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The characteristics of this serious organized crime, which mainly threatens the
internal and external security of countries, have led to the formation of a repressive
criminal policy in most countries. Indeed, the necessity to deal effectively with
human trafficking has led countries to adopt a policy approach based on repressive
measures. It can be said that the dangerousness and incorrigibility of human
trafficking offenders have become two complementary and irrefutable criminal
narratives, the main reason for which is the emergence of two theories, “refusal to
rehabilitate offenders” and “refusal for restorative policy against human
trafficking”. Despite this view, in this research, an attempt is made to reverse these
two super narratives of the enemy-oriented criminal policy and to argue in the
direction of establishing a restorative discourse with the aim of gradually restoring
the anti-human trafficking criminal policy. The present research is written based
on descriptive and analytical methods, and the methods of collecting information
are from library-documentary studies. The researcher's effort in this article is to
criticize the theory of “refusal for restorative justice” and defend the theory of “the
possibility of restoring the criminal policy against human trafficking”. Considering
this issue, this article aims to analyze the feasibility and efficiency of implementing
restorative justice regarding human trafficking and concludes with a descriptive-

Keywords: ) analytical approach that relying only on the criminal response is not sufficient or
Human trafficking, efficient to deal with such crimes. In this regard, the author argues that the
r(.est.oratlve Justice, assumption is based on the possibility of using (and the efficiency of) restorative
vlctlr.rtl)sl,.:efusal, programs for human trafficking offenders and that a restorative response can be
possibility

implemented in parallel with punitive measures regarding these crimes.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The issue of trafficking women and young
girls, predominantly  for sexual
exploitation, has garnered significant
public  attention. However, human
trafficking extends beyond just sex
exploitation, encompassing forced labor
and various forms of debt servitude. It
involves actions such as recruiting,
transporting, transferring, harboring, or
receiving individuals through the use of
force, coercion, or other means, with the
intent of exploiting them. Human
trafficking manifests in various ways,
including but not limited to coerced
prostitution targeting women and
children as the primary victims, domestic
servitude, forced labor with minimal or no
compensation, organ trafficking, and
fraudulent adoptions.

The imperative to address crime and
delinquency effectively has prompted
society to reconsider the appropriate
consequences for those who commit
offenses. While a punitive response from
the state is necessary, it should not be the
sole focus. The conventional perspective
of the justice system places a primary
emphasis on the offender, often leading to
increased harm for victims, their families,
and communities. In contrast, restorative
justice  prioritizes  addressing and
comprehending the experiences of victims
and those impacted by the crime, moving
away from a singular focus on the
offender. There is a crucial need to
emphasize the rehabilitation of the
offender, aiming to prevent repeat
offenses and facilitate their complete
reintegration into society. This
contemplation has given rise to the
concept of restorative justice, which seeks
to mend the damaged relationship
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between the offender and society caused
by the offense.

The concept of restorative justice does
not advocate for the elimination of
criminal law; rather, its purpose lies in
mitigating the harshness of the existing
criminal justice system. It envisions a
transformation of the current punitive
approach into a more restorative one.
Restorative justice seeks to establish a
"restorative legal order," either alongside
or as areplacement for traditional criminal
justice measures. Looking ahead, it can be
anticipated that future criminal law will
evolve towards a more restorative nature,
shedding some of its punitive features.
This  shift reflects a  discernible
progression in human civilization towards
a more responsible and organized societal
framework.

2. Research Methodology

In this analytical-descriptive research,
which was conducted through the library
study, the main emphasis is on identifying
and introducing the efficiency of
restorative responses to human trafficking
crimes. In this particular context, we
aimed to utilize the data and information
gathered from library resources through a
descriptive-developmental research
methodology.

3. Research Results

Restorative justice should not be confined
to addressing only minor offenses; instead,
it should encompass the entire spectrum
of criminal manifestations. Restorative
practices extend beyond petty
delinquency to include serious crimes. In
fact, victims of serious crimes may
arguably have an even greater need for
reparation. However, the exclusion of
restorative justice for victims of heinous
and complex crimes overlooks the fact
that these particular individuals likely
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require extensive healing. They may
benefit greatly from hearing explanations,
expressing their feelings, and articulating
the profound impact of the crimes on their
lives. Consequently, individuals who
commit such offenses must equally
confront their responsibilities within the
framework of restorative justice. It's time
to recognize that within discussions about
modernizing and democratizing criminal
policy, there's a groundbreaking discourse
centered on embracing a restorative
approach to addressing criminal conflicts.
The core aim of restorative justice is to
rebuild social connections, foster peace,
and enhance social harmony by
prioritizing the repair and reintegration of
stockholders of crime.

Typically, individuals who have been
subjected to significant crimes and engage
in Restorative Justice tend to have
favorable experiences. The New York State
Office of Alternative Dispute Resolution
program has supported victims of violent
crimes through restorative mediation
since 1990, and according to their reports,
every case during this period has resulted
in an overwhelmingly positive outcome for
both the victim and offender. Participants
who opt for mediation express heightened
feelings of relief and closure, along with
gratitude for not being overlooked and
unheard. @~ The sense of  Dbeing
acknowledged and not overlooked,
achieved  through  mediation, can
significantly support individuals who have
fallen victim to human trafficking. Given
that many of these individuals are
susceptible to harm within the justice
system, providing them with a platform to
share their experiences without feeling
retraumatized can be  immensely
beneficial. Numerous trafficking survivors
have not had the chance to voice their
stories in a courtroom setting without
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experiencing a sense of re-victimization
from the justice system.

Victims often choose to engage in
mediation with the hope of gaining
insights into the offender's perspective on
the crime, seeking signs of remorse, and
expressing their own narrative. Some
individuals may opt for such encounters
due to persistent nightmares, viewing the
confrontation as a necessary step to
overcome their deepest fears and facilitate
closure. Ultimately, this process can foster
a sense of separation from the offenders,
aiding victims in moving forward and
putting an end to recurring nightmares or
distressing flashbacks.

4. Conclusion

In the contemporary era, restorative
justice is undergoing substantial progress
globally. While its origins can be traced
back to Anglo-Saxon nations, numerous
other states have since incorporated it
into their domestic legal frameworks. The
admirable goal of restorative justice is to
rehabilitate the offender by fostering
awareness of their actions and facilitating
their complete reintegration into the
community, thereby reducing the
likelihood of recidivism. This approach
involves a collaborative process where all
parties affected by a specific offense come
together to collectively address the
repercussions of the crime and strategize
on how to manage its consequences for
the future.
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