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Abstract

Background: One of the important factors in children's cognitive development and attitude towards learning is
images. Pictures in books play an important role in children's cognitive interaction with the phenomena of the
surrounding world.

Aim: The purpose of this research is to qualitatively study the positive and negative cognitive content of the
images of Salam Oli's non-textual reading books.

Method: This research is a qualitative study and was conducted by thematic analysis. The community of this
research was the images of the non-curricular books of Salam Oli authored in 2015. In this study, 20 story books
of the first-grade reading series were selected and analyzed using the full enumeration method. 260 images from
these books were coded and analyzed alone without considering the written text. In this analysis, each image was
counted and categorized as a content unit.

Findings: Four main themes (fear and anxiety, insecurity and violence, sadness and illness) and three main themes
(courage, spirituality, happiness) were identified as negative and positive themes respectively in this study.

Conclusion: According to the findings of this study, the main concepts of the book have been expressed through
pictures. The volume of images is more than the text. The predominance of negative themes (deprivation, poverty,
war, death) in the images causes psychological distress and insecurity for the child audience.
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