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The Abraham Accords represent one of the most significant agreements between Arab
countries and Israel in the last half-century. This agreement facilitated the normalization of
relations between Israel and the two Arab states of the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain
in the Persian Gulf. Evidence indicates that the participants in this agreement had multiple
economic and commercial interests in establishing communication with each other. The
United Arab Emirates and Israel are considered the primary pioneers of this agreement
among the influential players in the political economy of the Middle East. Their extensive
communication through this agreement could lay the groundwork for numerous economic
and commercial developments in the region. This article aims to investigate the Abraham
Accords and its potential economic consequences in the Persian Gulf. Specifically, the
current research seeks to answer the question of how the Abraham Accords have
influenced the political economy of the Persian Gulf. The authors employ a descriptive-
analytical method and analyze economic trends in the region to formulate the hypothesis
that the Abraham Accords, by creating conditions conducive to political and economic
developments in the Persian Gulf, serve as a foundation for several regional and extra-
regional economic initiatives. These initiatives include the establishment of an economic
cooperation network, trade between the Arabian Peninsula and the Eastern Mediterranean
sub-region, the enhancement of commercial security along the southern axis of the Persian
Gulf, and the creation of a chain of economic corridors extending from the eastern Persian
Gulf to Eastern Europe.
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1. Introduction

The dynamics of Israeli-Arab relations have long been a focal point for scholars of Middle
Eastern studies. Israel's recognition by the United Nations in 1948 marked a significant
milestone, intensifying scrutiny of these interrelationships. Central to this dynamic is the
Palestinian issue and the subsequent emergence of Arab uprisings post-World War 1, which
complicated the interactions of Arab countries with nascent regimes in the Middle East,
including the Zionist establishment. A notable paradigm shift in Arab-Israeli relations is
epitomized by the Abraham Accords, a joint declaration by Israel, the United Arab
Emirates, and Bahrain. This landmark agreement, formalized on August 13, 2020, signifies
a pivotal moment in Middle Eastern studies. The Abraham Accords facilitated the
commencement of formal dialogues and laid the foundation for formalizing and expanding
security, economic, political, and commercial ties among the signatory states. Notably,
Israel and the United Arab Emirates are prominent economic players in the region. Given
Israel's prowess in technology, agriculture, and industry, and the UAE's strategic
positioning in the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea, this burgeoning relationship promises to
induce significant shifts in the regional political economy, necessitating a thorough analysis
of the agreement’s impact on the Gulf's economic landscape.

2. Theoretical framework

This study adopts the theory of complex interdependence, informed by the foundational
work of Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye, seminal figures in the field. They introduced
“interdependence” in the 1970s as a critique of political realism, proposing a paradigm that
examines state interactions and cooperation in a redefined global order. Their theory
underscores the complexity of international relations, spotlighting the intricate
interdependencies that drive international transformations.

3. Methodology

This research embraces a qualitative approach, specifically employing trend analysis to
identify prevailing patterns within a strategic framework. Trend analysis, a prevalent
method in strategic studies, probes into a particular trend to elucidate its characteristics,
contributing factors, progression rate, and consequential impacts.

4. Results & discussion

The research findings indicate that the Abraham Accords have been instrumental in
instigating political and economic shifts in the Persian Gulf, precipitating various regional
and extra-regional economic developments. These include the emergence of a network for
economic and trade cooperation bridging the Arabian Peninsula and the Eastern
Mediterranean sub-region, the formation of a commerce-centered security framework in the
southern Persian Gulf, and the creation of transport corridors extending from the eastern
Persian Gulf to Eastern Europe. The alteration of the Persian Gulf's politico-economic
landscape emerges as the most consequential regional impact of the accords. Within this
context, the UAE's extensive collaboration with Israel stands out as a pivotal development
in the Persian Gulf sub-region. The Israel-UAE alliance spans a broad spectrum of security,
economic, and political domains. In contrast, Bahrain's engagement with Israel remains
predominantly confined to limited security cooperation, delineating the UAE as the most
influential Gulf entity in the framework of the agreement.

5. Conclusions
The Abraham Accords have fostered an expansion in Israel-UAE collaborations within the
Persian Gulf, projecting an upward trajectory in the scope and magnitude of their
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partnership. The burgeoning relationship between Israel and the UAE, pivotal in both the
Persian Gulf and Eastern Mediterranean sub-regions, portends the potential for economic
interdependence between these areas. The UAE could emerge as Israel's conduit to the
Arabian Peninsula and East Asia, helping Israel navigate geopolitical challenges. Similarly,
Israel might become the UAE's gateway to the Eastern Mediterranean, facilitating
connections to Europe and the West. Furthermore, the commercial and economic ties
between these nations, extending through other countries, could foster economic synergies
across Gulf and Eastern Mediterranean nations. Israel, leveraging links with nations like
Jordan and the UAE, could establish connections with countries including Saudi Arabia.
Concurrently, the UAE, acting as a mediator in the Persian Gulf, could enhance economic
ties and dependencies between Israel and other Gulf states. This evolving network of
mutual connections and interdependencies among Israel and Gulf countries could ease
commercial and economic relations in the Persian Gulf, positioning it as a strategic bridge
between East Asia, Europe, and adjacent regions.
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