awakened bird’s true sight
opens, leading them out of the shell of egocentrism; since they no longer harbor self-conceit,
they become “Simurgh-like.” Similarly, in the story of the fish, when they have reached the
point of their ultimate exhaustion, their spiritual insight awakens, allowing them to perceive
the sea that was previously out of their grasp. In essence, Jami believes that the path to “baqa”
(permanence) or unity and oneness with the Divine must be preceded by “fanaa” (annihilation);
meaning passing beyond all illusory existence, a belief also held by Attar.

Attar Nishaburi and Abd al-Rahman Jami, as two mystic poets and believers in mystical
concepts, not only introduced these themes in their poems but also used the capacity of these
allegories to convey such concepts, especially the theme of “unity.” It is also apparent from the
mystical thoughts of Imam Khomeini that he believed in the concept of the unity of existence,
and he consistently defended this belief in his works.

Conclusion

The comparison of these two mystical allegories reveals that both mystics, in presenting their
mystical concepts, ultimately arrive at a unified view of “unity” after undergoing the difficult
stages of the spiritual journey and annihilating themselves in the Divine essence. In other words,
they describe a kind of unity that results from reaching the ultimate stage of the mystical journey,
i.e., “fanaa fellah” (annihilation in God) and its subsequent state, “fanaa billah” (annihilation
with God). The fruit of these stages of witnessing is monotheism and the feeling of unity with
the Divine.

It is also evident from Imam Khomeini’s poetry that, like Attar and Jami, he negates all
multiplicities and considers them nothing more than a mirage. Imam Khomeini uses the analogy
of the wave and the sea to express the concepts of multiplicity and unity:

We are all waves in the ocean of beauty, O beloved;

The wave is part of the ocean—how strange that it would not be the sea.

Such a perspective regarding “the unity of existence” is clearly reflected in the works and thoughts
of Imam Khomeini. In fact, from Imam Khomeini’s point of view, Islamic mysticism places the
concept of “the unity of existence” at the core of theoretical mysticism and the concept of “the
unity of witness” at the heart of practical mysticism. This belief in unity by Imam Khomeini is
manifested not only in his poetry but also evidently and tangibly in his practical conduct.
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