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Investigating the level of economic development in the cities of
free trade zones using the TOPSIS multi-criteria decision-making
model (case study: Aras Free Zone)

Abstract

Free trade zones play a very important role in the economic development of countries in the world. Any new
economic activity will have a great impact on the development of the host country. Successful economic activity
leads to the creation of added value and profitability, an incentive and incentive to attract more investors in the
region, which means an increase in job opportunities that are filled by local people. By creating new job
opportunities, the level of welfare in the region will be improved. Based on this, the present study analyzes the
position and ranking of each of the cities located in the above-mentioned region with the aim of investigating the
level of economic development of the cities of Aras Free Trade Zone. The current research is applied and
descriptive-analytical in terms of method. Data collection is done by two methods, library and field, and the
statistical population under study is the residents and employees of the offices of the cities located in the region.
The reason for choosing this community is the unconditional impact of the Aras Free Zone on the quality and
quality of life of ordinary residents and employees of the region and the prosperity of regional and extra-regional
trade in goods and products. The sample size is based on Cochran's formula, 50 people from the residents and
employees of the regional offices, who were randomly selected and Cronbach's alpha method was used to measure
the reliability of the research. To examine the variables, the TOPSIS technique and the cluster analysis method
have been used. The obtained results show that in terms of economic development indicators, Jolfa city has the
first rank, Hadishehr the second rank, the central part and Siehroud have the third and fourth ranks, respectively.
Based on the analyzes carried out, in order to realize the development directions in the studied area, it is necessary
to pay more attention to the surrounding areas in terms of economic planning.

Key words: Economic development, free zone, cities of Aras free zone, TOPSIS technique.



