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Extended Abstract

Adolescent Gifted Boys' Perspective on Learning Motivation:
A Qualitative Research

Fazel Azmal*, Omid Shokri**

Introduction: In this study, the researchers attempted to identify the key factors that
influence the learning motivation of gifted adolescents, based on constructivism’s
philosophical assumptions and epistemological thinking. Due to the increasing trend
of gifted students joining the group of gifted underachievers, and with the increased
use of non-adaptive strategies of motivational regulation in facing challenging
experiences, such as choosing extreme and far-fetched standards, self-evaluative and
self-serving bias, and also the tendency to use a wide range of self-harm behaviors in
gifted students, trying to understand the determinants of learning motivation from the
perspective of gifted learners is of great importance. Based on what was said, the
identification of educational motivations or components that form the structure of
learning motivation from the perspective of gifted learners can be prioritized for
several reasons. First, despite the multiplicity of theories focused on the motivation
of academic progress in learners, the constructivist verification of learning motivation
in the context of giftedness provides an opportunity to find out whether it is still
possible to create motivational structures that were previously not supported by
theories. Second, if according to the available evidence, one of the most determining
bases explaining the phenomenon of gifted underachievement has a motivational
nature, understanding the learning motivation in gifted students is of fundamental
importance to address the sources of motivational nutrition of the said phenomenon.
Method: In this study, the thematic analysis method was used to analyze qualitative
data obtained from interviews with 30 gifted adolescent boys. The mean and standard
deviation of their ages were 16.5 and 0.5 years, respectively, and they were selected
using a non-probability targeted sampling method. In this study, a semi-structured
interview was used to collect data. In qualitative research, the sampling process
continues until subsequent interviews do not add more information to the previous
information accumulation and the researchers witnesses the repetition of the same
data patterns. In this study, the sampling process continued for up to 30 gifted
learners, and after that, the researchers witnessed the theoretical saturation of the data.
In general, in this study, it was ensured that in preparing the interview protocol, most
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of the questions were based on the concept of motivation to progress or motivation
to learn in gifted people. Therefore, a total of 12 questions were designed and asked
to find out about the sources that provide the learners' progress-oriented efforts and
what was effective in specifying the movements aimed at their motivational profile.
Results: From the rich and deep description and interpretation of the existing
theoretical and experimental background as well as interviews with gifted learners,
139 primary codes were extracted, which were summarized in eight basic themes.
The results of the thematic analysis procedure distinguished two macro-conceptual
and explanatory groups of motivational indicators: those derived from a quantitative
focus in educational philosophy and those derived from a qualitative focus in
educational philosophy (i.e., development concerns). Part of the effort of the gifted
students in pursuing their academic concerns is reflected in the framework of
conceptual markers such as extrinsic and non-self-directed motivation, non-self-
directed motivation, causal attributions of non-conformity focused on low
expectations, poverty in sufficient self-belief, and insecure significant other
experience. The textual analysis of the interviews with the gifted learners showed
that the most basic components forming the semantic body of the simple conceptual
layer of the influencers of the qualitative motivational philosophy included internal
motivation, mastery-oriented goal-selection, adaptive attributions, and the secure
significant others. According to the findings in this section, basic indicators of
motivational structures centered on motivational quantification include combinations
of characteristics such as non-process orientation, result-oriented thinking, fear of
failure, non-self-directedness, and, in many cases, unidirectional thinking. The most
important platforms for a qualitative (developmental) approach to motivation were
identified as process-oriented thinking, multidimensional thinking, learning
orientation, commitment (willingness), inherent overvaluing of effort, motivational
persistence, and emotional regulation.
Discussion and Conclusion: In conclusion, the emphasis on the conflict between
these two abstract approaches centered on indicators of learning motivation in gifted
adolescents implicitly supports the determining role of their social context, which
reinforces their basic psychological needs. In other words, the emphasis on the
conflict between two opposing philosophies, which is critical to understanding and
identifying the indicators of gifted adolescents' learning motivation, realistically
implies a distinction between the roles of social environments that encourage
guantitative and qualitative concerns. The results of this study, by emphasizing
themes such as intrinsic/extrinsic motivation, mastery and performance orientations,
adaptive and non-adaptive causal attributions, and secure and insecure significant
others, provide additional evidence in defense of the functional characteristics of
contemporary motivational theories such as self-determination theory, attribution
theory and development goal theory in the field of psychology studies and gifted
education.

Keywords: gifted adolescents, gifted psychology, learning motivation, thematic
analysis






