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Objective: This article, using a descriptive-analytical method, studies the opinions
and scientific approach of the Dutch theologian Tiele. Along with Max Miiller, Tiele
is called the founder of the science of religion. Like Miiller, he was interested in
general research about religion in its various aspects. According to him, religion is
based on the relationship between humans and superhuman beings. He considers
religion as self- knowledge, to the extent that he transcends and elevates himself
from the limited and transitory limit. The science of religion establishes the fact that
the belief that God is superior to humanity is common to all religions. There is a
kind of deep relationship between the outside (principles of beliefs and rituals) and
the inside (inner belief/faith) of religion. He highlighted the inner dimension of
religion (religiosity) at the expense of its outer dimension (belief systems, myths,
rituals, religious institutions, etc.) and considered the reality of religion to be
personal and psychological. The place of religion should be sought in the deepest
part of the human soul. He claims that religion is basically a psychological
phenomenon; And its essence is "piety". Religious need is the most powerful and
deepest human need. He believes that the origin of religion is in the feeling of infinity
inside.
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Introduction

The establishment of the study of religion, especially the history of religions, as an independent science in universities
in the last quarter of the 19th century became an important event, and the issue of what angle, approach and method
was used to study religion attracted the attention of many researchers. Construction and in this connection various
approaches were formed. Some prominent scientists of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century,
considering religion as an objective phenomenon and the subject of experimental research, tried to turn the study of
religion into an autonomous and independent science and field by researching it as a human truth; which has the basic
features of universality, empiricism, comparison and realism.

Tiele (1830-1902) was a contemporary of Max Miiller and has an influential importance in the origin of science of
religion and is known as the founder of that science, who proposed many scientific perspectives for the first time and
caused the evolution of many others. He considered science of religion important because its knowledge is self-
knowledge, to the extent that he raises and exaltes himself from the limited and transitory limit. The characteristic of
Tiele and the whole school after him is an objective attitude towards all forms of religion, but these forms must be
distinguished from religion itself. Tiele distinguished himself from other scholars in the historical field when he
engaged in "philosophical" research on religious phenomena. After delineating the stages and directions of
development, he explicitly declared the philosophical character of the science of religion that "phenomenology" is the
first stage and "ontology" is the second stage. Its ultimate goal is to search for what remains in this constant change
and what elements these forms have in common.

Research methodology

The method of this writing is descriptive-analytical and in some cases content analysis, which wants to present a
general and clear picture of his scientific life and his theological works and opinions and to introduce him more to the
scientific community and answer the questions that he created What is the role of the science of religion and what is
its approach in the field of the science of religion. What is his conceptualization of religion and religious evolution and
the framework of his (intended) "religion"? What concepts and metaphors have been used to create a religion that is
"placed in the deepest depth of our existence"?

Discussion

Tiele aimed to understand and explain religion, which is one of the "greatest motivators in human history.”Using the
metaphor of "powerful stimulus", he has adjusted the relationship between religion on the one hand and the relationship
between cultural and socio-political history on the other hand in terms of internal and external relations. Apparently,
this internal relationship between humans and their gods can have great external results. By researching the nature of
religion, Tiele believes that one should not expect the nature to be found in changing perceptions, rituals or religious
institutions. A person must move from the visible to the invisible, from religion as an anthropological phenomenon to
religiosity, from which outward manifestations originate. This root (source) cannot be anything other than faith." Tiele
is more inclined to consider the foundation of all religion in "belief in an transcendental infinity that is superior to us
and the infinity within us". Tiele distinguishes between the inner aspect and the outer aspect of religion. He calls this
nature or essence in one word, piety. The essence of religion is the effort to place it in the "deep inside of the human
soul". The understanding or perception of the infinite is the longing of the soul for God and the source of all religion
in the heart of man. Tiele thinks that, according to historical evidence, this has been the only element common to all
religions, and he repeatedly tries to show that man really understands this infinity.

Conclusion

From what has been said, it is clear that Tiele was the first person who presented a historical survey about a number
of religions. He later combined this historical approach with systematic studies and traced the evolution of what he
called the "religious idea" through various historical forms from "nature" religions to "moral" religions. He was
interested in general research about religion in its various aspects and emphasized the importance and practical benefits
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of this new science. He emphasized for an objective attitude to all forms of religion. But he distinguished the forms
from the religion itself. He considers religion based on the relationship between humans and superhuman beings. The
science of religion establishes the fact that the belief that God is superior to humanity is common to all religions.
Closeness between God and man is vital. The science of religion seeks to discover the psychological basis of religion,
which reveals itself in every new form. With the claim that the nature of religion lies in piety and its origin is in the
inner infinite feeling, Tiele searches for religion in the essence and inside of the human person. He highlighted the
inner dimension of religion (religiosity) at the expense of its outer dimension (belief systems, myths, rituals, religious
institutions, etc.) and considers the reality of religion to be personal and psychological. According to Tiele, the analysis
of religions and specific religious phenomena - strictly speaking - is only an introduction to the science of religion in
its true sense. Tiele’s designs always end in Christianity; As he believes, the last stage of religious growth ends with
it.
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