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Extended Abstract

Post-Reconceptualization: Exploring the Modern Era in
the Area of Curriculum Studies

Mina Mohammad Salehi*™, Kourosh Fathi Vajargah?, Saeid Safaei
Movahhed?, Mostafa Ghaderi*

Introduction: The purpose of this study is to investigate why the post-
reconceptualization era of curriculum studies is a new wave in curriculum studies
and to identify the discourses governing it. From the point of view of experts, the
time of post-reconceptualization has arrived, or in other words, another wave for
understanding in the river of reconceptualization. The transition from the
paradigm of change and reconceptualization as a continuous and progressive
process and not just as an event has provided the opportunity to think about what
we have done so far, where we stand now and what we should do for the future.
A new topic and question that is currently being discussed in the field of
curriculum studies, and this study is trying to answer and explain, it is related to
what is the era of post-reconceptualization and the design of topics, new concepts
in the field of curriculum studies. In fact, it is high time to rethink our ideas and
practices in light of changing economic, political, and cultural conditions that
include movements, curriculum internationalization, technical innovations, and
environmental sustainability among other issues and events.

Research questions: 1- What is the meaning and concept of post-
reconceptualization?

2- What are the ruling discourses of post-reconceptualization?

Methods: The employed approach of this study is qualitative, which has been
conducted using an interpretive hermeneutic method. The purpose of interpretive
hermeneutics is to explain the nature of understanding. The basis used in this
study is Gadamer's approach. Therefore, in this article the texts related to the
meaning and goals of post-reconceptualization have been studied from the late
1980s to 2023, including 10 books and 12 articles.

Results: From the results of the review of the works, 16 propositions were
extracted and according to the propositions identified by the interpreter, 6
discourses were identified; they include: 1- Critical awareness discourse 2- Love
and care discourse 3- Social justice discourse 4- The internationalization of
curriculum studies discourse 5- Neoclassical discourse 6- Multiplicity and
plurality discourse.
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Discussion: Post-reconceptualization raises questions about the status of the field
of curriculum studies after the reconceptualization trend of the 1970s.
Specifically, this term gained importance after the 2006 conference entitled
"Shaping the next (moment) era" and post-reconceptualization, which focused on
examining contemporary research in this field, gained importance. What has
become clear both at this conference and in the journal articles that have used the
term Post-reconceptualization is that although the Post-reconceptualization
movement has passed—and what remains are debates about its significance, the
Post-reconceptualization itself is a place of discussion and debate because it is
still being formed.

By studying the existing texts and literature in the field of Post-
reconceptualization, six discourses were identified as the new wave of curriculum
studies. The discourse of critical awareness with reference to currere and mental
reconstruction is an effort to bifocalize self and work, which leads to the bond of
friendship and synchronicity among differences in curriculum work and beyond.
One of the reasons why the curriculum is considered a collective moral activity
is that it is a collective project, and other curricularists can create better conditions
to advance other parts of the text. Therefore, according to the missing link of the
curriculum, which is love, in the discourse of love and care, people should make
a change in their lifestyle and change their judgments to strengthen love so that
they can take care from within. What is of interest in the discourse of social justice
is that it asks the curriculum curricularists to deal with structural inequalities and
systematic injustices such as gender discrimination, heterosexuality, racism, and
to be committed to equality and social justice and to address a kind of
discrimination. In this regard, we should mention the discourse of
internationalization of curriculum studies, which is a big project for the present
and future of curriculum studies. This means that all the potential available
around the world should be used to improve the field, and all specialists and
experts should cross their geographical boundaries and consider the cultural
complexities and different social contexts to be able to develop the curriculum as
an international text to understand and create a different voice in curriculum
literature. Neoclassical discourse returns to curriculum development with the
professional goal of sharpening and making the field more practical. In this way,
in addition to understanding the curriculum, attention should also be paid to the
field of practice, and a combination of theory and practice should be considered.
In fact, curriculum development based on complex understanding should be used.
Considering the multiplicity of voices, ideas, and complex debates that exist in
the field of curriculum, which is a sign of the dynamism and vitality of the field,
new theorizing styles and theoretical frameworks with a different reading in the
post-reconceptualization era can lead to the birth of new ideas in the field. One
of these new ideas is the Re/Multicontextualization of Curriculum Studies. This
concept means to introduce, apply, and engage the curriculum studies in new
fields, areas, and ecosystems with suitable theoretical and practical capacity in
addition to the main or primary context (i.e., the educational system). In the end,
it is necessary to mention that we have entered a new phase in theorizing
curriculum studies, and through the curriculum, we have to choose what to
believe about the present and what perspective and horizon we should consider
about the future of the field.



VFe¥ Ot;_...glb' 9 ke YV G»L..» ‘JSI O)Lo.:J ‘r°"°°)l'€?.~ 090 (gmyd MUﬁ GLBU:"“’B}' YT1A

Keywords: Curriculum Study- Reconceptualization- Post-
Reconceptualization



