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Abstract

The play "Zahhak" is based on an interpretation and exegesis of the story of
Zahhak from the Shahnameh. The present article examines the metatextual and
hypertextual relationships between Saadi's play and Zahhak in the Shahnameh
according to Gérard Genette's theory of transtextuality. The methodology
employed is descriptive-analytical and relies on library resources. In terms of
metatextuality, there are instances that reject or deny certain mythological
beliefs of the Shahnameh within the play, such as Zahhak's interactions with
priests, nobles, Arnavaz, and Shahrnaz. It is noteworthy that, unlike the
Shahnameh, Zahhak's demeanor towards these characters is portrayed as
contemptuous in the metatext. Regarding hypertextuality, both types of
hypertextual relationships—imitation and transformation—are evident. Some
elements from the Shahnameh story, such as Zahhak's sorcery and cannibalism,
as well as Shahrnaz and Arnavaz's fear and disgust towards Zahhak, and
Zahhak's frustration and confusion, are utilized in the play without alteration,
which is referred to as imitation. At times, a connection of transformation with
Ferdowsi's narrative is established; this occurs through the reduction of the
story's volume, indicating quantitative transformation, and by altering the
perspective and intervening in the progression of certain story elements, such as
how the devil came to Zahak as a cook, indicating content transformation.
Finally, although Saadi's play may initially appear to be a mere imitative work
of the hypertext (the myth of Zahhak and the story from the Shahnameh), a
closer examination reveals clear examples of transformation and the author's
successful efforts to create fundamental changes in the hypertext.
Consequently, through the connection of metatextuality and hypertextuality, a
contemporary interpretation of the Zahhak myth is achieved.
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