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The principle of privacy and its subsets, including hierarchy,
introversion, and architectural integration with nature, are clearly
evident in traditional house architecture, especially in the warm and dry
climate of central Iran. This research has been conducted using
descriptive and analytical methods with practical aims and employing
qualitative inference methods and field analysis of indigenous housing
in the city of Yazd. Four case studies of traditional houses in this city
(Aloumi House, Golshan House, Marvaj House, and Rasoulian House)
have been selected as case studies and qualitatively examined. Data
collection was also carried out through library studies and field
observations. Despite the principle of privacy being present in all
regions of lran's climate, this architectural element has greater
significance in warm and dry climates. Privacy is manifested through
introverted architecture, the use of porches, octagonal spaces, corridors,
and the presence of a central courtyard to open up the privacy of semi-
private spaces towards the courtyard. The findings indicate that while
some features related to the principle of privacy in contemporary houses
with small dimensions and urban density and in the form of apartment
housing are not applicable, some elements of indigenous architecture
towards preserving privacy have the potential for capacity assessment in
adapting to contemporary housing. Not placing parallel exit doors,
designing entrance spaces, and paying attention to circulation in a way
that private spaces such as bedrooms and bathrooms are separated from
more public spaces like reception areas, bathrooms, and kitchens,
attention to the position of private space in the Iranian house, and the
lack of compatibility of open kitchen formations with this principle are
some aspects that can be considered in contemporary houses and steps
towards adapting the principle of privacy in modern architecture for
building housing in contemporary and even future cities.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The essence of home serves as the initial
encounter where individuals shape their spatial
experiences.  Within  traditional  Iranian
dwellings, spatial design aligns with occupants'
needs, intricately influencing spatial
arrangements (Shahbazi, Bemanian & Lotfi,
2018, p. 33). The home, a deeply personal
space, necessitates the utmost respect for
privacy and boundaries (Jabbaran, Talischy,
Dimari, & Dari, 1397). Exploring culturally
rich homes and maintaining privacy principles
provides architects invaluable insights into
modern housing (Zangeneh, Mozaffarzadeh,
Tagipour, & Nasr, 1400, p. 85).

Contemporary advancements enable analytical
evaluations of design approaches in ancient
homes. Techniques like spatial grammar reveal
historical spatial configurations based on
identity principles and human needs (Zargami
& Mansouri, 1401: 181). Iranian
neighborhoods undergo drastic changes due to
increased density and incongruous
constructions, disregarding environmental and
cultural harmony. Environmental psychology
essentially be considered a space that,
physically for the user, possesses sanctity,
preservation, and security and its spatial
qualities are such that they ensure the
individual's peace and comfort. Hence, it can be
said that a sanctified space is a space that, in all
its various dimensions, provides the necessary
material and spiritual conditions for the user to
attain sanctity (Amini & Norouzianpour, 1393:
3).

The concept of sanctity in architectural and
urban spaces involves shaping the space in a
way that encompasses both physical and
symbolic sanctity. Having sanctity in the
physical domain of space focuses more on the
principles that will shape the safety of the
space, while in the symbolic realm, it involves
attributes that bring sanctity and value to
architectural space in a manner that provides
tranquility to the individual. Discussing the
importance of religion and its relationship with
the home presents numerous examples. The
sanctity of the home is often observed in

underscores spatiality's role in human behavior
and social dynamics within built environments.
Sustainable architecture, embracing
comprehensive ecology, considers natural,
cultural, and technological elements, drawing
from local cultures for cultural sustainability
(Ainifar, 1387, pp. 133-147). Amidst modern
extravagance, historic areas decay, neglecting
valuable traditional structures (Mohammed,
Islam Zakiul, 2004). Contemporary housing
overlooks cultural principles like privacy due to
economic and social pressures, resulting in
culturally disconnected homes (Babazadeh
Eskooyi, Toofan, & Jamali, 1399).

Methodology (Materials and methods or
Data and methods)

Every space and physical structure in which
humans dwell, willingly or unwillingly,
requires the formation of sanctified, preserved,
secure, and tranquil areas. Therefore,
considering the etymology of the root word of
"sanctity" (Haram) and its connotations, a
sanctified space can

various cultures. Entry into a home is usually
accompanied by certain rituals. Gaining
permission for entry by "others" or non-family
members requires specific steps. The shape of
the house and its orientation are determined
based on religious beliefs. Sanctity in
architecture occurs by separating internal
spaces from external ones. This separation and
ownership of space, or in a sense, the
tranquility derived from it, happens through
sanctity. The arrangement of spaces and
allowing entry into each space follows a
hierarchical order that offers a sense of peace to
the inhabitants of the house (Mahdavinejad et
al., 1392: 4).

Iranian architecture has always incorporated
sanctity, both pre-Islam and in its organization
post-lIslam. The bond between traditional
architecture and people's beliefs has been
highly effective; one of these beliefs is the
value placed on personal life and its sanctity, as
well as the dignity of Iranians, which has made
Iranian architecture introverted (Memarian &
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Pirnia, 1378: 35). In ancient Iranian
architecture, home design has been based on
specific principles and patterns. The pattern of
four sides, the introverted pattern
(Miansaradar), the courtyard pattern, and the
extroverted pattern are among the common
patterns in the design of Iranian-Islamic house
plans (ibid: 147-154).

Sanctity, even after Islam, holds a special place
in architecture. Historically, architecture stands
as the first art form that managed to align itself
with Islamic concepts and was warmly received
by Muslims. Historical Iranian architecture has
always contained valuable teachings in the
direction of ensuring sanctity, evident both in
the overall design and architectural details
(Ashrafi et al., 1395: 2). In recent years, with
increased urban density, apartment
construction, and the manner of constructing
similar and typical buildings, sanctity has been
diminished in architectural spaces, especially in
large cities.

This research aims to reach stages that include
explaining, analyzing, and formulating the
components of sanctity in traditional house
architecture for hot and dry climatic regions. It
is necessary to investigate and advance those
sets of behavioral, movement, and structural
patterns that directly impact shaping the form
of traditional houses. These patterns will aid the
designer in presenting suitable houses
considering human life conditions in the
contemporary era in Yazd City and various
regions with hot and dry climates. Due to the
research's inclination toward testing hypotheses
to transform them into practical theories, more
focus will be placed on tangible and
controllable variables in the research process,
rather than cultural and social discussions that,
due to the spatial constraints of the research
subject (traditional house and contemporary
housing), are more or less dependent variables
and lack the possibility of generalizing to a
specific statistical population.

Results and Discussion

The research offers an in-depth analysis of
select examples of traditional houses in Yazd,
illuminating  spatial ~ configurations  that
effectively  foster  privacy stratification,

delineate access hierarchies, and delineate
gender-based segregation. Through meticulous
examination, the houses under scrutiny—
Alami, Golshan, Mervoj, and Rasoulian—will
be showcased, elucidating the specific design
typologies instrumental in preserving privacy
and sanctity within these architectural marvels.
These analyses underscore the paramount
importance  of  spatial arrangement in
safeguarding privacy within interior spaces.
Additionally, the research will scrutinize the
lack of intermediary spaces—a characteristic
feature of ancient houses—in contemporary
housing evaluations, emphasizing their role in
enhancing functionality.

Conclusion

The intrinsic incorporation of privacy within
Iranian  architectural designs post-Islam,
accentuates fundamental principles like unity,
order, hierarchy, symmetry, and proportion
evident in traditional constructions. It
elucidates these principles as interdependent
elements forming an enduring verity, mutually
shaping and complementing each other. The
absence of a structured hierarchical entrance
system in lranian domiciles is posited as
potentially detrimental, leading not only to the
erosion of sanctity but also misinterpretations
concerning primary spatial  delineations.
Contrasting the scarcity of intermediary spaces
in contemporary housing evaluations, the
discussion highlights the historical significance
of these spaces in traditional homes, delineating
them as areas of repose while also serving to
prevent spatial overlooking.

Furthermore, the evolution of modern housing,
driven by factors such as population growth,
urban density, and escalating costs, has shifted
its focus from the primacy of resident comfort
towards a utilitarian orientation. This transition
has compromised the former allure associated
with  older residences characterized by
expansive dimensions, capacious chambers,
and picturesque courtyards. The limitations of
modern housing, typically constrained within a
range of 60 to 75 square meters, present
challenges in emulating these hallmark
elements. Nevertheless, the discourse implies
potential avenues for reinterpreting select
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features  of  traditional  dwellings in
contemporary housing, hinting at the prospect
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