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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose: The establishment of the Iranian Association of Certified
Accountants and the subsequent increase in the number of private audit firms have expanded
competition among audit firms. This has led small audit firms to commercialize their activities
and promote their marketing activities to stay in the market, compared to larger firms (Shoja et al.,
2017). Another study also shows that competition among audit firms has led to auditors' tendency
toward customer orientation and, consequently, an increase in opinion shopping (Mashhadi et al.,
2019). Research conducted in the field of commercialization of the auditing profession in Iran
shows that this phenomenon is affected by factors such as auditors' motivational values (Amini et
al., 2024), auditors’ well-being (Safarzadeh et al., 2023), auditors' self-interest (Zare
Ebrahimabadi, 2023), and auditors' psychological well-being (Arad et al., 2022). What has not
been considered in previous research is the role of neoliberal thinking in the privatization of the
auditing profession and the expansion of competition in the country's auditing market.
Neoliberalism emphasizes concepts such as market law, privatization, deregulation, and reducing
the government's role in social services, and replacing public interests with individual interests.
Researchers acknowledge that competition, privatization, and free market, as well as the emphasis
on personal interests, which are the basic foundations of neoliberal thought, has led to crises in the
financial domain and also to auditor negligence (Sikka, 2015). Researchers believe that the
privatization of auditing and the resulting increase in competition in the country's auditing market
are the two main factors in the commercialization of the auditing profession, which are due to the
neoliberal mindset in the auditing profession and have led to a decrease in ethical judgment
among auditors. The privatization of the auditing profession and the growth of neoliberal thinking
among auditors have led auditors to prioritize their interests over the public interest
(Bagherzadegan et al., 2022). Therefore, the lack of sufficient research on the level of neoliberal
thinking among auditors and its impact on the commercialization of the auditing profession, as
well as the particular importance that neoliberal thinking has on the commercialization and
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increased competition among auditors, has motivated the authors of this paper to investigate the
effects of neoliberal thinking on auditors tendency towards the commercialization of the auditing
profession. Accordingly, the main question of this research is to what extent neoliberal thinking
affects auditors' tendency towards the commercialization of the auditing profession. The main
objective of the present research is to introduce the concept of neoliberalism and investigate the
effect of this thinking on the commercialization of the auditing profession.

Methodology: The theoretical basis of the research is based on library studies and data
collection using a survey method and a questionnaire. The commercialization of the
accounting profession has been measured based on the Broberg questionnaire (2018). This
questionnaire includes 17 questions on a seven-point Likert scale. The Hartwisch and Becker
(2019) questionnaire was used to measure the variable of neoliberalism. This questionnaire
has 15 questions on a seven-point Likert scale. The dependent variable in this research is the
tendency of auditors to commercialize the accounting profession. The independent variable is
the level of neoliberal thinking among auditors. Control variables include gender, education,
being a certified accountant, and auditor work experience.

Findings: The research findings show that neoliberal thinking has a positive and significant
effect on the tendency of auditors to commercialize the accounting profession. In other words,
as neoliberal thinking increases among auditors, their tendency to commercialize the
accounting profession also increases.

Discussion: The findings of this study can be interpreted as follows: with the privatization of
auditing and the growth of competition in this profession, which is a result of the
implementation of neoliberal thinking, the tendency of auditors to commercialize the
accounting profession has increased. This can lead auditors to prioritize personal interests
over public interests. The tendency of auditors to pursue greater benefits may result in a
disregard for honesty, competence, professional care, independence, and impartiality in
fulfilling their social responsibilities. This will ultimately undermine the credibility of the
auditor. As mentioned, this research confirms that the tendency towards commercialization in
auditors is influenced by their neoliberal thinking. According to economic literatures, in a
competitive economy, the human desire for profiteering and self-interest is normal and
necessary for survival in the competitive market. Therefore, it can be said that the driver for
auditors to commercialize the accounting profession is personal gain. If auditors are driven by
material values and personal interests, the public's trust in them and the accounting profession
will gradually diminish, which is the highest warning sign for the accounting profession.
Therefore, it is recommended that auditing firms create a balance between the self-interest
resulting from neoliberal thinking and the commercialization of the accounting profession to
avoid damaging the reputation and credibility of the profession.

Furthermore, the attention of auditors to personal interests tends to diminish the role of the
auditor in reducing the conflict of interest between different groups. Therefore, it is
recommended that the Iranian Institute of Certified Public Accountants (IACPA) develop
guidelines and regulations for the commercialization of auditing. As the regulatory body of
the accounting profession, the IACPA can oversee the commercialization activities of
auditing firms, including mergers of audit firms, and establish regulations aimed at preserving
the public interest and preventing auditors from pursuing personal interests. For future
research, it is also suggested to explore other drivers of the commercialization of auditing
firms through qualitative research based on in-depth interviews with audit partners, to address
the knowledge gap in this research.
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