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Abstracts of Articles in English

Seeking Hell: Exploring the Mystics' Views and
Attitudes towards Hell

"Mohsen Hoseyni Moaakhar

The Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, IKIU
“Parvin Naqdi

Ph D. Candidatee of Persian Language and Literature, IKIU

In mysticism and Sufism, "shathiyat" refer to words and expressions used by
mystics in states of ecstasy, pleasure, and spiritual intoxication. These
utterances may occasionally seem blasphemous or contradicting divine
.teachings. An example of such shathiyat is the expressed desire for hell
Mystics hold a paradoxical view of Hell, aiming to break negative stereotypes
and uncover deeper truths. Sufi sheikhs have articulated these shathiyat in
various contexts, each with distinct motives and explanations for entering
.Hell This study, employing an analytical-comparative approach, investigates
the mystical perspectives on Hell by analyzing diverse mystical prose texts
up to the seventh century AH. It identifies multiple reasons and motivations
,driving mystics to contemplate Hell, including seeking intercession for others
,demonstrating self-sacrifice and compassion, displaying spiritual prowess
surrendering to divine will, disregarding fear of Hell, and yearning for unity
.with the Divine Among the mystical texts, 7azkirat-ul-Awliya prominently
underscores this unconventional view of Hell. Notably, renowned sheikhs like
Abu al-Hassan al-Kharaqani, Bayazid Bastami, and Abu Bakr al-Shibli
frequently explore the concept of seeking Hell more than other mystics in
their teachings and speeches.

Keywords: Hell, Shathiyat, Mystical Prose Texts, Tazkirat-ul-Awliya, Abu al-
Hassan al-Kharagani, Bayazid Bastami, Abu Bakr al-Shibli.
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