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Extended Abstract

Challenges of Learning the Skill of Philosophical Questioning
among Students and Providing Solutions for it

Mazhar Babaee*, Hedyeh Azagh**

Introduction: The art of questioning is considered as the most effective tool in the
field of education. If questions are used appropriately and at the right time, they can
be useful everywhere for all situations and all types of learning (Sajadieh & Tusian
Khalilabad, 2017). Today, what can be observed in the educational systems is that
despite accepting the assumption that thinking opens the way for education, there is
not much desire to encourage students to question and think (Shabani, 2008, cited
in Keyvani Hafshejani, 2012). A research entitled "ldentifying Family Barriers to
Student Questioning in Primary School" by Hayati et al. (2018), has been done in
which he states that the factor of "not encouraging children to ask questions and not
accompanying them in scientific matters” is one of the most important family
obstacles affecting primary school students' questioning. In another study conducted
by Chin and Osborne (2008) under the title "Students' questions: a potential
resource for teaching and learning science”, The results showed that the students'
guestions can help them monitor their learning, explore and frame their ideas, guide
their thinking in certain directions.

Based on such contexts, the main goal of the current research is to analyze the
challenges facing philosophical questioning skills among student teachers.
Therefore, this research sought to answer these questions: 1. What are the views of
student teachers about the challenges of learning the skill of philosophical
guestioning in student teachers? 2. What solutions are there to overcome this
challenge from the point of view of student teachers?

Method: Since the current research is practical in terms of purpose and qualitative
in terms of approach. Therefore, according to the purpose and questions, the method
of thematic analysis according to the method of Braun and Clarke (2006) and the
semi-structured qualitative interview tool and available sampling were used. The
field of research included female and male student teachers in the third and fourth
semesters of Farhangian University in the campuses of Kurdistan province in the
academic year of 1401-1400. The sample size includes 54 student teachers (33
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women and 21 men) with an age range of 19-24 years, who were selected in the
undergraduate course of educational sciences.

Results: The findings of the obstacles of students' philosophical questioning plan
include 10 themes, 20 categories and 48 concepts. A summary of this part of the
findings is presented in Table 1.

Table 1. Obstacles of philosophical questioning from the perspective of student

teachers
theme code category Concept
1-1  Stereotyped thinking Resistance to change
Not knowing the strengths and Fear of being ridiculed
Reasons . .
1-2 weaknesses in the field of
related to the . : S
. philosophical questioning
student field -
Reluctance to explore deep Not paying for
1-3 - L . : .
philosophical issues philosophical exploration
Reasons Behavioral patterns of parents in non- The position of the
related to 2-1 P sotp teachers' family
; questioning .
family environment
Reasons — - The authoritative
related to the 31 Prejudice and prejudice authority of the professors
field of 3.0 Inability to handle challenging Ignoring
professors questions students' questions
Reasons . . . Students are not
Limitation of interaction and freedom .
related to the in questioning students allowed to ask questions
field of 4-1 g g about any topic
educational
environment
Reasons The habit of
related to the Inaporooriate educational looking for the right
field of 5-1 pprop o . answer
. approaches that limit creativity
teaching
methods

In the second part, solutions for approaching philosophical questioning were
collected in 10 themes, 19 categories and 90 concepts. A summary of the solutions
proposed by the student teachers is presented in Table 2.

Table2. Solutions for approaching philosophical questioning from the perspective of

student teachers
theme code category Concept
1-1 Creating a dynamic and Promoting a fluid view of

Solutions related evolving perspective in students  knowledge

to the student Promoting critical thinking and  Giving student teachers the

field 1-2  dialogue culture in the opportunity to think and
classroom write

Solutions related ~ 2-1  Promoting open and Encouraging guestioning in




to the family philosophical dialogue between  the family
area children and parents

Solutions related
to the field of 3-1

Using professors from

Providing an interactive space various teaching methods

for mutual learning

professors
Designing scientific
4-1 Attention to the variety of trips along with course
Solutions related educational materials to enrich content
to educational learning experiences
content Designing educational content Need assessment of

¥-v  that is attractive and relevant to  students regarding this area
today's world

Solutions related
to the field of 5-
virtual space

Teaching media

Strengthening media literacy skills to students

literacy in the information age

[y

Discussion and Conclusion: The results show the challenges of philosophical
guestioning skills in student teachers one of the main obstacles to turning to
philosophical questioning among student teachers is themselves. This, of course, is
the result of several reasons. Among them, the complacency of the new generation
in the shadow of unsatisfying growth, virtual space, fragmentation and of course
superficial and unsubstantiated analyses. Also, the cultural and educational
difference of families in how to deal with children's questions has a significant
effect on their philosophical questioning during adolescence and youth. The
findings from the solutions to overcome this problem from the students' point of
view show that one of the basic solutions in finding skills in philosophical
guestioning is to strengthen basic skills. Other solutions mentioned include
strengthening skills such as: creating equal opportunities for thinking, giving time
to think about questions, creating a culture for questioning, etc. Therefore, the
solutions are different according to the time and conditions in which the person is
and although students lack the spirit and motivation of philosophical questioning;
But this is something that can be addressed and requires a multilateral effort. In this
regard, Ganji et al.'s research results (Ganji et al, 2012) are in line with some of our
research results. Because both of them consider creativity to be one of the main
forms of questioning, diversity and as a result deepening of the individual. Also, the
result of the current research is almost consistent with Haynes' research (Haynes,
2007). Because it showed that students' participation in open questions leads to an
increase in learners' self-esteem.
Keywords: challenges, learning, Philosophical questioning skills, solutions






